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The Vinegar
[

F Introduction
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Say the English word “vinegar”, you are almost speaking French. “Vinegar” comes from French:
“vin” is French for wine, and “aigre” means sour® . That’s exactly what vinegar is: sour wine.

Historians say that about ten thousand years ago, someone’s wine was accidentally left standing
too long and went sour. The result? Vinegar!

The basic formula for making vinegar is simple:

Step One: Yeast @ changes natural sugars to alcohol, in a process called fermentation @ .
(Fruits, vegetables, or beer can be used to make the alcoholic liquid required for the first step in
making vinegar) Step Two: Bacteria ® acts on the alcohol, changing it to an acid. This process is
called acid fermentation. The wine is simply exposed to air for a certain time.

We usually think of using vinegar in salad dressing® and pickles® . But historian says vinegar
has been used as a medicine for centuries. Through the centuries doctors recommended vinegar for
skin disorders @ and lung ailments®, as an inhalant®, and for sprains ®, fever and hemorrhages® .

Roman soldiers put vinegar in their drinking water to purify it. Through history the most important
use of vinegar has been as a food preservative. Refrigerators were invented less than 100 years ago,
before that time, food was preserved by drying, salting or pickling, and the most important pickling
solution was always vinegar. »

Today many people still use vinegar to soothe sunbum, as a stain remover, household cleaner,

weed killer and rust® cutter. .. and of course, as a cooking ingredient® .

F Notes
1. sour adj. B 2. yeast n. EEE}
3. fermentation n. &8 4. bacteria n. A&
5. salad dressing n. @HARE 6. pickles n. X
7. disorder n. (5UHL88)KE 8. ailment n. &%
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9. inhalant n. BRAZ 10. sprain n.
11. hemorrhage n. A& M 12. rust n.
13. ingredient n. ZIFHIER

IZ" Exercises
1. Which language does “vinegar” come from?
A. German B. Spanish C. French D. Scottish
2. Which is not the usage of vinegar?
A. cooking ingredient B. water purifier
C. food preservative _ D. chemical material
3. Which can’t be used to make the alcoholic liquid?
A. fruit B. vegetable C. beer D. salt

4. The doctor uses the vinegar to " b

A.. cure the sprains,
B. recommend the lung ailment
C. cure the skin disorder

D. All the above
5. The most important usage of vinegar is

RS S—

A. medicine : B. stain remover
C. weed killer D. food preservative
= Keys

Nature Balance
B AT

1= Introduction
AARLTER, ARFELACHZHEN, BALBITHINANE, BRRHLS “FIFHFRARZ",
B E ek T4,

Not many years ago, some American farmers began to complain about hawks ® . The hawks were
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killing chickens. The farmers did not know what to do. They went to the government officials and
asked for help.

The officials said, “We’ll pay you for each hawk you kill. ” The farmers began to kill the hawks.
Many hawks were killed, but the farmers now had another problem. The field mice were growing in
number, and they were eating up the farmers’ corn.

Hawks eat not only chickens but also field mice. They eat more field mice than chickens.

But if the farmers had known that, they would not have upset® the balance of nature.

In one part of the United States, there are deer which eat a kind of wild rose. The deer are eaten
by mountain lions.

The number of deer, mountain lions, and wild roses does not change much if people stay away
from them. If there are too many deer, mountain lions will increase rapidly in number and kill many
deer. If there are too many mountain lions, there will be fewer deer and there will be more roses.

It is always necessary for us to keep the balance of nature. The government once killed almost all
the mountain lions to protect the deer. Soon there were so many deer that they ate up all the wild
roses. Then they began to eat the green leaves of young trees which were important to the farmers.

So the farmers protected their trees from the deer. The deer had nothing to eat, and many of them
died.

The government learned a valuable lesson from nature.

F Notes
1. hawk n. & 2. upset v. $TEL, AL

¥ Exercises ;
1. Why did the American people kill the mountain lions?

A. Because people wanted to protect deer.
B. Because the mountain lions often attacked their houses.
C. Because there were too many mountain lions there.
D. Because people felt afraid of the mountain lions.
2. Which of the following statements is true? ___
A. After killing many hawks, farmers had no worry.
B. People killed the mountain lions because they didn’t like this kind of animals.
C. Many deer died from lacking of food.
D. The government didn’t learn anything from the nature.

3. What can we learn from the article?

A. We must keep the balance of nature.
B. We mustn’t kill any animals.

C. We must feed the hawks with our corn to keep the balance of nature.
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D. Both A and B.

= Keys

The Jumping Mice
B -

= Introduction
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The body of a jumping mouse is from two to four inches long. The tail has a length of from five to
six feet inches. Jumping mice usually leap © at least five to six feet. Some of them can jump down
from eight to ten feet through the air.

Forgetting their tails, we may say they can jump thirty to forty times the length of their bodies. To
“forget” the tail is rather hard to do. The tail is needed if this mouse is to keep in balance while
jumping.

When a jumping mouse is out off part of the tail, say two or three inches, this mouse finds things
different. If it makes a leap, it turns head over knees at least once, sometimes two or three times.
Jumping mice live in fields, grassland and some wooded parts of North America. :

Other jumpers are found in the hare family. They ought to make better leaps than the jumping
mice because of their much larger size.

Any hare leaps very well, but the jumping hares of southern and eastern Africa are far above other
hares. When you think of the size and strength of their legs, you will feel no wonder why jumping

hares are able to leap twenty feet or even more.

= Notes
1. leap » BEEK

= Exercises
1. Which of the following is true?

A. A jumping mouse’s body is as long as its tail.
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B. A jumping mouse’s body is longer than its tail.
C. A jumping mouse’s body is bigger than its tail.
D. A jumping mouse’s body is shorter than its tail.
2. We say that the jumping mouse can leap thirty to forty times the length of body when
A. the mouses forgets its tail. '

B. We measure the whole body, including the tail.
C. We just measure the body without its tail.
D. We forget measuring its tail.
3. What's the use of tail of the jumping mouse?
4. ‘Why do jumpers in the hare family ought to make better leaps?

= Keys

The Dolphins
B

= Introduction
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After a long period of studies, scientists are uncovering surprising new findings about dolphins @ .
They believe that dolphins do “talk” to each other, whistling “names” among themselves and others in
their group. They help one another when in trouble. Like bats, the& use sound waves to “see’ . Be-
cause of these and many other findings, many scientists now place dolphins among the cleverest ani-
mals on earth.

Dolphins love to mimic @ . If we swim on our backs, they do too. If we dive, they follow. Once
a trainer blew a puff @ of cigarette smoke against the window of an observation tank @, a young dolphin
suddenly swam to its mother, nursed® a moment, and spit out a cloud of milk against the glass.

It is even more surprising that dolphins are able to understand sign language. One of Herman’s
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dolphins has mastered more than 50 sign words. And they can also mimic the signatures of others.
Now scientists are learning how dolphins “speak” to each other.
Dolphins help one another. When birth-giving takes place, females ® gather to keep off sharks @ .
Later, while the mother looks for food, they care care of young dolphins, swimming in a circle.
Dolphins reach out to us in astonishing ways. What would ‘the world be like without them?

=" Notes
1. dolphin n. @K 2. mimic ». {5
3. puff v. —FEREHIAREME, — 0 DH#E o R, (3)—0&
4. observation n. WE4H 5. nurse v. & MBYL IR AP
6. females n. WETEENY) 7. sharks n. 88
= Exercises

1. What is the main idea of Paragraph 37
A. Dolphins surprise us. M0
B. Dolphins are able to understand sign Language.
C. Dolphins can master more than 50 sign words
D. Dolphins can speak to each other.
2. The word “they” in the fourth paragraph refers to i
A. female dolphins B. dolphins 'C. sharks D. male dolphins
3. Which of the following do you think is more reasonable?
A. We are still in the early stage of learning about these animals.
B. Sign Language is the only way to make dolphins understand us.
C. Man will be able to talk freely to dolphins in the near future.
D. We have little difficulty in understanding dolphins.
4. Why the young dolphin suddenly nursed and spit out a cloud of milk against the glass?

= Keys
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The Weasels
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F Introduction
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The weasel is a small animal like a rat. Its body is long and thin and has reddish brown fur on top
of its body and right beneath. It has a bushy tail and a lively face. Normally it hunts by night, seeking
out frogs, mice, rats, small birds and chickens — even if its victim is several times its own size.

The weasel is a very active little animal and perhaps because of its thinness,. appears to slide
along the ground like a snake. Sometimes it leaps along on its short legs and may even pause to play
around a bush. It will swim to catch a water rat or climb swiftly up a tree to steal eggs from the bird’s
nest.

Sometimes the weasel is unlucky in its hunting and is forced to try its luck during daytime. When
this happens, it sometimes uses a strange method. It goes near a bush where it can hear birds singing.
Then it dances about and wriggles its body from side to side. Like most wild creatures, birds are full
of curiosity. Some of them come down on the ground and watch the weasel. A few brave ones get
nearer and nearer to the weasel to have better look at this strange animal. After a while, one foolish
bird gets too near, and the weasel immediately seizes it. When this happens, the victim is not nece-
ssarily eaten for lunch. The remaining birds often fly to its rescue. They fly down on the weasel,

pecking it until it lets its victim fly and hurries away.

= Notes
1. weasel n. ERIR 2. reddish adj. WL EBH; MO EH
3. bushy adj. REH 4. seek out 3
5. victim n. ¥R, EY 6. slide v. /&,
7. wriggle ». &5 50 8. rescue n. / v. B, HIE
9. peck v. &
= Exercises

1. Why does the author mention “Chickens” in the first paragraph?




for Teens

A. They are bigger than weasels in size.
B. Weasels hunt them.

C. They like to watch a weasel dancing.

D. A weasel can dance to cheat them. '
2. By normally it hunts by night, the ‘author suggests that ____
A. Weasels have the habit of hunting during the day.
B. Weasels choose not to hunt by day.
C. Weasels never hunt by day.
D. Night-time is not suitable for weasels to hunt. \
3. What can we get from the sentences “When this happens, the victim is not necessarlly eaten
for lunch. The remaining birds often fly to its rescue. pl Sy
A. Tt is the victim who eats the weasel for lunch. »
B. The weasel takes its victim home to store it.
C. The weasel’s trick is not always successful.
D. It would be unwise for us to trust a weasel.

4. The main point of this passage is

A. How weasels get their food. ‘
B. A warning that nature has no mercy on foolish people.
C. A description of weasels, their way of life and the method they used to trick birds.
D. That weasels are not always lucky in, their hunting.
5. Which of the following sentences is correct? ..

A. A weasel is a rat.

B. The weasel’s victim is always several times weasel’s own size. i

C. A weasel can climb swiftly up a tree.

D. When a weasel hunts, ‘it usually dances about and wriggles its body from side to side to

attract other creatures.

= Keys




<4 -4

Today’s Robots
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= Introduction
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Robot. It is a word that seems so very modern. A word that creates a strong mental picture. A
picture of something that looks and acts like a human. Robots are not human, of course. They are
machines. We have a report on these machines and what they are doing.

Not long ago, the American “Star Wars” films made two robots very popular. The robots were
called C3PO and R2D2.

C3PO moved and talked much as a human does. He looked like a strange metal man. But his
computer brain made him much quicker at most mental activities than a human. R2D3 did not move or
talk like a human. He was a short fat tube-shaped thing with a rounded top and flashing lights. Like
C3PO, he had a very intelligent® computer brain.

Human-like robots still are found only in movies and science fiction @ stories. Simple robots,
however, are found in many places.

Robots are very much linked to our image of the future. The thought of what they may be able to
do seems exciting. Yet the idea of robots also is a little frightening. Part of the fear comes from the
way robots have been pictured in movies and science fiction stories.

The word “robot” is not as modern as you might think. It was used first in 1920 in a play by
Czechoslovak @ writer Karel Capek. The word robot comes from the Czech word for slave. In Capek’s
play, there were metal devices @ that looked and acted like humans. They were designed to do all
kinds of work to free humans from labor. Then the robots developed feelings. They killed the humans
who made them.

The word robot, and robots themselves, are less than 100 years old. But humans have been
dreaming of real and imaginary copies of themselves for thousands of years. Early peoples made little
human statues out of clay. And they cut wood and stone to look like humans.

Perhaps they thought if they could make a copy that looked human enough, it might really come
to life. Stories about creating human life continued for centuries. They usually involved the use of

magic. At the same time, people were beginning to invent devices that did some jobs by themselves.
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Such devices were called “automaton”. The name came from Greek words meaning “acting by itself”.
Clocks run by water or by heavy weights, for example, were some of the earliest automatons.

What do today’s robots do? Robots do work. Work that humans consider uninteresting or dan-
gerous. Many robots are machines designed to do just one job. They are made to move and work by
information put into their computers by humans. Robots used in industry are designed to copy the
movements of the human arm. Simple robots pick up objects and place them in position. They cannot
see. So parts and materials must be brought to them in the correct position.

What is the future of robots? The goal of scientists is to create a true human-like robot. Some
experts have described this robot of the future as one that can act independently with the physical
world through its own senses and actions. Humans have the ability to see, hear, ‘speak and solve
problems. Engineers have built robots that have one or two of these abilities. But it takes a number of
big costly computers to make the robots work.

Simple robots will be used more and more. Many persons fear robots will replace human workers.
Experts say this should not happen. They say robots can free human to do things robots cannot do.

And they note that humans and robots are more effective as a team, than either working alone.

= Notes
1. intelligent «. BSRBMY 2. fiction n. /N
3. Czechoslovak f# = Hi& K% 4. device n. &E
Z Exercises
1. The word “robot” was used first in 1920 by .
A. Karel Capek B. American C. Czechoslovak writer D. Karel Cu
2. Robot has a history of ____years.
A. thousands of B. 100 C. hundreds of D. 200

3. “Automaton” means
A. slave B. acting by itself
C. work D. machine

4. Today’s robots do work that .

A. humans consider uninteresting or dangerous
B. telligent
C. intelligent
D. heavy
5. True human-like robot _____
A. have already be created. B. is just an imagination.

C. have be produced a lot. . D. can be found in a few countries.
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Travelling Rats
iR BR

= Introduction
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In the Scandinavian © countries such as Norway and Sweden, there is a kind of rats called
travelling rats, which produce their young seven or eight times a year. The young will grow up in about
six months and produce their own young. So, in a few years these rats increase in great numbers.
Usually they live together in holes in the depth of high mountains and live on grass and roots of trees.
What is strange is that every three or four years, they will immigrate @ in thousands or even in
millions, leaving a few of them in their original @ living place. 37

The immigration mainly goes on at night. In the daytime, they eat and rest. At night, they go
just straight forward, even if there is a river before them: the rats in the front will drown themselves
while the ones after them will make their way on the bodies of the drowned rats. Sometimes the number
of the moving rats may decrease because of illness, bad weather or attacks from eagles, wolves and so
on. Once they reach the seaside, they keep on fearlessly and get drowned to the last one of them.

Why do they make such an immigration? Some suggest that there may be too many of them to find
food. Some suggest that the immigration is the result of the bad temper @ of the rats. But all these

remain to be proved.

= Notes
1. Scandinavian n. / adj. HfiEEIFRLE L 2. immigrate ». #&,THE
3. original adj. B 4. temper n. B

= Exercises

1. Traveling rats feed on

A. grass and roots of trees.




