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A Brief Introduction

The Reform Movement of Zhang Juzheng was the
greatest reform movement in the late years of ancient
times in China. It was similar to the famous reforms of
Shang Yang and Wang Anshi, and made the state pros-
perous and strong. The reform has been evaluateded fair-
ly by history. As his precursors, Zhang Juzheng’s per-
sonal life was bumpy, and he met with a tragedy fate.

The social context of history in the 16" century gave
the reform a special character of that time, the reform
thought from this background made it’s significance dee-
per and more complicated. The success and failure of the
reform both reflected the charater of the reform.

As a statesman, Zhang’s personality is outstanding.
He was born in a poor family, became a high officer by
his personal struggle. In the ten years being the prime
minister, he pushed forward the reform from politics to
economy, stressed the importance of law and supervise,
so peasants and merchants got much more from the re-
form. The reform made the declined dynasty recover in a
short time. There fore Zhang was called “the best prime
minister”, He was wise and full of strategies, but he of-
ten acted arbitrarily, and choosed the wrong person as
high officer, which led the disastrous consequences. He
loved reading but sometime acted as hooligan.

But in the end, his reform failed, which means the
dream of revival dashed. It was a tragedy of history.
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