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Editor's Note

This is the first album of black-and-white photos of
Guilin's landscape taken by a photographer. Though in black
and white, they still help the viewer to have a sense of
vehement colors. It is just these black and white colors that
alter the original colors of the scenes and have an effect that
any other colors cannot have.

Mr. Zhang Liping is a well-known photographer. In his
creative career of photographing the scenery in Guilin, he has
been ever trying to grasp the instantaneous beauty that nature
shows. Besides, he is well versed in making use of the change
of scenes resulting from such changeable weather as rain, fog,
cloud and glow to instill new feelings into the natural objects
he photographs in pursuit of novelty by skilful application of
artistic means and tech. It is perhaps the reason why he ever

shows something new in the photos he takes.

Jan. 1, 2001
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Zhang Liping, whose native place is Yingkou, Liaoning province,
is born in 1956, and graduated from Journalism Department of Wuhan
University, majoring in Photography. He is a member of Chinese
Photographers' Association, and a famous photographer specializing
in the landscape of Guilin. He has been conferred the title of national
second grade photographer (senior job title).

He has published many monographs, such as: “The custom and
traditional culture of Chinese minority” published
by Guangxi Nationalities Press in 1994; “Zhang
Liping’s photographic works of landscape of
Guilin” published by Lijiang Press in 1999;
“Dreaming Guilin” published by Guangxi People’s
publishing house in 2000.

His works has wined the first, second or third
prizes a lot of times in national photography
competitions. Some of his works were chosen to
The 97 National Photographic Exhibit held by
American Photographers’ Association and The
Four National Photographic Exhibit. Another works was chosen to
exhibit in Japan, Belgium, America, Austria, Hungary, German, and
Hong Kong by Chinese Photographers’ Association.

During the recent years, he has taken pictures of the landscape of
Guilin omni directionally with professional cameras such as “LINHOF”
made in German 4X5. 6X17 and “HJORSEMAN” made in Japan
8% 10. He has taken nearly one thousand reversal films of 4X5,8X10.
His works are power, concise and deep. This photo album in black and
white of landscape of Guilin is a rare gift that author sends to the friends
who love nature.

Tel:  (0773) 5812344
Fax:  (0773) 3840401
Mobile: 13707836901
E-mail: zIp616@263.net
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Zhang Liping, geboren in Yinkou, Liaoning Provinz, VR.China,
1956, hat das studium der Presse und Photographie an der WuHan
Universtiat absolviert. Er ist ein Mitglied der Chinesische Fotografen
Gesellschaft, ist ein bekannter Fotograf auf der landschaft in Guilin, ein
zweitehangiger Fotograf in China (als Titel gebrauchte R angbeveichung).

1994, sein Buch)Sitten, Gebrauche und traditionelle Kulturen der
nationalen Minderheiten in China {wurde ergeschienen von Guangxi
Nationaler Verlag. 1999, sein Bildband  Zhang Lipings Photographien
der Landschaft in Guilin {wurde ergeschienen von Lijiang-Flup Verlag.
2000, sein Bildband) {Guilin in Traum) wurde ergeschienen von
Guangxi Volksverlag.

Seine Photographien haben mehrmals die erste, zweite und dritte
Preise in den photographischen Wettkiimpfe in China bekommen, und
die wurden zu der’ 97 Internationale photographische Ausstellung
gewihlt , die die Amerikanische professionelle Fotografen Gesellschaft
organisiert hat. Seine photographien wurden auch zu der vierten
Internationale Ausstellung der photographischer Kunst gewiihit. Eine
Anzahl von seiner Photographien wurden in Japan, Belgium, USA,
Osterreich, Ungarn, Deutschland und HongKong ausgestellt.

Letzte Jahre, er benutzt die deutsche “LINHOF” 4X5, 6X17, die
japanische “HORSEMAN" 8X10 groBe professionelle kamaras, beginnt
zu photographieren die Landschaft in Guilin aus allen
Himmelsrichtungen. Bis zu jetzt hat er fast tausend 4X5, 8X10
Photographien gemacht, die sind sehr imposant, wunderschdn und
prichtig, dieser Bildband der schwaze-weifle Photographien der
Landschaft in Guilin, ist ein wertvolles Geschenk fiir alle Freude, die
Natur heife lieben.

Verbindung der Fotograf
Tel: (0773) 5812344

Fax: (0773)3840401
Mobile: 13707836901
E-mail: zIp616@263. com
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Preface

I was deeply impressed by Mr.Zhang Liping’s two photo albums of
Guilin’s waters and mountains. His works kindly touched my heart and
made me heartily ponder over what he had done. And an impression hit
me that we seemed to have met before. What I mean is not because I
have been to Guilin, photographing Li Jiang River and is even farther
not the reprinted of so many images of Guilin's waters and mountains in
photographic art I get used to, either. It is because of the effect of
anesthetic feeling and resonance created by his real imaginary in his
works.

The ancients said that the benevolent was fond of mountains and
the wise waters. I think that Zhang Liping is not only the benevolent but
also the wise. It is because of this that he put in his unaccountable
willpower and heart into Guilin's bosom of waters and mountains
embracing.

1t seems to be easy for us to appreciate a piece of artwork, but we
find it very hard to understand a true photographer. I consider, no matter
what happens, that the photos Zhang Liping took are neither the god’s
offer nor the imitate ones, and farther more not the ones he begged for
pity’s sake, either. In a narrow sense, it is 2 kind of photographic requital
to him as a photographer. On the other hand, it is a real reflection of his
abundant experiences and social profound practice as well as upholding
of art, in a broad sense. He has been a soldier in the army and worked as
a farmer in the country. He once worked as a violinist and a press
photographer early or later. All the works of Guilin’s waters and
mountains cling to his track, brand or even traces of blood.

During his five years’ photographing Guilin’s waters and mountains
he travelled hundreds of times along the Li Jiang River, climbing cliffs
and, staying at the tents, accompanied by hilis and mountains. His hope
that a newer, nicer Li Jiang River of more profound beauty will arise in
front of him always hits his heart. When I opened his albums as if there
was a stream of auspicious fog with sweet scent of osmantus flowers
drifting towards me. I got infatuated and intoxicated. I was dreaming to
watch him mounting the clouds among the peaks and rafting down Li
Jiang River on a bamboo raft.....

T have still had an impression of the wash painting of ** Spring Beauty
of Li Jiang River” drawn by Xu Beihong in 1935 in my photographic

career so far. I was pleasantly surprised to see Zhang Liping’s black-
and-white album of “Li Jiang River in Misty Rain” as several decades
passed by. I think that is not the reason of the resemblance between
these two pieces of artwork but the great potentiality and broad horizon
of artistic form employed. Nevertheless, Zhang Liping honestly and
diligently worked at that tremendous horizon, picturing these waters and
mountains created by god with the spirit of devotion to work and courage
and resourcefulness a professional photographer possesses.

Li Jiang River in misty rain is rather beautiful enough by nature. It
is too beautiful to be described with language. It is so beautiful that
people are at a loss what to do with it. Nevertheless Zhang Liping
employed the profound special language of the black-and-white form,
which is not only of abstract but also distillation for his aspiration.

Where is the spirit of waters?
Where is the soul of Mountains?
Where is the fascination of Guilin?

It is not difficult to find some answers in the albums. The green
mountains and clear waters in misty rain, the fernleaf hedge bamboo
forest under the blue sky and bright sunlight, spots of fishing lights with
the sun dying and the sparse starts blinking in the darkness. Sometimes
the misty rain is as thick as stretches of dense clouds, sometimes itis so
thin that it looks dimly discernible. That is so-called “Hundreds of
mountains could be nowhere in the misty rain and they arise up and
down clinging to the clouds as if where no mountains are available there
seemed to be mountains.” Zhang Liping’s waters and mountains are of
great momentum. They give a feeling that there are stretches of mountains
and skies extending endlessly. It can be seen that his black-and-white
works of scenery no longer remain the same landscape as Guilin normally
used to be but gives a newly poetic flavour and realm.

I heartily hope that these exquisite albums will be able to bring the
readers a dream so as to have a taste of the real fairyland in the world.

Chen Changfen
January 1#,2001 Beijing
* Chen Changfen is a distinguished photographer of scenery in China and the
chief of Creation Committee, China Association of Photographers.
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Hills along Miles of Li River
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Tausende Berge verstreuen beide Seiten des Lijiang — Flusses
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Camel Hill
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Der Kamelberg
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A Sea of Cloud over Mao Mountain
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Das uon Wolken verhuellte Meer des Maoer 3erges
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Thousands of Peaks in Sea of Clouds
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Die mit Wolken verschleierten Gipfel
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Peaks float on the surging clouds
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Bergopitren auf clen geballsen wolkon
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Wonderful peaks in dusk
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phantastischen Gipfel in der Abenddaemmeming
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Morning Tune of Marvelous Hills
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Bizarr geformte Gipfel in der Morgenfruehe
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The Peaks sre Haipins of Jade
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Die Berge wie Haarnadeln aus Gade




