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Rites of Passage: Archetype of Motifs
in Mongolian — Turki Epic

Abstract

This dissertation is a further interpretation to the character and archetype of
Mongolian — Turki epic. It consists of four chapters with introduction and conclu-
sion. In introduction I give a brief history of studies concerning to this topic, and
account for my models, purpose, and some specific terms. In chapter one, I
demonstrate that praying — for ~ son motif in Mongolian — Turki epic is closely re-
lated to the ritual of praying for son that offers sacrifice to heaven, earth, moun-
tain, and river. Chapter two is focused on the relationship between hero’s —
miraculous — birth motif and birth ritual. Chapter three considers the connection
between ordeal motif and initiation rites. Chapter four, by classifying hero’s re-
birth motif into two types — hero’s resurrection and hero’s going down into earth,
illustrates that this motif is also originated from initiation rites. Mongolian — Turki
epic usually describes the story of one’s growing up and the process of a person
initiates the society and culture from a natural being. By analyzing and compar-
ing the four motifs shown above and illuminating their integrated function, this
study reveals that the plot structure and the narrative pattern of Mongolian — Tur-
ki epic actually reflect a whole pattern of initiation rites. This is quite different
from western epic, which usually tells of the highlight of a historical event or a

hero’s experience.
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