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Test 1

SIMULATED TEST 1
PRACTICAL ENGLISH TEST FOR COLLEGES

(PRETCO — Level A)

Part I Listening Comprehension (15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your listening ability. It consists of 3 sections.

Section A

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short dialogues.
There are 5 recorded dialogues in it. After each dialogue, there is a
recorded question. The dialogues and questions will be spoken only once.
When you hear a question, you should decide on the correct answer from the
4 choices marked A), B), C) and D) given in your test paper. Then you
should mark the cqrresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line

through the center.

Example: You will hear .

M: Are you catching the 3:15 flight to New York City?
W: No, I'm leaving this evening.

Q: What do the speakers talk about?

You will read: A) New York City.
B) An evening party.
C) An air trip.
D) The man’s job.
From the dialogue we learn that the man is to take a flight to New York.
Therefore, C) An air trip is the correct answer. You should mark C)'on the

Answer Sheet. Now the test will begin.

J— 3 J—
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1. A) He should take it to the post office.
B) It is too big to send by mail.
C) He should return it to the sender.
D) It needs more stamps. .. o »
2. A) In a grocery store B) In a gift shop
C)Ina electric shop : D) In a bank
3. A) She saw an ad in the newspaper.
B) She heard about it during a television interview.
C) A friend told her about it.
D) She saw it on a unit of job opening.
4. A) She suggests the man should not look at the advertisements.

B) She suggests nothing.

C) She suggests the man should look at the advertisement.
D) She means that the advertisements are of no use.
5. A) Whether the man is good at English.
B) Whether the woman has passed the examination.
C) Whether the woman is about to have an English examination.

D) Whether the woman is preparing for the English examination.

Section B

Directions: This section is to test your ability to understand short conversations. There
are 2 recorded conversations in it. A fter each conversation, there are some recorded
questions. The conversations and questions will be read twice. When you hear a
question , you should decide on the correct answer from the 4 choices marked A)s
B), C) and D) givenin your test paper. Then you should mark the corresponding
letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the centre.

Conversation 1

6. A) China B) Italy
C) America D) Spain

7. A) The computer B) The printer
C) The computer and the printer D) The company
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Conversation 2

8. A) Painters B) Artists
C) Musicians D) Tourists
9. A) A concert B) A city’s name
C) A Jazz’s name D) The best place for a Jazz concert
10. A) Fascinating B) The biggest city
C) Beautiful D) Interesting
Section C

Directions: This section is to test your ability to comprehend short passages.

11.
12.
13.

14,
15.

You will hear a recorded passage. A fter that you will hear five
questions. Both the passage and the questions will be read twice. When you
hear a question, you should complete the answer to it with a word or a
short phrase. The incomplete answers are printed correspondingly in your
test paper. You should write your answers on the Answer Sheet. Now this

is the passage.

Teenagers are to teach than adults,

reports are mentioned in the passage.
Many people think that, maybe around » we lose ability to learn
languages well.

’ it is

Because adults know more

Part II Structure (15 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your ability to construct grammatically correct

sentences. It consists of 2 sections.

Section A

Directions: In this section, there are 10 incomplete sentences. You are required to

complete each one by deciding on the most appropriate word or words from

the 4 choices marked A), B), C) and D). Then you should mark the

— 5 —
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20.

21.

22,

23.

24.

25.

16.

17.

18.

19.

corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the

centre.
But for the rain, we a pleasant journey.
A) have had B) will have had
C) would have had - » D) should have had
You can hardly avoid ‘ her if you both work in the same office.
A) meeting B) meet
C) to meet ‘D) to be met
The clock, my great-grand-father bought, is still in good order.
A) which . B) that
C) as D) who .
Many a college student to find a decent job after graduation.
A) wish B) are wishing
C) wishes D) wishing
Corn plénting in my hometown was not complete mid-June.
A) until B) to
C) in D) at
the old man had a sharp ear for even the slightest sound.
A) As he was blind B) As blind as he was
C) As he was just blind D) Blind as he was
Without computer, we the great progress in the last decades.
A) would not make B) will not make
C) could not make D) should not have made
_The government has an inquiry to investigate bribery in local
-eleétions. ’ ' ‘
A) set out B) set to
C) set up D) set about

surprised me most was to see some of the villagers on the

benches in the corner. S

A) What, seated B) That, seated
C) That, seating D) What, seating
His job was roughly that of a professor in nature.

— 6 —
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A) equal in B) equivalent to
C) equivalent in D) equivalence with
Section B

Directions: There are also 10 incomplete statements here. You should fill in each
blank with the proper form of the word given in the brackets. Write the

word or words in the corresponding space on the Answer Sheet.

26. The Chinese people rose to the ( resist) against Japanese
aggression,

27. Her flat was on the top of the house, the window (face) the sea.

28. Efficiency will (multiply) several times.

29. There is no (deliver) of letters on Sunday.

30. But for Mr. Deng, we (live) such a happy life now.

31. Tell me (truth) what you think if you want me to help you.

32. They required that we (get) there before nine.

33. His mother being very worried, he regrets (tell) her that he has
lost his job.

34. The (develop) of the company can not simply depend on tradition.
We need new blood like you to make our company greater and stronger.

35. Some children are full of (complain) about their food.

Part III Reading Comprehension (40 minutes)

Directions: This part is to test your reading ability. Thereare 5 tasks for you to
Sfulfill. You should read the reading materials carefully and do the tasks

as you are instructed .

Task 1

Directions: A fter reading the following passage, you will find 5 questions or
unfinished statements, numbered 36 through 40. For each question or
statement there are 4 choices marked A), B), C) and D). You should make

the correct choice and mark the corresponding letter on the Answer Sheet

— 7 —
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with a single line through the centre.

The wheel was one of the man’s first inventions and yet it has also proved
one of the most useful. So wide and varied are the uses of wheels, in machines
and vehicles of all kinds that it is difficult to imagine what the world would be
like without them. It is surprising to hear it said, therefore, that the wheel’s
importance will perhaps be greatly reduced by the end of the century by an
invention so new as to be still unnamed,

This invention is a machine that floats above any surface on a cushion of air.
The cushion is formed when air is blown into the bottom of the machine. This
part is shaped like a saucer turned upside down. If air is blown into the saucer,
the machine rises to a height that may vary from a few inches to a few feet.

Industry is already using one form of the invention to deal with heavy loads.
It can lift them with ease and since there are no wheels, and therefore no friction,
they can be put into motion with the touch of a finger.

The new invention, however, is having a great effect on transport. Not only
does it make expensive road systems unnecessary, but also it enables vehicles to
travel equally well over land or water. This unique ability to reach most
destinations has given rise to the prediction that wheeled vehicles may be as
uncommon at the end of this century as airplanes were at the beginning of last

century,

36, The first paragraph tells us that
" A) big wheels have all kinds of uses
B) the wheel’s usefulness hasn’t been proved
C) a new invention may make wheels less important
D) the wheel was man’s earliest invention

37. In the third paragraph, the phrase “with the touch of a finger” means

A) without fiction B) by hand
C) without difficulty D) with a hand
38. The new invention works on

A) water B) air
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©) land D) friction
39. The passage tells us that the new invention
A) makes it possible to travel without using roads
B) will replace wheeled vehicles in a few years
C) will be used instead of airplanes in the near future

D) is more important for industry than for transport

40. Vehicles using the new invention will probably be at the end of this
century,
A) unique B) unnecessary
C) unusual D) plentiful

Task 2

Directions: This task is the same as Task 1. The 5 questions or unfinished

statements are numbered 41 through 45.

Escaping a fire is a serious matter. Knowing what to do before a fire breaks
out can save a life. For example, people should know the safety measures to take
before opening a hall door during a fire. Also, make sure everyone knows how to
unlock doors that may be in the escape path. At times, a key is needed to unlock
a door from the inside. So, keep the key in the lock,or, you can put the key on a
key ring and put it where it can be found easily.

If you live in an apartment, know the ways you can use to get out. Show
everyone in the family these routes. Stress the importance of using stairways or
fire escapes, not elevators.

From most homes and the lower floors of apartment buildings, escape
through windows is possible. Learn the best way of leaving by a window with the
least chance of serious injury.

In a home fire, windows are often the only means of escape. The second
{floor windowsill is usually not more than 13 feet from the ground. An average
person. hanging by the fingertips, will have a drop of about six to the ground.
Of course, it is safer to jump a short way than to stay in a burning building.
Rolling away from the building when you land.

Windows are also useful when you are waiting for help. Often you'll be able

J— 9 —
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to stay in the room for several minutes if you keep the door closed and the
windows open. Keep your head low in the window to be sure you get fresh air
rather than smoke that may have leaked into the room.

On a second or third floor, the best windows for escape are those which open
onto a roof or balcony. From the roof or balcony, a person can either drop to the
ground or await rescuer. Dropping onto cement or pavement might end in injury.
Bushes, soft earth, and grass can help to break a fall. A rope ladder should be
considered when the drop is too great.

In a town where the fire department acts quickly, it may be best to wait for
rescuer. Close the doors and wait by an open window for help. Shout for help.
Be sure to close the door before opening a window. Otherwise, smoke and fire

may be drawn into the room by the draft.

41. From most homes you can escape a fire through the

A) attic B) garage
C) windows D) balcony
42. Which of the following helps to break a fall from a second floor window?
A) Cement B) Grass
C) Pavement D) Concrete

43. This article hints that windows are
A) easily broken B) good escape routes
C) often hard to open D) useful to shut off smoke
44. We can see from this article that
A) breathing in smoke might be harmful
B) rope ladders should not be used
C) youngsters often start most home fires
D) jumping out of a window during a fire is dangerous
45. The main idea of this article is that
A) fireman are not well paid or well trained
B) it is not a good idea to smoke in bed or on a couch
C) people should know what to do before a fire breaks out

D) people should always keep the escape path open



