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It is said that about 500 B.C.,during the Spring & Autumn period
~ inChina, there lived a man with the
surname Sun and given name Wu.
Out of respect for his greatness, the
suffix “zi” is added to his surname,
just like in Kongzi (Confucius),
Mengzi (Mencius), and
” Zhuangzi.He is said to have
lived in the state of Qi and is
credited with having written

Bingfa , or Sunzi's
Principles and Tac-

He once presented this book to King
Hetl of Wu.

Fantastic! I have read your book, sir,
This is wonderful! and I am wondering if you could

use it to train a contingent here




Of course

/
T’/( Could you do it using
Yes.
I can. £ women?
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So the king ordered one \\z ?'A ST J@@%
)

hundred eighty palace N
women into the arena. Sunzi then =) HESS —_

organized them into two units,

with the king’s two favorite concu-
= R

N |

bines as lead-

ers. Then he

:i:'f

equipped each /\ J
person w1th y“y
the weapon of ‘

the times, the
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dagger-axe.
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Do you all know the
positions of your heart, left
N and right hands, and your
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Ok.! Inamoment, I will give an order.
When I say forward, you face in the
direction of your heart.

When I say left, face in the di-
rection of your left hand, and
when I say right, face toward your
right hand. Rear means face in the
direction of your back.
Do you understand?

31

Ready the implements of
punishment. Whoever does
not follow orders shall be
disciplined according to

Yes, sir

Listen carefully to

my orders and act
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well-explained or if the troops have not

been made to remember the orders, this

Irn repeat the rules of movement
for you. When I say front, face in
the direction of your heart. Left
means face in the direction of your
left hand, and right means face to-

is the fault of the general. ward your right hand. Rear means

\ Py ” ki

Ready... now

don’t mess up
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When the instructions
are not clear, it is the

fault of the general ;

still do not act accordingly,

the fault of the soldiers.
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7/ Bl lose my two most beloved concu-

But when the general has clearly ex-

@/@ / plained his orders and the soldiers

h\‘yv/ \-

Disobeying orders brings the
punishment of beheading, and
since I can’t have all of my
oldiers killed, the unit lead-
ers must receive the pun-

ishment.

this is
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Sl

\4 Sunzi, Isee that you can indeed AV
conduct military operations, but if I

bines, I'll lose interest in life itself




" / Please release them,

General, and spare

them the beheading, | /&%

I have received orders to act
asgeneral, andwhenagen-
eral is directing his troops,

he may reject fur-
ther orders from
hissovereign.

an example to the
others!
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Sunzi ordered two other women to be unit leaders,
and this time when the drum was struck and the orders
were given, they obeyed the orders completely, and

no one dared let out another hee hee or ha ha.

The company has completed it
exercises in an orderly fashion.
The king may descend and

inspect his troops.

"\

These soldiers will now obey any

order the king may give, even if it

g ”@@
[]\" 3 is to cross through boiling water or
) ‘/@ walk on fire.

to your quarters to rest!

I’m not in the ‘_, ‘(l\" \uﬂw
to go down and watch. p \‘ L E\\
\V s \

g :
Why don’t you please® /////,////’ =

dismiss the tr d retu vﬂ*
1smiss the troops and return A /' E 5




Although King Helii wasn’t happy

The king likes mili theory,
g tary 24 about what had just happened, he

but you can’t win a war with

understood that Sunzi really knew
theory alone...

how to organize an army, and later

he ended up employing Sunzi as his

Thereafter, he took his tiny
country of Wu and thrust
westward into Chu, taking
Ying, thecapital, then he
went north into the Central
W \ Plains and awed the states of
% Qi and Jin.

So the reputation of Wu spread
through all the states of the Spring
& Autumn period, and the man

behind the scenes was none other
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Chapter 1
Calculation
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Warfare is an important

affair of the state, involving

It also involves the survival or
destruction of the state.
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Therefore, it must be

carefully examined and
considered with caution.
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We must look at war-

The DQO R fare from five different
points of view, com-

Heaven ’ paring, calculating,
Earth,
Command,

lating the Dao,
or establishing a
moral cause.

and seeking the facts.

Law
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o The third is the The fourth is command,
m earth, or terrain or leadership.

and geography.
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The fifth is the law, or

discipline.
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