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Do you know?

« How many countries were affected by the 2004 Tsunami?
+ How do earthquakes cause tsunamis?

+ How fast can tsunami waves travel?

« Can animals sense some disasters in advance?

* How did a world record attempt save a village in 20042

« What is the Ring of Fire?

+ How could a volcanic eruption near Africa kill millions of people in
North America?

Read this book and find the answers to these and other questions.
Learn about the deadly force of tsunamis. You'll be shocked and
amazed at the power of nature.







A Fateful Day

On a beach in Sri Lanka, a woman grieves over her two children lost in the
tsunami of 26 December, 2004. They were two of the more than
270,000 people in Southeast Asia who lost their lives on this fateful day.

The 2004 Tsunami disaster shook the world. Before it happened, most people
did not even know what a tsunami was. Then in the hours and days after the
first killer waves hit the coasts of 13 Southeast Asian and African countries, the

word tsunami was on everyone’s lips.

J
U
Sri Lanka / sri: 'lenko / HF2 X
grieve / gri:v / 345, Rig

tsunami / tsu'na:mi / R




Other natural disasters have killed more people. For example, an earthquake in
Tangshan, China killed more than 240,000 people in 1976, and in 1970, a
cyclone in Bangladesh killed between 300,000-500,000 people. However,
because the 2004 Tsunami disaster affected areas with holidaymakers, people
from over 50 countries were among the dead, making it a truly global disaster.

Natural disasters are unexpected and although you often hear about them and
their destructive effects, you never imagine one happening to you. Neither did
any of those 270,000 people. Knowledge is the only way to protect yourself, so
read on, and learn.

L NOTES

cyclone / 'satkloon / X
destructive / dr'straktrv / BRI HY




Natural disasters

Do you know these natural disasters? Match them with their pictures. Two of

them are actually different names for the same disaster. Can you spot them?

1. hurricane 2. typhoon 3. earthquake 4. flood

5. drought 6. tsunami 7. volcanic eruption 8. tornado
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arrow Escape

25 December, 2004

Yesterday we arrived in Phuket, an island in Thailand,
and today is the first beach Christmas 've ever had! This
is going to be the best holiday ever and 'm so excited for

tomorrow. We're going to do an elephant trek! we'll Leave
early in the morning
and ride elephants
through the beautiful
Thai jungle. tt's
going to be a perfect
day in paradise!

NOTES

Phuket / pu:'ket/ &5
trek/trek/ (ZIEFIREH) RS
paradise / 'pzrodais/ XE, KEH




A Narrow |

26 December, 2004

This place ts no longer paradise. Our trek finished at
about 2:00 pam and as we drove back to the hotel in our
rented car, we started to realise that something was
wrong. The first thing we noticed was the wail of police
and ambulance sirens. As we drove closer to the coast,

more and wore people streamed past us ow the road, n
and some were carrying bundles of possessions.

we stopped at a roadside restaurant where people were
huddled around a TV. As we climbed out of our car, we
were shocked to see that several of the women and even
some of the men were crying. Thew we turned to the sereen
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and watched in horvor as the morning’s events unfoloed.

wail / weil / LR
% siren / 'sataron / ZiRzg
/ possession / pa'zefan /
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