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Abstract

The Anti — Japanese War has enriched the Chinese national spirit
and raised it to a higher level. The great national spirit has been a
strong basis of ideology and a spiritual support, which encouraged the
Chinese people to unite as one and fight to the end during the War. In
this sense, the victory of the war is actually the victory of the Chinese
national spirit. The great national spirit is also the most valuable spir-
itual wealth that the war left to us. Therefore, there is a great signifi-
cance of studying the national spirit of Anti — Japanese War period.

The national spirit is a kind of leading consciousness, which is
formed through a nations development. It is the centralized reflection
of ideological character, value outlook and moral norm, which is a-
greed and accepted by members of this nation. And it can be repre-
sented by their way of thinking, behaving and feeling. The national
spirit is the united spirit of groups and individuals, of stability and
mobility , of nations and eras, of spontaneity and consciousness. It has
the function of instruction, encouragement, integrati;m and education.
So it is with the Chinese national spirit. The Chinese national spirit is
the key symbol that distinguishes it from all other nations in the world.
It is not only the spiritual support of Chinese existence and develop-
ment, but also the soul of Chinese culture with a distant source and

rich meanings. It can also enrich itself as the times goes on. The Chi-
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nese national spirit has gone through different historical periods inclu-
ding ancient period, latter — modern period, and contemporary peri-
od, with a certain theme in each period. This spirit of Anti — Japanese
War period is the main spirit that comes from Chinese national libera-
tion war against Japanese intruders for 14 years. It forms in the special
historical period which is to save the nation from the edge of extinc-
tion. To save the nation is its main idea of value. It is the centralized
reflection of Chinese peoples consciousness of resisting aggressors and
striving for independence and liberation. It is also the reflection of the
whole nations will power. The national spirit during Anti — Japanese
War is the centralized reflection of Chinese national spirit and has
raised it to a high level. It points out the direction of modern national
spirits development and promotes the formation of Chinese conscious-
ness of independence. It bestows demotic characteristic on patriotism
and becomes a milestone ih the development of Chinese national spir-
it.

The national spirit during Anti ~ Japanese War period is the key
stage of Chinese national spirit$ transfer, and the important part of its
reconstruction. It is the comprehensive sum ~ up that Chinese clerisy
and different social classes who were facing the invasion of imperial-
ism, thinking deeply about traditional national spirit, actively search-
ing for the truth of saving the nation and probing into the way of pro-
moting the national spirit since the modern times. It is also the cen-
tralized burst of the whole Chinese nation% worrying consciousness and
resistant spirit when they are in unparalleled national crisis. The rea-
sons of the forming of Chinese national spirit during Anti — Japanese
War period include such several aspects: the accumulation of tradi-
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tional Chinese national spirit is the ideological basis; the Chinese
Communist Party is the leading strength; the Guomintang does have
some positive effects. At the same time, the Anti - Japanese culture
movements of different forms with the main topic of resisting Japan and
saving the nation provide the powerful drive to its forming and devel-
opment. The Chinese national spirit during the Anti — Japanese War
period has been formed formally with the symbol of the formation of
Anti - Japanese national Communist - led front. The Chinese Commu-
nist Party has made great contributions to its forming: moving to matu-
rity in politics gives the important guarantee; the maturity of theory
provides the scientific instruction in theory; the Anti - Japanese na-
tional Communist — led front under its leading is the political basis
during the War period; democratic politics reform promoted by the
Party adds some new connotations to the spirit; the spirit of the Chi-
nese Communist Party is the mirror of the Chinese national spirit dur-
ing the Anti ~ Japanese War period.

The self - respect, united consciousness, heroic spirit, striving
faith, innovative consciousness, and devotional spirit of a nation are
represented by Chinese national spirit during the Anti — Japanese War
period. The self - respect character of a nation is one of the key con-
tents of Chinese national spirit. And during the Anti — Japanese War
period, it is first reflected in the aspect that resistance against Japan is
the most important of all, everything should submit to the War, submit
to the interests of our country and nation, to pledge ones life not to be
enslaved people and make all sacrifices for the interests of the country
and the nation. It is also reflected in the persistence of national moral
courage, such as facing difficulty fastidiously, awe — inspiring right-
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eousness and imperishable noble spirit. The united consciousness of a
nation is carried on by the Chinese people during the Anti — Japanese
War period beyond any period in history, which shows the great cohe-
sion of Chinese Nation. Its representation mainly lies in; all the peo-
ple, fighting in two batilefields, regardless of their parties or their na-
tions, tried their best and cooperated with each other. It has charac-
teristics of the most widespread, determined and predictive, and so
on. The heroic spirit of defying violence and fighting bravely is Chi-
nese Nation$ good tradition. There are a lot of heroic scenes that move
people to praises and tears and vivid representations at each stage dur-
ing the Anti — Japanese War period: the national heroes and all the
Chinese people pledge to fight to the death, die to achieve virtue and
advance wave upon wave both in the front battlefield and enemy rear
battlefield. Striving continuously has been an essential requirement
that is carried through and penetrated the Chinese national spirit all
the time. And it is mainly represented in the braveness and persist-
ence, tenacious fighting and fighting to the bitter end, defeating ene-
my by self — reliance and throw their weight around the world. The in-
novative consciousness is the best character of national spirit, and the
key characteristic of representing the movability of national culture.
During the War, the Chinese people surrounding the Chinese Commu-
nist Party has shown the outstanding creative ability and innovative
spirit. They have pointed out the direction of final victory of the War
by political system, strategic guideline in military and saving them-
selves in production. And during the whole war, the Chinese Nation
has showed high devotional spirit. The whole nation regarded maintai-

ning the independence of the country and resisting the invasion of Jap-
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anese imperialism as their main task, devoted themselves to the Anti
- Japanese War unselfishly and bravely, and gave strong supports in
manpower, material resources and financial resources.

Patriotism is the core of Chinese national spirit in Anti — Japanese
War period. It is the love for our own country and ideological theory
and behaving practice from it. It is national feelings and loves for the
country which are developed from peoples love for their own kindred
and hometown, which is also an entire system with identical feelings,
thoughts and behaviors. The Chinese national patriotism tradition has
a long history. Patriotism in the War period regards national independ-
ence, country$ unity, resisting invasion as the uppermost principal. It
unifies patriotism with democracy and internationalism. Although the
Chinese national patriotic spirit has been carried forward after the for-
mation of Anti ~ Japanese national Community - led front, the Chinese
Communist Party has different understanding in connotation of patriot-
ism with the Guomintang, about the active all — sided resistance and
passive unilateral resistance. The whole nation$ resistance claimed by
the Chinese Communist Party is supported by all the Chinese people.
During the Anti - Japanese War period, patriotism with the main
theme of striving for national independence and liberation is mainly re-
presented in: millions of people united as one to deal with difficulties
of the country; defying violence and being brave enough to sacrifice;
keeping on fighting despite all setbacks firmly; struggling hard and re-
lying on their own efforts ; upholding justice and safeguard peace. Ba-
sing on carrying on and developing Chinese national patriotism tradi-
tion, patriotism in the War period has deep brands of the times: from
being unswerving in their loyalty to patriotism by upholding the inter-
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