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Abstract

The book discusses the modernization of China by studying the
changes of the economy and society of Jianghuai area in modern
times. It discusses concretely how the import of modern western civili-
zation greatly influenced the economy and society of Jianghuai are-
a. This book says the society of China in modern times developed un-
der the dash of civilizations. The course of modernization is a part of
the civilization history. By studying the modernization of Jianghuai are-
a, We can study the modernization of China, the influence of western
civilization on the modernization of China, the questions existing in
the course of modemization and put forward the understanding about
the the modernization. There are two ways in the development of civili-
zation, one is the exchange, one is the innovation, the civilization
develops in the exchange and the innovation, the exchange is princi-
pal in the civilization history of human being. There are two forms of
the exchang; peaceful and gradual dash, violent and forcing
dash. The trait of the development of the Chinese civilization is that
before the Opium War mainly shows peaceful and gradual dash and
that in modern times mainly shows violent and forcing dash between
the western and east civilizations. The result of the dash between mod-
ern civilizations made china change from the traditional agricultural so-
ciety to the modern industrial society of capitalism, the modernization
began to start. There are two changes in economy, one is the fast de-

velopment of commodity economy and the enlarge of market, which
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promoted the development of markets of agriculture and handicraft in-
dustry, made natural economy begin to disintegrate gradually and cre-
ated the market of labour force and goods for the development of capi-
talism; another is the change from the production of handicraft indus-
try to the machine production of modern capitalism. The change of e-
conomy promoted the change of thought and political system, and pro-
moted the change of whole society . But this development was limited,
the perplexity of the development still existed, the development of e-
conomy and society had a lot of elements which prevented the develop-
ment. This book is divided into five parts;

Chapter one is the introduction, which discusses the problems a-
bout the subject and thought about the history, and also discusses the
problem about its meaning and characteristic of civilization, the rela-
tionship between the modernization and the civilization.

Chapter two, discusses the evolution of agricultural civilization in
Jianghuai area. By studying the condition and characteristic of agricul-
ture economy in Jianghuai area before the modern times, we can find
that the peaceful and gradual exchange between civilizations promoted
the formation of the Chinese agricultural civilization society and pre-
vented the development of the Chinese capitalist germ . The exchanges
among the world’s civilizations promoted the formation and develop-
ment of the agricultural civilization society. In the agricultural civiliza-
tion society, the characteristic of the production is that the agriculture
is main, the handicraft industry and commerce are secondary, the
feudal natural economy occupied the dominant position in the agricul-
tural civilization society, the development of commodity economy was
feeble, the development of handicraft industry and commerce was
slow. The exchange promoted the development of civilization, but the
society of agricultural civilization was firm, in the society feudal natu-

ral economy was filled with vitalily, the commodity economy devel-
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oped slowly. This prolonged the feudal society of China and impeded
the development of the capitalist germ of Chine. China itself could also
grow into the capitalist society, but because the feudal rule in China
was too strong, feudal society was too steady, that the change would
need very long time, and the import of western civilization accelerated
the change.

Chapter three, discusses the violent and forcing dash of western
civilization, namely the capitalist economic invasion of foreign coun-
ty. The mainest method of western capitalist economy’s invasion was
that western capitalism first opened the door of Chine by military force
and then carried on the economic invasion of goods and capital, civi-
lizations began to strike against each other directly. The invasion of
western capitalism followed two laws: one is that the development of
capitalism needed market, resources and labour force; another is that
the stronger country would be sure to invade the smaller and weaker
country, acted with actual strength, followed the theory of strength e-
quilibrium.

Chapter four, discusses the development of commodity economy
under the dash of civilization . By studying the development of trade
between China and the foreign countries, the development of tradition-
al agriculture and handicraft industry in Jianghuai area, the book dis-
cusses the development of commodity economy and the enlargement of
the market. The introduction of western civilization made China go into
the market’s system of world capitalism, enlarged the oversea and do-
mestic markets of Jiang — Huai area, promoted the development of its
commodity economy. In the later Qing Dynasty, especially after Wu
Hu was opened in 1876, the relationship between the economy of
Jiang — Huai area and the international and domestic markets became
stronger gradually. After Jing — Pu railway was open to traffic in 1912
during the period of the Republic of China, the commodity economy of



4 LHHRESAE: ERIBERREFHF AL TEHMT

the Yangtze River valley and the Huai River valley all developed. The
development of commerce and the enlargement of markets promoted
the development of agriculture and handicraft industry, promoted the
development of commodity economy. This produced two kinds of chan-
ges in economy: first, after the intrusion of western capitalism, the
level of the commercialization of agriculture was raised, the feudal
natural economy began to disintegrate gradually and provided the in-
dustrial production of modern capitalism with the labor force and the
goods market; second, a part of individual handicraft industry be-
came the machine production of modern capitalism.

Chapter five, discusses the beginning of modernization of Jiang-
huai area in modern times, namely the problem ofmodernization. It
discusses concretely the formation and development of modern capital-
istic industry in Jianghuai area, its formation was during the period of
later Qing and its development was during the period of the Republic
of China. Financial business, communications and transportation busi-
ness, post and telecommunications business also developed . The book
says, the importation of the goods and capital of modern western capi-
talism was a kind of importation of medem science and technology civ-
ilization, was a kind of dash to the east civilization, it made the tra-
ditional agricultural society change into the industrial society of mod-
ern capitalism and the course of modernization began to be underway,
politics, economy and culture all changed.

The production of modern capitalist industry of China was the re-
sult of the import of western civilization, it was not spontaneous. In
Jiang - huai area, the production of modern capitalist machine indus-
try was early, but the development was slow.

Chapter six, discusses the perplexity in the course of moderniza-
tion in Jianghuai area in modern times, discusses a lot of restrictive

factors of social development existing in agricultural society which
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blocked the social development. The book discusses the degree of mod-
ernization of economy and society in Jianghuai area in modemn times
which happened since the western civilization was brought in and the
thought about the modernization. It says, although the commodity e-
conomy had much development, it was still limited. The modern capi-
talist machine production was still not general. The level of moderniza-
tion is lower. The factors of restricting modernization, besides the his-
torical reasons such as war, natural calamity, exploitation of feudal-
ism, intrusion of western capitalism, still had four direct reasons:
the first is capital was short, the second is the idea was behind, the
third is the technology was behind, the fourth is the system was back-
ward. The most concentrating factor reflects in the backward system.
Chapter seven, discussess the related problums about the mod-
ernization of China including Jianghuai Area. The book discusses the
problem of social development, namely the the problem of social de-
velopment regarding hunan bing as the center in the field of vision of
civilization history, regards Jianghuai area history as a part of civiliza-
tion history, discusses its changes and the restrictive factors . The de-
velopment of modern capitalism is a progress of civilization history,
but is the development of morbid state . Modernization was being in
crevice, the nomal development of modern capitalism in China was
impossible. If we will realize the transformation of modem society, we
must sweep away obstacles. Modern history was the history of the civi-
lization exchange, the development of Modern society needs the inno-
vation of civilization, but the innovation needs to build a good social
operating mechanism, only in this way we can realize the moderniza-
tion . Exchange needs to open to the outside world, the innovation
needs reformation. The development of modemnization must be regard-
ing reformation and opening to the outside world as principle, building

a good social operating mechanism, regarding market as guidance,
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regarding science and technology as motive power, regarding the refor-
mation of political system, economic system and social system as guar-
antee, regarding industrialization as means, regarding the moderniza-
tion of person as goal, further developing the matenial civilization,
spiritual civilization and political civilization, making the economy and
society all progress to satisfy person, develop person, liberate person,
making person progress all — sidedly. Only in this way, we can realize
the change from the traditional agricultural society to modern industrial

society.
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