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Unit 1

Learn ach Other

Preview

Respect is the comnerstone of all virtues. Without mutual respect, people might live
their lives full of resentment, hostility, and hatred. What a world it would be! Amy, the little
girl in Text A, once lived a miserable life because of her disability and the lack of respect
from her peers. She made a humble yet remarkable wish in the Christmas Wish Contest —
a day without teasing, which caused a nationwide sensation that people started the journey
of rediscovering the virtue of respect. Text B is virtually a guidance of leaming to love
yourself. You cannot really love others without loving yourself. So respect and love can do
a miracle to the world you are living in and the world inside yourself.
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Lead-in Questions

1. Have you ever been teased? If yes, how did you feel when you were teased? If no,
imagine how you would feel on such an occasion? :

2. How do you usually feel when you encounter people with disabilities?

3. What behaviors of healthy people are most likely to hurt the dignity of the
disabled?

Olext A

The Little Girl Who Dared to Wish
Alan D. Shultz

1 As Amy Hagadorn rounded the corner across the hall from her classroom, she
collided with a tall boy from the fifth grade running in the opposite direction.

2 “Watch it, Squirt,” the boy yelled, as he dodged around the little third grader.
Then, with a smirk on his face, the boy took hold of his right leg and mimicked the
way Amy limped when she walked.

3 Amy closed her eyes for a moment.

4 “Ignore him,” she told herself as she headed for her
classroom.

5 But at the end of the day, Amy was still thinking about
the tall boy’s mean teasing. It wasn’t as if he were the only
one. It seemed that ever since Amy started the third grade,
someone teased her every single day. Kids teased her about
her speech or her limping. Amy was tired of it..Sometimes,
even in a classroom full of other students, the teasing made her feel all alone.

6 Back home at the dinner table that evening Amy was quiet. Her mother knew that

things were not going well at school. That’s why Patti Hagadorn was happy to have
some exciting news to share with her daughter.
7 “There’s a Christmas Wish Contest on the radio station,” Amy’s mom announced.

REFXBFBRFEBB RKIVKY 2
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UNIT1 Learn to Respect Each Other

“Write a letter to Santa and you might win a prize. I think someone at this table with

blond curly hair should enter.”
8 Amy giggled. The contest sounded like fun. She started thinking about what she
wanted most for Christmas.
9 A smile took hold of Amy when the idea first came to her. Out came pencil and
paper and Amy went to work on her letter. “Dear Santa Claus,” she began.
10 While Amy worked away at her best printing, the rest of the family tried to guess
what she might ask from Santa. Amy’s sister, Jamie, and Amy’s mom both thought a
3-foot Barbie Doll would top Amy’s wish list. Amy’s dad guessed a picture book. But
Amy wasn’t ready to reveal her secret Christmas wish just then. Here is Amy’s letter
to Santa, just as she wrote it that night:

Dear Santa Claus,

My name is Amy. I am 9 years old. I have a problem at school. Can you help

me, Santa? Kids laugh at me because of the way I walk and run and talk. 1

have cerebral palsy”], 1 just want one day where no one laughs at me or

makes fun of me.

Love,

Amy

11 At radio station WILT in Fort Wayne, Indiana, letters poured in for the Christmas
Wish Contest. The workers had fun reading about all the different presents that boys
and girls from across the city wanted for Christmas.

12 When Amy’s letter arrived at the radio station, manager Lee Tobin read it
carefully. He knew cerebral palsy was a muscle disorder that might confuse the
schoolmates of Amy who didn’t understand her disability. He thought it would be
good for the people in Fort Wayne to hear about this special third grader and her
unusual wish. Mr. Tobin called up the local newspaper.

13 The next day, a picture of Amy and her letter to Santa made the front page of the
“News Sentinel®.” The story spread quickly. All across the country, newspapers and
radio and television stations reported the story of the little girl in Fort Wayne, Indiana,
who asked for such a simple, yet remarkable, Christmas gift — just one day without
teasing,

14 Suddenly the postman was a regular at the Hagadorn house. Envelopes of all
sizes addressed to Amy arrived daily from children and adults all across the nation.
They came filled with holiday greetings and words of encouragement.
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15 During that unforgettable Christmas season, over two thousand people from all
over the world sent Amy letters of friendship and support. Amy and her family read
every single one. Some of the writers had disabilities; some had been teased as
children. Each writer had a special message for Amy. Through the cards and letters
from strangers, Amy glimpsed a world full of people who truly cared about each other.
She realized that no amount or form of teasing could ever make her feel lonely again.
16 Many people thanked Amy for being brave enough to speak up. Others
encouraged her to ignore teasing and to carry her head high. Lynn, a sixth grader from
Texas, sent this message:

17 “Iwould like to be your friend,” she wrote, “and if you want to visit me, we could
have fun. No one would make fun of us, cause, if they do, we will not even hear

”

them.
18 Amy did get her wish of a special day without
teasing at South Wayne Elementary School.
Additionally, everyone at school got an added bonus.
Teachers and students talked together about how bad
teasing can make others feel.

19 That year, the Fort Wayne mayor officially
proclaimed December 21st as Amy Jo Hagadorn Day
throughout the city. The mayor explained that by daring to make such a simple wish,
Amy taught a universal lesson.

20 “Everyone,” said the mayor, “wants and deserves to be treated with respect,

dignity and warmth.”
(864 words)

Notes

1. Barbie Doll: The Barbie doll was invented in 1959 by Ruth Handler, whose own
daughter was called Barbara. Barbie was introduced to the world at the American Toy
Fair in New York City. The first Barbie doll sported a ponytail hairstyle, black and
white zebra-striped bathing suit, open-toed shoes, sunglasses and earrings. The doll
was intended to be a teenage fashion mddel, but in the years that followed she has
been joined by friends and family. Barbie Doll is further expanding her versatile and
limitless roles to inspire girls’ dreams.

2. cerebral palsy: any of several nonprogressive motor disorders resulting from

RSB RED B RIIKMH 4
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UNIT1 Leam to Respect Each Other Z)

damage to the central nervous system, esp. before or during birth, and, usually,

characterized by spastic paralysis.
3. The “News Sentinel”: Fort Wayne News-Sentinel. Newspaper in Fort Wayne,

Indiana USA covering Fort Wayne local news.

New Words and Expressions

collide / ka'laid/ vi.  to come together with violent, direct impact R

squirt / skwa:t/ n an offensive term that deliberately insults
somebody’s young age or small size, especially in
response to perceived impudence /NF, BT (HF

&)
dodge / dod3/ vi.  toavoid by moving or shifting quickly aside R 4%
smirk / sma:k/ Vi, to smile in an affected, often offensively
self-satisfied manner %, #fEdh. BB EH
%
n. an affected, often offensively self-satisfied smile
BE, BANE
mimic / 'mimik/ vt. 1.to copy or imitate closely, especially in speech,

expression, and gesture; ape B, 3%
2.to copy or imitate so as to ridicule; mock B 7,

B

limp /limp/ Vi, to walk with an uneven step, usually because of
having an injured leg  B4T

mean / mi:n/ adj.  1l.selfish in a petty way; unkind BFRK, MNH
2.cruel, spiteful, or malicious 5REERY, HFEEE
9]

tease / tizz/ VL. to make fun of; mock playfully B, FFEuEis)
F

contest / 'kontest/ n a competition, especially one in which entrants
perform separately and are rated by judges 3%,
K

vt to compete for H%
vi.  to struggle or compete; contend %3}, FH, F
F

curly / keli/ adj.  having curls iR

5 RENIBMEDE®KIIMA
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reveal

cerebral

palsy

disability

remarkable

address

unforgettable

glimpse

bonus

proclaim

deserve

dignity

take hold of

head for

be tired of

work on

work away

/ 'gigl/

/ri'vizly

/ 'seribral/
/'po:lzi/

/ disa'biliti/
/ ri'ma:kebl/
/ 8'dres/

/ 'Anfa'getabl/

/ glimps/

/ ‘baunas/

/ pre'kleim/

/di'za:v/

/ 'digniti/

RPERIBRFEDB LIRS 6
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Vi.

vt

adj.

vt

adj.

vt

Vi

VI

to laugh audibly but not loudly, sometimes without
meaning to, in a way that is typical of children ¥

A E S

to make known (something concealed or secret)

w/IE, ME
of or relating to the brain or cerebrum i
complete or partial muscle paralysis S5

a medically diagnosed condition that makes it
difficult to engage in the activities of daily life %%

3

worthy of notice; attracting notice as being unusual

or extraordinary {HBEEMN, H#H

to write or print on an item of mail details of where
it is to be delivered 5 #tit

earning a permanent place in the memory;
memorable AEBIBRLHN, HEM

a brief, incomplete view or look —%&, —&
to obtain a brief, incomplete view of ' I, $1B& Hb
ER

1.an extra unexpected advantage B 4 (5 &b
2.an amount of money given in addition to normal
pay, especially as a reward 324>

to announce officially and publicly Ef
H3B: NE

the quality or state of being worthy of esteem or
respect HT; poise and self-respect G5, AX

to take something firmly and retain it in the hand or
arms 124

to be worthy of; merit

to move or go in a particular direction or to a
particular position Bif:

be bored by R, K

to spend time doing, making, improving, or fixing

something MAHEF, BHT

to work continuously and usually energetically over
aperiod oftime —H F¥%
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UNIT1 Learn to Respect Each Other /?@J(

make fun of to mock, ridicule W%, B
pour in to come in large quantity ¥HA
call up 1.to make a phone call to  §T %
2.to bring back memories of something {Fici
speak up to express opinions freely and frankly 35S H#h{E
ik
Exercises

1. Reading Comprehension Questions

1) Why did the boy imitate the way Amy walked?

2) How did Amy feel when other kids teased her?

3) What was the exciting news Mrs. Hagadorn wanted to share with her daughter?
4) What was Amy’s Christmas wish? And why did she want that so badly?

5) What is cerebral palsy? And how did it affect Amy physically?

6) How did Amy’s story of her unusual Christmas wish spread across the nation?
7) What did Amy realize by reading those letters and cards?

8) What is the significance of Amy’s daring to make that simple wish?

2. Vocabulary and Structure
(1) Fill in the blanks with the words or expressions given below. Change the form

where necessary.

bonus proclaim collide mean limp reveal
address tease glimpse mimic curly contest

1) Sometimes the stepmother was with her stepchildren by calling them
names or spanking them.

2) A survey of the British diet has that a growing number of people are
overweight.

3) Two trains head-on in northeastern Germany early this morning.

4) Workers in big firms receive a substantial part of their pay in the form of

and overtime.
5) She will not regain arm and finger function, but her doctors hope she may not need
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