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"The American Law Institute, a distinguished body of legal
scholars, judges, and practitioners, has for many years compiled
'restatements’ of the law, which are detailed, authoritative
summaries or distillations of U.S. law. These summaries are
particularly valuable in common law fields such as torts, contracts,
and property—fields in which the rules of law are scattered across
thousands of judicial decisions and therefore very difficult to
access. The ALI's restatements as a result have been extremely
influential in the development of American law, as reflected in
their heavy citation in judicial opinions. Translated into Chinese,
the restatements will provide an accurate and efficient guide to
American law for the use of Chinese law students, scholars, judges,
and practitioners."
— Richard A. Posner, Chief Judge (1993-2000), Judge (1981-1993; 2000~

present), U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit; Senior Lecturer
in Law, Chicago University Law School

"The Restatements of the American Law Institute are the fruit of
long and serious collaboration between many of the ablest
American scholars and practitioners in various fields of law.
Chinese law reformers who seek the distilled wisdom of other legal
systems are fortunate that these learned and influential volumes
are now beginning to appear in Chinese language translations. No
one should claim that American experience and solutions are
necessarily applicable to China's distinctive political-legal culture
and problems. Yet, if one function of comparative law is to expand
horizons and stimulate thinking, these new translations should be
widely appreciated by our Chinese colleagues."

— Jerome A. Cohen, Founding Director {1965-1981), East Asian Legal Studies
Program and Associate Dean (1975-1978), Harvard University Law Schoo!;
Professor of Law, New York University School of Law
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The American Law Institute was founded in 1923. From the
beginning, the ALI has been an honorary organization that elects to
membership some of the most distinguished judges, professors of law,
and practicing lawyers in the United States. In recent years the Institute
has also elected prominent legal intellectuals in other countries.

The ALI's original task was to sponsor the "restatement" of the law.
This meant naming one or more professors to declafe legal principles.
The goal was and still is to promote the clarification and simplification of
law and — perhaps most important — the law's adaptation to social needs
and to the better administration of the system of justice. To this end the
ALI has authored Restatements in more than a dozen fields including
contracts, torts, agency, restitution, and property. The ALI has also
drafted proposed statutes, including the Model Penal Code and the
Uniform Commercial Code.

When a professor prépares a draft of common law doctrine or of a
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proposed statute, the draft is subjected to intense review by a group of
advisers selected because they are experts in the field of law or are
"generalists" who can comment from experience on many areas of law.
The work is also reviewed by those of the ALI's 3,000 members who are
interested in the particular subject. After that, the work is reviewed by
the ALI Council, a group of more than 60 eminent judges, law professors,
and lawyers. Finally, the work must be approved by the ALI membership
at its annual three-day meeting.

ALI principles have been cited by American courts in hundreds of
thousands of decided cases. Some statutes recommended by the ALI
have had great influence on United States law. This Chinese translation
series has been undertaken pursuant to an agreement effective October
2000 among ALIL Dr. C. Stephen Hsu, and China's Publishing House of
Law. The American Law Institute hopes that the translations in this

publication will contribute positively to the development of law in China.

LANCE LIEBMAN

DIRECTOR

THE AMERICAN LAW INSTITUTE
May, 2006
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@ %W Max Radin, The Trail of the Calf,32 Comell Law Quarterly 137(1946).
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