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Charles Dickens

was born in England in 1812. He was the second
of eight sons in a poor family. Much of what he
writes is based on personal experience. When
Dickens’ father could not pay his bills, he was
sent to prison. Dickens’ mother and brothers

were forced to work hard at different jobs in
order to pay off the debts. Charles Dickens knew
firsthand about the misery and hunger of a poor
life.
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Nicholas Nickleby

After his father’s death,
Nicholas survives the hardships
of his boarding school and goes
on to become an actor in a
travelling theatre troupe.

Throughout it all, he must battle

against the evil ways of his
uncle. As he takes on the responsibility of caring for his younger sister

and widowed mother, Nicholas grows from a boy into a man.

Now Anne de Graaf has rewritten this moving story, using
simpler, more modern language.

Here is one of Dickens’ classic stories, taken from the past and
made readable for children in the present.

Anne de Graaf is the author of 27 children’s books published in
more than 30 countries. Nearly 3 million of her books have sold
worldwide. She lives in The Netherlands with her husband and their
two children.

Fosé Pérez Montero has illustrated more than sixty children’s
books. He studied Fine Arts in Madrid and has been painting
professionally for more than thirty years. He lives in Madrid with his

wife and their two sons.
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Introduces the Nicklebys'

There once lived in a quiet part of the Devonshire countryside in
England, a man named Godfrey Nickleby. He married late in life? and
only earned eighty pounds per year. After five years he had two sons,
but still not very much money. And then one morning he received a
blackbordered letter® with the news that his rich uncle, Ralph Nickleby,
had fallen by accident and died. This uncle left Godfrey no less than
five thousand pounds sterling®.

So Godfrey bought a small farm and lived there happily with his
wife and two sons until he died. Godfrey had been so careful with his
money that when he died, he could leave three thousand pounds to his
elder son, Ralph, and one thousand and the farm to his younger son
Nicholas.

Ralph believed that riches were
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the only true source of happiness and

power. He also believed it was lawful
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to take money from others in any Jo S 8045
way he could, just short of breaking F
the law®. So he built up quite a busi- RARRGREE

ness for himself in London. He let S RO
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others borrow money at high interest’, then

took advantage of people in debt® and 1
2
broke® them. He was a usurer*. 3
Ralph did not have many friends, 4
even though he was immensely’ rich. 5
There was something in the very wrinkles® 6
of his face which told of a deep and evil ;
cunning’. 9 WA
The only person he had any regular 10 F4:miE
contact® with was his clerk’, Newman 11 #BA&
Noggs. There had been a time when 12 —A&—k
13 A XHEK
Newman was a gentleman and had owned .
14 A%
horses and dogs. But he had spent all his 15 #2

money, then borrowed from Ralph, and
fallen deeper into debt. After that, Newman took to drinking'® and
became partly paralyzed", so that he could only walk with a limp".
Around that time Ralph decided Newman had to pay him back. So
Newman lost everything and was forced to work off his debt” as
Ralph’s clerk for many, many years to come. Newman became a man
of few words who felt great bitterness toward his employer*.

The younger Nickleby brother, Nicholas, was quiet and peaceful,
content’® with his life in the country. He eventually got married and the
good lady bore him a son and a daughter. When the son was about
nineteen and the daughter about fourteen, Nicholas decided it was time

to see if he could make some more money. Most of what his father had
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left him had been spent on his family and the children’s education.

“Speculate' with it,” his wife told him.

Mr. Nickleby said, “But what if we should lose it, then we would
have nothing to live off}, my dear.”

“Fiddlesticks’,” said Mrs. Nickleby. “Young Nicholas is old
enough to do something for himself, but he needs money to get started.
And Kate, poor girl, think of her without a penny in the world! Think
of your brother! Would Ralph be as rich as he is today if he had never
speculated?”

“That’s right,” Mr. Nickleby said. “All right, I'll do it.” Now
speculating is a risky* business, it means spending all your money on
one thing which may bring in large profits’, but it may also bring in
losses. And this is what happened to Mr.
Nickleby. The run of luck® went against
him and he lost everything he owned.

When this happened, Mr. Nickleby
started babbling’ wildly. And one day, he
called his family around him, hugged® his
wife and children, then fell asleep and

never woke up again.







How Mr. Ralph Nickleby Likes
Young Nicholas

Newman Noggs caught up with! his employer as he was walking
down the street.  “Here,” he said, handing a letter to Mr. Ralph
Nickleby. As usual, Newman didn’t say much. “This came. Black wax,
black border, woman’s hand.?”

Mr. Nickleby grunted®, “Black wax?” He glanced at the letter. “I
know this handwriting. I wouldn’t be surprised if my brother were
dead.”

“I don’t think you would,” said Newman quietly.

Mr. Nickleby snatched? the letter from him. “Humph. He is dead,”
was all he said as he walked away.

Newman came up next to him. “Children alive?”

“That’s the worst part. They are.
And his wife too. And all three of them
have come here to London, Newman.
The breath is no sooner out of my
brother when I* am being asked to take

care of a grown boy and girl and his

wife. What are they to me? Nothing.”
6




This news interested Newman Noggs
very much. He made very strange faces, al-
most as if he were laughing at his employ-
er behind his back.

Mr. Ralph Nickleby must have sensed!
something because he turned around and
looked at his clerk as if he were a dog. “Go
home!” he bellowed?, Newman slunk® away
and disappeared into the crowd.

Ralph Nickleby changed his route*
and went straight to the address which had
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been on the letter. He knocked at the door, told the landlady® the

widow$ who was staying with her would not be able to pay her rent’

much longer, then he went upstairs to meet his sister-in-law. He

entered the room and saw a lady all dressed in black, leaning on® a very

beautiful girl of about seventeen. A young man stepped forward and

greeted Ralph as his uncle.

“Oh,” growled® Ralph, “you must be young Nicholas.”

“Yes sir.”

Ralph turned to his sister-in-law, who was holding a handkerchief

to her eyes.“Come, come, husbands die every day.”

“ And brothers also, sir,” said Nicholas.

Ralph ignored® him. “What did my brother die of, ma’am''?”

“A broken heart,”she sobbed?.
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“There’s no such thing! Why is it, that
if a man can’t pay his debts everyone says

he died of a broken heart?”

“Some people have no hearts to break,”
Nicholas said quietly.
“How old is this boy?” Ralph whirled' around and pointed scorn-
fully? at Nicholas.
“Nicholas is almost nineteen,” his mother said.
“Old enough to make a living for himself and not live off his

mother.” Nicholas looked angrily at his uncle.




