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FOREWORD

From Qing Dynasty on, most beginners in traditional Chinese painting have taken models from «Jie Zi Yuan
Model Paintings». For lack of advanced printing installations, only block printed versions were available within a
considerably long period. By such models, it was difficult for beginners to learn the actual changes of painting
skills. In recent years, much more model books have been published. But most works collected in those books were
new creations expressing very strong individual painting styles. Traditional Chinese landscape painting has long-
standing history, and the essence of the art lies on the skill and the graceful bearing the works presented. To show
such characterigtics which were lacking in traditional painting books, this picture album has been edited and publi-
shed.

Members engaged by Beijing Municipal Institute ot Literature and History are erudite scholars and specialists
who possess superb moral character and are well-known in the society. Among them, painters and calligraphists
are all veterans with great attainments. Some of them are descendants from scholastic famous households, some
are diligent disciples of famous masters, some are professional experts all their lives and have attained outstanding
achievements, some have published painting collections and held exhibitions thus being well-known at home and
abroad, and still some are well-versed in painting theories and hav'e trained innumerous disciples who are living
and working in and out of the country. They are common in carrying on the art, applying the traditional skill in cre-

ation, and presenting individual characteristics.

Over 60 landscape paintings from 10 veteran painters are collected in this album. Majored by traditional pain-
tings and supported by some imitations of ancient works, these can be taken as representative pieces of different
schools of the north and the south. The intention is to provide beginners who tong to study traditional skills with a
favourable model, through which they can step deeper into the art.

Editing and publishing this album embody the guiding principle of the Institute —— To carry on and spread the
national traditional culture. But, learning skills from predecessors is just a means of studying traditional Chinese
painting. Ancient skills are the summaries of ancestral experiences in learning from Nature, and learners should en-
rich their knowledges and skills, on the base of carrying on the tradition, through sketching and absorbing new
and effective skills from Chinese and foreign paintings. Furthermore, to create one's own style, it is utterly necessa-
ry to study much more than just the painting skill. Read books, go visiting, do these as frequently as one can to im-

prove one's mental quality —— These are at least equally important.

The Editor
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