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ﬁljnit One

Text A How I Got Smart

I . Main Idea of the Text

Like other children, | had the normal kid's tendency to play rather than
study. But In my second year at school this situation changed dramatically.
What provided me with the motivation for studying was not the usefulness of
knowledge but a beautiful girt in my class | fell in love with. She was the top
student In class and | fell far behind her. In order to bridge the Intellectual
gap | tried hard to make myself knowledgeable. My efforts proved successful
in bridging the gap: she was impressed by my eruditlion, but | falled to sweep
her off her feet. L.ater | found that she was golhg steady with a basketball
player with a C + average. | felt hurt and betrayed. The story was over but
not the significance of It. It changed my life in that my pursult for knowledge
kept going on. Having tasted of the wine of knowiedge | could not give up.

II. Outline of Each Part

Part 1 (Paras. 1—3) Youngsters have a misconception about teachers.
Part 2 (Paras. 4—30) I tried hard to bridge the intellectual gap between Debbie and me.
Part 3 (Paras. 31—33) I failed to sweep Debbie off her feet.

The significance of the story is that it aroused my interest in see-

Part 4 (Paras. 34—37) king knowledge.

M. Questions and Answers to Check Students’ Preview

1. What is the wrong idea among youngsters about teachers? (L. 1)
The idea is that their teachers were child prodigies.

2. Did the author like to study during his adolescence? (L. 9)
No, he didn’t. On the contrary, he hated compulsory education.

3. Why did the author suddenly enjoy going to school in his sophomore year?
(L. 15—16)
Because Cupid shot his arrow right at his heart, that is, he fell in love with a girl in
his class and he enjoyed going to school just to look at that lovely face.

4. What was the gulf between the girl he loved and himself? (L. 20)
The gulf was intellectual, that is, the girl was the top student in class but the author
JSell far behind her. She had 50 I. Q. points more than he.

5. What did the author think he could do to sweep his princess off her feet? (L. 37)

1
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10.

11.

12.

Iv.

He thought he could sweep her off her feet first by bridging the gulf between them and
then by showing her his erudition both in class and outside class.

. Why did he buy the first volume of a set of encyclopedias — Aardvark to Asteroid

— and read? (L. 36—39)
Because he wanted to become Chief Brain in class and sweep his princess off her feet
with a surge of erudition.

. Did that prove to be of any effect in increasing his knowledge? (L. 46—50, 64—

67, 75, 79—81, 87—93)
Yes, it did. He learned quite a lot about the world that the girl didn’t know.

. What was the author’s original incentive to read books? (L. 35—39)

His original incentive was to win the girl’s love with his erudition.

. Was the girl swept off her feet by him? (L. 98)

No, she wasn’t. She was impressed by his knowledge but she was going steady with
another boy student from another school all the while.

How did the author feel when he learned the truth? (L. 105)

Of course, he felt hurt and betrayed.

What did the author mean by “like Agamemnon, but with less drastic conse-
quences, thank God” in Line 1057

By that he meant that Agamemnon, an ancient Greek king, was murdered by his
wife and her lover, but the author was fortunate that he didn’t die of grief.

How did his failure in love change him? (L. 101, 107, 110)

For a while he felt like forgetting everything he had learned but in time he recovered
JSfrom his wounds. Having had tasted of the wine of knowledge , he continued reading
the encyclopedias and more and more other books. It changed the whole course of his

life.

Comprehension of the Text

1. Who else but a bookworm, with none of the normal kid’s tendency to play rather than

study, would grow up to be a teacher anyway? (L. 2)

L FE S :Only a child who likes reading books very much rather than playing like oth-

er normal children is willing to be a teacher when he grows up.

E REEAR, RAHRTARR— BB T REERERTRE, R T HI1XHE

HWRBERKAKYZINR?

WIEREE:
1) else; adj. , ady.
(1) 309, B B FRERAXFRERAT)

What else did you say? #Rifin T 47
Who else wants to go? A HEAE 7
Is there anything else I can do for you? T BE B IR Lk By g9



Unit One

It must have been somebody else. & ERHAH 4 A,
Little else remains to be done. ¥WHHABKBEMT .

(2) B0 Kt ( BFREEEIARE)
When else shall we meet again, if Friday is not convenient for you? 22 B H R
AFE,BB4 57 Mt 4 IR B SK VB 7
It happened here and nowhere else. F4& & 4EEXIL, ARHEAMA AHF .
How else could I have acted? FAHP 4 ML REA B M Inigend?

2) anyway: adv.

(1) ZEER, LT ( & F anyhow)
I must finish the work today anyway. REERERSKUT TR LIE,

(2) NigRUMaFA, Rie M4 E (% T anyhow)
What is intelligence, anyway? & R BT 47
It seemed as if I couldn’t think of the right word anyway. F{F/E A HER LS
WMHFIRET _

EE 4 :who else... would grow up... AL 18, LA A1 N EFF G R A], 1B R
P TREMABRHAHEE AXBER, XMERAQHFAENFEL, W
Who else but a fool would take such a risk? B TR, 26 #HE S XK R IE?
with none of the normal kid’s tendency to play rather than study #&{ffi bookworm , to
play rather than study {&4ffi tendency,

2. Tve tried desperately to explain to my students that the image they have of me as an
enthusiastic devotee of books and homework during my adolescence was a bit out of
focus. (L. 6) '

& 3R X :T've tried very hard to explain to my students that it is wrong of them to imag-

ine me as a lover of books and homework when I was very young.

BUE R A 5 FENBBERMIC B FROE R —E R B B AMIEL

RIA—F S T,
&5 # :the image... was a bit out of focus #J R E M 4] 8, they have B FiE
M), 481 the image, 2B T HIX R AR1A) which 785818 W A] H4E have i
EE1E, ¥ of me as an enthusiastic devotee of books and homework during my
adolescence 1 .
WiEEE:
1) desperately: adv.
(1) AE—YIt, Br it
They fought desperately for their lives. fb{i]BEFERR 3}

(2) extremely, very much #& 3 Hb
They desperately wanted a child. {B{I{REE - NEF,
She always seems to be desperately busy! MiiF# S8 21RIT,

2) out of focus: not having or giving a clear picture because the lens is not correctly

placed £ SR HER] , BRI R 1 49
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The telescope is out of focus. ERITEEEA AT,
Your personality is all out of focus. #RIJPEAE TR BHib ASRBRE,
AL
(1) in focus: having or giving a clear picture because the lens is correctly placed
R AR, THMTRY
You’ll have to get her in focus before you take the photo. RZFEHIBEI—EEHE
D (RO i
(2) bring... into focus Ak BYFEEE, I (WX ) X HE
to bring a camera into focus J&¥EREAHYLAI AR
Bring the object into focus if you want a good photograph. REHIHIFHRHFHE
LB RIERE,

3. On the contrary, I hated compulsory education with a passion. (1. 9)
FFE W :On the contrary, I strongly dislike being forced to receive education.
BOE MR, RIBITRERHINE G HE
RERE:
1) compulsory: adj. required by law or a rule ¥ &#9,3&8 %89
Education is compulsory for all children in Britain. 7E 32 [E ff A & FEREREZ L

FHE .
Wearing seat belts in cars is compulsory by law. % RL2H BREHRER LAY
Ao

compulsory military service (5% 5£4% i
a compulsory subject WEFLH
2) with (a) passion:
(1) strongly JE& b, 58 F{ith
He hated them with a passion. fB3RZ{HRIRMBL],
(2) deeply, in a passionate way 7§t , H B
She sang with great passion. ¥ PR E HLHKIE
He argued with great passion. fh¥ZUHEFICHE

4. Cupid aimed his arrow and struck me right in the heart. (L. 13)
B FEN ; 1 fell in love with a girl.
iE: FHAPBESMEIS TRO.
WIERE:
1) Cupid;: Ett4s, FDREFHEH KEARE . ANA . FHERHEER,
— B S H P EAGOE , XABSE LRI T A,
2) strike sb. in the... : HFRTREAM-- o ELWREER:
pat sb. on the shoulder $4% A /8 85 slap sb. across the face T3 AH %
hit sb. in the face ¥T3 A& grasp sb. by the hand ${4EH AHIF
punch sb. in the stomach —ZF¥T7EHR At F L lead sb. by the nose EEHEHEAN

BB T
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X RE AN BE S IRE , i — /A5 | ShiRl e & a0 3R, B AT B 52
A REBURY £,

5. All at once, I enjoyed going to school, if only to gaze at the lovely face in English
m (L. 14)
2 30 B X :Suddenly I liked going to school, get a long look at the lovely face of the girl
in the class of English 1I.
ERAE, RER EFT WX REAN T RSB IGE BRI ZA
WIERE:
1) all at once: suddenly 3#X &
All at once, he understood why the wise old priest had said to him: “Avoid large
places at night; keep to smalll” ZERIE B B T A2 3818 B £ 200 18 3 A
i “BORK, BN
2) if only to; if only because, even if the only purpose is to... BJEMIA T
I will go to Professor Zog’s lecture, if only to spare his feelings. BIff{N{X % T BB
AR TE T, R E LTS
3) ifonly + WA ER; RE (EREMIER)
If only somebody had told us, we could have warned you. R M4¥H AEHIFHE
11, RATRREREEIR T .
4) ifonly + NRI(&EMER) - ER---SFW (ERELIES)
If only I could smash the ground with my fist and make the oil flow! IR AE—%
SCHEFF 3022 , L T P A i 3T 1 3R
If only he would listen to reason. ERMEBTrHBERE T
5) Omly if: AF(MALTAEN, TAEEE)
Only if you study hard, can you succeed. R RELE 1%, A REH .

6. My princess sat near the pencil sharpener, and that year I ground up enough pencils
to fuel a campfire. (L. 17—19)
PN :The girl 1 loved sat near the pencil-sharpening tool, and that year I put too
many pencils into it. I did so just because I wanted to be close to her and have
more time to look at her.

NiF: RAERNXBLELRERTL B—FRAENBERUSR—EE KA,

WIERE.

1) grind ( ground, ground) : v¢&. make smooth or sharp by rubbing on a hard
surface AR 8t , Bt

A man came to grind the knives and scissors. F—/~ AFZE T FHB T,
2) fuel; vt.
(1) to provide power or burning materials for J---+-- Hatme
Sometimes aircraft is fuelled in midair. BB KHLTEZS P .
(2) to promote, stimulate or make strong ( emotion, anger etc. )
The rapid promotion of the director’s son has itself fuelled resentment within the

5
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company. XTEH LT RIRERBNE T 2 FAFHAIER

7. Alas, Debbie was far beyond my wildest dreams. (L. 19—20)
¥ W : Debbie was far more excellent than T could have imagined.
Wi BHERTEmMAT,
ERE:
1) alas: int. a cry expressing grief, sorrow or fear 3
Alas! My lover has forsaken me. M&! FH1H ANHETE,
2) beyond one’s (wildest) dreams; i ¥ ARE, HFRARH
Incomes of millions have increased beyond their dreams. FH JT AHX A, X

MM B A BN,

beyond FE AR 4 :

beyond doubt ZETCEER] beyond recognition ok HHIA
beyond one’s means EF AW 715 & beyond comparison Joik HLAR

beyond one’s power J& 5 ATCHE N J1HY beyond repair JLH: &3
beyond description TIEE A

8. We were separated not only by five rows of desks, but by about 50 I. Q. points.
(L. 20—22)
3B .1 was kept apart from her by five rows of desks. I also fell behind her by 50
I. Q. points.
IIE . BRITBFHARE HHEESE, B H 4 50 2HE R
AIEME L. Q. : intelligence Quotient & 7

9. Occasionally, Debbie would catch me staring at her, and she would flash a smile
that radiated intelligence and quickened my heartbeat. (L. 25—27)

B 378  : Occasionally, Debbie would find me keeping looking at her, and she would

give me a quick smile that showed her intelligence and made my heart beat fast.
SE: BR, BHAREREN EHE, ¥ FHRER K BRZPEHEE
£, HROBNE.

B

1) catch sb. doing sth. ; find sb. doing sth. unexpectedly EEDEAEABES
He caught her secretly reading his old love letters. T B o 2 B A f e B A A
ATRIE -
If I catch you dozing off in class, I'll ask you to stand up. SRR & BAR E IR
B , TR AR IR AR

2) radiate; vt. & vi. to spread out in all directions = 5f
The sun radiates light and heat. KBRS EFIFL
The Romans built a network of over 80,000 km of straight roads radiating from
ancient Rome. BL AU B L NP LEET 8 AE A BN ERABEHNL
B



