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Invitation to Contribute to
The Journal for the Study of Christian Culture

& a Word on our Anonymous Appraisal System

The Journal for the Study of Christian Culture is sponsored
by the Institute for the Study of Christian Culture at the Renmin
(People’s) University of China. It is made possible with the sup-
port of Professional & Educational Services International, Inc.
(PESI). The first nine issues were published respectively by the
Dong Fang Publishing ITouse, the People’s Press, and the Pub-
lishing House of Religion &. Culture. Beginning with the 10™ is-
sue, publishing and distribution will be undertaken by the Pub-
lishing House of the Renmin (People’s) University of China,
which will allow for better streamlining of operations with the
Editor’s Office.

Ours is a biannual refereed journal, published every spring
and fall. Section headings are quotations drawn from early Nesto-
rian writings to commemorate the introduction of Christianity to
China. Along with a new publisher, the Journal is introducing a
thematic approach to each issue. We welcome articles on the dia-
logue between Chinese culture and Christianity, the study of
Christian thinkers, the interpretation of Christian doctrine and

classics, Christian culturc and literature, Christianity and socie-



ty—the study of ethics, the history of Christianity in China based on
Chinese sources, and the critique and review of new books, with spe-
cial interest in significant research and writings from contemporary reli-
gious studies in the West. Please refer to 11" issue “Word from the
Editor” for the designated themes in subsequent issues,

We are honored by and grateful for the enthusiastic support
of scholars from China and abroad who have submitted articles to
the Journal. From its inception, the Journal has adopted a strin-
gent appraisal system according to international standards. Au-
thorship is undisclosed to referees, so all articles are reviewed anon-
ymously. We apologize if articles submitted by respected scholars have
not been accepted as a result of this method of appraisal.

It is also international practice to require that all papers con-
form to a prescribed format before they will be reviewed. Authors
from the Mainland of China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Europe, and
North America, may be accustomed to different methods of pres-
entation and notation. In order to expedite our anonymous ap-
praisal system, contributors to the Journal are requested to ad-
here to the following specifications.

1. The length of an article should be 8,000 to 15,000 words.

2. The article can be submitted via electronic mail. But a
typewritten copy on A4 size paper should also be mailed to the
Editor’s Office.

3. A copy of the original article must accompany any transla-
tion submitted. The translator is responsible for its copyrights.

4. Footnotes should be used instead of endnotes. Quotes in a

foreign language should be footnoted with the original title in the
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foreign language and in the following order: author’s name, book
title, city where published, publisher’s name, date of publica-
tion, page reference.

5. 500-word abstracted in both Chinese and English must be
submitted along with a 100-word introduction to the author, also
in both Chinese and English.

6. Articles that meet the above specifications will be appraised
anonymously by at least two referees, one from China and one over-
seas, both well read on the topic. The Editor-in-Chief will select arti-
cles based on expert recommendations from the referees,

7. The Journal assumes copyrights to publish articles re-
ceived by the Editor's Office and meeting our specifications.
Please notify us immediately in the event of any change.

Views presented in the Journal are not necessarily those of
the editorial committee or the publisher. But in the spirit of “har-
mony in diversity” (“he er bu tong”), we are pleased to create a
forum for exchange between scholars from East and West, in both

secular and religious circles.

The Editor’s Office

Institute for the Study of Christian Culture
Renmin (People’s) University of China
P.O.Box 7

59 Zhongguancun Dajie

Beijing, 100872, China

E-mail: meiying@ruc. edu. cn

meiying@public. ruc. edu. cn
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Existential Theology and Ecological

Aesthetics of Christianity

FHf LAKF
Zeng Fanren Shandong University

[EXRE]

Christian culture and the Bible espouse an ecological aesthet-
ics and existential theology that are faith-based and God-centered.
The incarnation gave rise to a transcendent aesthetics, redemption
through incarnation gave rise to a tragical aesthetics, justification
by faith gave rise to an internal aesthetics, while the hope of a
new heaven and earth gave rise to an idealistic aesthetics. This in-
terpretation in turn gives rise to a new perspective on Christian
culture and the Bible for the socio-historical context of our time,
providing creative solutions for our social maladies, and fresh im-
petus for the causes of ecological development, intercultural plu-

ralism and dialogue.
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