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UNIT ONE

Text

Unconditional Love

A story is told about a soldier who was finally coming home
after having fought in Vietnam. He called his parents from San
Francisco.

“Mom and Dad, I’'m coming home, but I've a favor to ask: I
have a friend I'd like to bring home with me.”

“Sure,” they replied, “we’d love to meet him.”

“There’s something you should know,” the son continued,
“he was hurt pretty badly in the fighting. He stepped on a land
mine and lost an arm and a leg. He has nowhere else to go, and I
want him to come live with us.”

“I’'m sorry to hear that, son. Maybe we can help him find
somewhere to live.”

“No, Mom and Dad. 1 want him to live with us.”

“Son,” said the father, “you don’t know what you’re asking.
Someone with such a handicap would be a terrible burden on us.
We have our own lives to live, and we can’t let something like this
interfere with our lives. I think you should just come home and
forget about this guy. He'll find a way to live on his own. %

At that point, the son hung up the phone. The parents heard

1



nothing more from him. A few days later, however, they re-
ceived a call from the San Francisco police. Their son had died
after falling from a building, they were told. The police believed
it was suicide. The grief-stricken parents flew to San Francisco
and were taken to the city morgue to identify the body of their
son. They recognized him, but to their horror they also dis-
covered something they didn’t know — their son had only one
arm and one leg.

The parents in this story are like many of us. We find it easy
to love those who are good-looking or fun to have around, but we
don’t like people who inconvenience us or make us feel uncom-
fortable. We would rather stay away from people who aren’t as
healthy, beautiful, or smart as we are. Thankfully, there’s some-
one who won’t treat us that way. Someone who loves us with an
unconditional love welcomes us into the forever family, regardless
of how messed up we are.

New Words & Expressions

unconditional / ankendifanal /
adj. T

mine / mam / n. HiFE

handicap / 'heendikeep / n. [
% A F &4

burden / 'badan / n. T, K #H
Uiki:|

interfere / mtafio / v. PikF, T
h

guy / gar / n. FK, N5 /MKF»

A

live on £ eeee HYE s Pl oveees P E o
'

hang up HE#T (FL#H)

grief-stricken  / 'gri:fstrikan /
adj. B

morgue / mag / n. BRF BT 4EF
=

identify / ar'dentifar / v. B¥ik;
|



horror / ‘hors /' n. 2 ; BARE
good-looking / 'gudlukiy / adj.
UMD HFERY

/

inconvenience / inksn'vimnjans /
v [HEERE|AE BRI
uncomfortable / ankamfatabl

adj. REFRME, AL/ AH
TEHY

would rather “J* /& . 7 A

Proper Names

Vietnam / 'vjetnem , #7g

thankfully / Geepkfult / adv. fik
b R

regardless / rigadlis / adj. £
REDE AFER AL
Y

regardless of NI AN

mess / mes / v, FE eeeees FH,
Heeeen L
mess up & EL . R

San Francisco / seenfreensiskav - [H4s 1l

Notes

1. A story is told about a soldier who was finally coming home after

having fought in Vietnam. X Bikd - Mm% LA T
B Y-+ EAYREE . A after having fought in Vietnam #H
4 F after he had fought in Vietnam,
. and I want him to come live with us. -« T AE fbad R ER I

fil—#& A&, A4 come live f1¥%F come and live,
... but to their horror they also discovered something they didn’t
know -— their son had only one arm and one leg. - HEAfib
IR TR R B TR RE A IRLT RE
— FLg A — 2B

. We find it easy to love those who are good-looking or fun to have
around ... BATERMBAESKER LEIFHAF T E LA B
# A, ‘it B A EiE 1o love ... have around K EIEHEIH,
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B
I find it quite necessary to make some changes,

5. We would rather stay away from people who aren’t as healthy,
beautiful, or smart as we are. A1 BT B ARLE A IR A\ Tk .
EMWEIEAK A . would rather A TR", RERE . fl
.

I’d rather have a weekend with you. BT EMK—EER XK.,
He said he’d rather not drive, it TEAFF E. (FE would
rather FEFLR )

Grammar . H#ES|iEMEHES|IE (1)

LA ARUER M TR, —FEEESE NEERERERE
ABRGE, R URIE R A RAGI S W 5 —F R ES1E. M5 RE
iR ASIENRE . AEBIS . il

B{4E3|iE. “Son,” said the father, “you don’t know what you

are asking.”

[B]3%75|i& . The father said that his son didn’t know what he was

asking.
1. BRRAAOIEIIESE . 5 R MR et EAR S & B BT AR 89 A PR Bt

A EHE A AR IE S JE A that 51 5%, #il0.

The son said. “I’'m coming home.”
The son said that he was coming home.

The son said. “I want my friend to live with us.”
{The son said that he wanted his friend to live with them.
The father said to his son, “Maybe we can help him find some-
where to live.”
The father told his son that maybe they could help him find
somewhere to live.



