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Chief Compiler Jiang Zehui
THE SERIES OF CHINA FAMOUS-FLOWER
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The series of

China famous-flower

is authored by famous flower experts
who have rich experiences

and theories of flower culture.
Famous flowers and breeds

with picture and writing

including in the books

form a series and are published

by China Forestry Publishing House.
This series

will do good to flower industry

which has a prosperous future in China.
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Herbaceous peony is such a traditional kind of flower in China that this country has been honored as the “Cradle
of herbaceous peonies”. Among hundreds and thousands of flowers, the only flower that can match peony in beauty
is herbaceous peony. The history of herbaceous peony planting in China is very long, which can be dated back to
over 3900 years ago in the most ancient imperial gardens. Herbaceous peony is the favorite flower of people through
history not only because of its big corolla, gorgeous colors, elegant carriage and rich varieties, but also because of the
fact that it has been regarded as the symbol of luck and peace. Herbaceous peonies are widely planted in China. Over
400 varieties of herbaceous peony are seen in vast areas either north or south of the Changjiang River. Herbaceous
peony is not only attractive to appreciate, but also very inviting for its medicinal value. Just as the famous poet Zhang
Jiuling in the Tang Dynasty once mentioned in a poem, the root of a peony is bitter to taste, but it is temperate in
nature and can be used as a medicine. It is used to stop convulsion, fight virus, diminish inflammation, increase the
production of urine, check the agglomeration of blood platelet, and help to prevent the abscess of alimentary tract.
Han Yanji, a poet in the Song Dynasty, related in his peom in the following words: “the herbaceous peony is the most
affectionate, in its morning make-up it presents a new demeanor”. The Chinese people are fond of herbaceous peony
since ancient times. Herbaceous peony, which never vies with other flowers in showing off her beauty and does not
come into flower until late spring, has always been praised for her lofty spirits and modesty. Herbaceous peony is the
symbol of peace, and the messenger of friendship. It is a flower that belongs to the entire humanity. It blooms not
only in China, but also in various parts of the world.

This is a comprehensive work on Chinese herbaceous peony, dealing with altogether over 300 species, verieties
and cultivars, as well as their history and cultivation techniques. Nearly 400 colors photographs are provided. This
will enable the book to be useful scientifically and artistically, and to suit both refined and popular tastes.
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