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Introduction

My name is Walter Hartright. 1 am a drawing
teacher, aged twenty-eight. The time has come for
me to tell the strange story of the woman in white.

Wherever it is possible, T will tell the facts as |
know them, and the story as it happened. There are
other people in this story who were closer than my-
self to many of the situations you will be reading
about. Where that is the case, 1 will let them tell
their own stories.

This is a story of how strong a woman’s pa-
tience can be, and of what a man can achieve when he
keeps trying. v

1, Walter Hartright, will begin.
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Walter Hartright’s Story

Chapter 1

It was the end of July and it had been very hot in
London. 1 had not been feeling well or happy and, to
make matters worse, 1 had very little money. It
seemed certain that I would have to spend the next
few months at my mother’s cottage in Hampstead,
and at my small flat in town.

The evening was very still and cloudy when 1
started out on my walk that evening to my mother’s
cottage. :

1 should mention here that my father had been
dead some years. My sister Sarah and I were the only
ones left out of a family of five children. My father
had also been a drawing teacher and because he had
saved a large part of his salary, my mother and sister
did not have to worry about money after his death.

When 1 reached the cottage I was greeted, not
by the servant, but by my Italian friend, Professor
Pesca. 1 had first met the professor at one of the big
family houses in London where he was teaching Ital-
ian, and I was teaching drawing. The professor was,
without actually being a dwarf, the smallest man I
ever saw. He had made me his friend for life after an
incident at the beach one day. We had met acciden-
tally and went bathing together. I didn’t know it at
the time, but the professor had never been in the wa-
ter before. He couldn’t swim. As soon as he entered
deep water he went straight to the bottom. I dived
for him and pulled him to the beach. Ever since then
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he insisted that he should repay me in some way,
even though I wanted to treat the matter as a joke.

If T had not rescued Professor Pesca, it is unlike-
ly that I would have become involved in the story 1
am about to tell. It is unlikely that I would have even
heard the name of the woman who has been in all 1ny
thoughts. The woman who has become the one influ-
ence that now directs the purpose of my life.

I could tell by Pesca’s face, that evening, that
he had some good news to -tell me. He looked very
excited as we shook hands. We went into the sitting-
room where my mother and sister Sarah were wait-
ing. They were .both very fond of my small Italian
friend.

Professor Pesca moved to the centre of the room
to make his announcement.

‘Let me tell you my news,’ he began. ‘Ever
since my dear friend Walter saved me from drown-
ing, 1 have been waiting for a chance to repay him.
Now, the chance has come. At one of the fine Lon-
don houses where I teach, I was asked if I knew of a
drawing teacher who could teach at a private house in
the country for four months. Of course 1 said yes im-
mediately, and gave your name. Here is a letter
which gives the conditions of employment if you de-
cide to accept the position. Isn’t it exciting, Wal-
ter?’

He handed me the letter. It said, first, that
Frederick Fairlie of Limmeridge House, Cumber-
land, wanted to employ a drawing teacher for a peri-
od of four months; second, that the duties were to
teach his two nieces the art of painting in water
colours, and to help arrange his valuable collection of
drawings. It went on to say that the person who was
chosen for the position would be paid four pounds a
week. He would live at Limmeridge House and be
treated as a gentleman. Lastly, it said that anyone
applying for the position must be able to show very

good references.
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It was certainly an attractive offer. The idea of
spending some time away from London, and in the
company of two young ladies, was more than 1 had
hoped for. Next morning I sent my references to Mr
Fairlie. Four days later 1 received a reply. The job
was mine. [ was asked to leave for Limmeridge
House immediately. 1 made arrangements to leave
London the following day. In the evening 1 returned
to my mother’s house to say goodbye, and to thank
the professor again.

It was nearly midnight when I left my mother’s
cottage to walk the shortest way back to London.
The day had been extremely hot and now the moon
was full in a dark blue, starless sky. I hesitated,
then decided to walk the long way home and breathe
the fresh air of Hampstead Heath. 1 would go across
the winding paths of the Heath to Finchley Road and
then down the western side of Regent’s Park.

When I reached the road to London my thoughts
were of Limmeridge House, of Mr Fairlie, and of the
two ladies to whom 1 would soon be teaching water-
colour painting. You can imagine my fright when,
suddenly, a hand touched my shoulder from behind.
1 turned around and there stood a woman dressed
completely in white. ‘Is this the road to London?’
she said.

She appeared to be quite calm, but 1 wondered
what she was doing on this lonely road at one o’ clock
in the morning.

‘Did you hear me?’ she said. ‘I asked if this is
the way to London.’ -

‘I’ m sorry,”’ I said, ‘you frightened me. Yes,
it is.’

‘I didn’t mean to scare you,’ she said. ‘I saw
you coming and I hid behind some bushes until I saw
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