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Abstract

In the study of the history of the early diffusion of Marxism in Chi-
na, the history of early struggle of Chinese Communist Party, especially
the history of the development of news industry under its leadership, the
history of the relation between the Communist International and Chinese
revolution, the history of the first cooperation between Kuomintang and
the Chinese Communist Party, there is an important figure and an impor-
tant periodical that we should never neglect and must study thoroughly.
This important person is Cai He-sen (1895—1931), who is one of the
most prominent early leaders of CPC and an acknowledged remarkable
theorist and propagandist. The important periodical is the weekly newspa-
per Guide (1922.9—1927.7), which is the first political organ run by
the CPC. Tt is supported by the Communist International and aims to
guide Chinese national revolution.

Cai He-sen is a pioneer among those Chinese overseas students in
France who accepted Marxism and the way of the October Revolution. As
a retuming Marxism theorist from abroad, he participated in the prepara-
tion of the creation of Guide and became its first chief editor. He is
deeply associated with Guide in many ways: he is the major founder,
the first chief editor, the second most important contributor of articles
and the first commentator; on the other hand, Guide offered him a good
platform and opportunity to fully display his capability in Marxism theory
and propaganda. As the first chief editor, Cai He-sen played a part in
working out the tenet and policy of Guide, moreover, he paid much at-




Abstract 5

tention to the organization of articles and the publication and circulation of
the periodical. Therefore, he is one of the founders with significant influ-
ence.

Following Cai He-sen, Peng Shu-zhi and Qu Qiu-bai became the
second and third chief editor accordingly. Among the three chief editors,
Cai He-sen stayed on the position for the longest time—for 2 years and 8
months; he edited most periodicals—116 volues; he is the most influen-
tial one, for example, speaking of Guide, people immediately referred
to him. Compared with other organs published by the Central Committee
of CPC, such as the quarterly magazine New Youth and the monthly
periodical Pioneer, Guide is characterized by “the direction organ of

1

CPC’ s policies ”, “the guide line of public opinion” and by its vivid
comments on current affairs, timeliness, and so on. Guide, New
Youth, and Pioneer together with other periodicals established the strong
discourse system of the CPC’ s theoretical and political propaganda.

Based on Guide, Cai He-sen actively spread Marxism, mainly his-
torical materialistic view. He employed basic principles of Marxism into
the analysis of the character of modem Chinese society, the character,
tasks, objects and motive power of Chinese revolution and the study of
military struggles and the United Front led by the proletariate. He actively
spread the creed of anti-imperialist and anti-feudal democratic revolution
worked out by the second Party Congress. He made great contribution in
the field of the probation into the theory of New Democratic Revolution
and making Marxism and Leninism as the Party’ s theoretical weapon in
various struggles—that is, to make Marxism Chinalized.

Taking Guide as a platform, Cai He-sen guided the political strug-
gles of his time duly and correctly. Because of the limitation of the length
of paper, only one example is offered here. After the Armed Commercial
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Forces Incident, Cai He-sen brought some influential theorist of CPC to-
gether to comment on the incident on Guide. The Ammed Commercial
Forces Incident in 1924 is a serious incident resulting from a series of de-
teriorating conflicts between the Revolutionary Government in Guangzhou
and the local commercial groups. On behalf of the CPC, by means of
Marxism theory, Cai He-sen thoroughly analyzed the causes, character,
effects of the incident and the solution to solve it, which to a large degree
affected Sun Yat-sen’ s policy toward the settlement of the incident. In
fact, Cai He-sen’s ideas stood for the CPC’ s highest level in thought at
that time.

Because Guide formulated its propaganda tenet and edition guideline
and firmly stuck to them, it differed greatly from other party organs and
other ordinary media in style, which made it eamn quite extensive social
influence. The Communist Intemational, the Soviet Russian government,
the Central Committee of CPC and common readers gave it full affirmation
and warm praise. The imperialist powers and the Chinese warlord govern-
ment resented it strongly and destroyed it madly. Although Sun Yat-sen
and his Kuomintang admired its efficacy of propaganda, the disliked its
cool-and-independent-criticism principle. The weekly paper Struggle run
by Hushi and the nationalists such as Zeng Qi disagreed with the anti-feu-
dal and anti-imperialist creed it advocated, so there was a long-standing
debate between them. All the vast social influences highlight the close re-
lation between Cai He-sen and Guide, that is to say, all the merits and
“faults” are closely linked with him.

One of the reasons for Guide to have extensive influence is that it
had gathered much experience of running a party organ since Cai He-sen
acted as the first chief editor. The experience mainly are as follows: it

started a good tradition—the party organ run by the Party and statesman;
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it fostered a good way—attaching theory to practice in the propaganda of
party organ; it invented a good working method—sticking to the mass
line; it developed a fighting style—the party organ being sharp in tone.
Meanwhile, with Cai He-sen as the chief editor, Guide also had some
defects, for example, its comments on current affairs seemed to be too
subjective, its articles were hard to understand sometimes, its criticism
were rather extreme, and so on. These defects affected the result of pro-
paganda and are lessons to remember.

Key words: Cai He-sen; The Weekly Guide; National Revolution;

The Communist International




=2

B EA LR, EA¥ARTA K EI 5 AT I AL
R, WRMTEEAEENEY, BREREEDHOLRELSIT
B, ETIRERENG T, TR, E+RERPHESE
T RN RGBTSR BB SRR . TEABARE
MR BR T, BAZZANENIMERARERTAFA BN
ERZME, BHAREAZNRE, HEL DR 0
7o Bk, I LRFEARRWRE L B3 HF R RRAE
B — MR R

It BT Z BT L A ARG, HRE SR EE A
FrRIAL. BRARFORITREAY, AHEXHRER LR
TRH#ZH, BEEENBRERTRE TRERKE . KL
k, FHERFRMUFELVHR T EMB MmN S LesA”,
EHXNETREERRUHRS R ZHHL . DR RE
- R WPIRBR, WAAL—-MFsZE, BRS
ZEPEARF KK E L IE

BANHANE RIS, KPR EXT Bz
AREH, EEFRFXEILKAEHRHRES), Wiy —L&
MXB P RHRRR, FEELARERTEM, ARl
TH—EE0 . —SNE I SR E X AR LR A
B o Bl et B+ 28 RIE P LB SR P A
BEHERFE, ME (SOFRPHEEFRNERALE) —
Xepdgi: “ A 1949 LR, PIELHARE T HFEZERAM




2 BEh&b5 (8%) AR

R, ZLEMEAFRPRELEARERT LEHZE, DEE
RUTFTI . U Iks3e SEBT T P E & Fh I s 5T 24 ok U EE
JUH4E, BN, B2, WRER ST RN EAR R,
PFRAIRAERT o EHFE S0 F 4, EAFT 30 ER P
LHARDAFERREEB S . HRIERFERDR, ERESEF
MZIEA RN RRERARGEM D AMHW, BHETF—
TR RARONBEE SRR RBRHBHNEL, MiKREE
WRAIEHIIEHT .

anfaf g A SE SRR IR, IR ZERS LB ISCRTI, R
7 CERE . BB EE R , e TR A
MEHHERES, BRATRSEM AL LR, BEFAER
BRI, IEAMBERE) L EREGMAE Y S, ARE
HIERYE, MR EFERAIR, BERRENS ARG R,
EARREX AN HHOLEIRME, ot 2 L —C —IRABIE 7%
SEAREIBTES £ ERRIEME, ALK A X SR
BHMELERN I, 52, REEAEHIILERHR
FREMLIRBEEEN, THEE LK, BHFEH LI
ik, MW, EERFRLSBHEMBIX—SEHEHE,

RARFBELIRE ER S P o AL, FTLIA 3L
REE, FHEERTFRERERIGEG £ ¥ +2%0, e
W ETE , ARG E A A B A AL A%
&, Bl TS FHFRR TENER, PtesmmiiE
MABREBIGR, ZLREAXLEMER, BHU “ENE
5 (%) AR KR SRR, XAEE BRI IR R AR
ALK, BEEIMNAMERE NS EHERT TIENE
B, KBLAEREXRFET .

BT X AR AT LA S B 3t SRR M B R S AL
LEEAN TR, FIURBE KRS EM, BHRESMEAL




A 3

XSRS o BEMAZMEN, REERXGWERER
ATRER Ay R E, HARERABEFREWUUERN “ELH
A7, BREVIFMRESIEIETHERELR, REFHH
B, BURBAEFAMET . EX—F EFRHITFER T —
EHES, AESESEFBIERMERRBIWRZ, BRX
ERERER TR EE, 75, REBORANEREAETRRHN
BEFETLIR, GEHE. MAIMSFRTLR, R
TEGERHZHE E WA PR . RN R E M Z ) P BRI E R
FEFY, VTR A4 2 E MR 7 E ik Z AT A 2 o

ZIBERIRES Ty, BHFATFRRT ZRELFAIEX
WEE, TEED TRINE RIEZIFEH, FLEDT T AR, £
SEREAFERBIULE FOR T PRI SCHT TIFE . TR
P RWAMUEDEE T IR RIFT RS Z AL, R XHESCIE
FERW TREMBREN, MHBERREES, ERNIZER
i

B, SRR XEIERUE IR ERR . BREEE
EREE BOHOMRIER, ERiEREIMNEH A2
D85y, BARGUERR Xo 1% B AR AR — ST ) s
MR R AR, M (E%) MRS
HE . 2REER . WS RTURENRBEIHFFEZT
W, SR TERMRS (aT) MEIXR; FX (AR 6
=fEEH. (W%, FEHF) 5 (Arg) FTHPHT T B
7 T TEMBRIMEL (i R) vEEH, XS TO8 E R E L
PriSGt % Sy, LLRSERABRR T M E B 58w, 5
EEETBASBIE N BRI 2& AN (FR) K, FMmik
E4 (mF) WEZRMBVIERE, ZHBREELRASHET
HNFEERNRZAL, WiRA LETRERFFPELLEEY
R, AEEREEHCLINFEREMPIREHAER, ED




