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Abstract A

Abstract H

The Korean Peninsula, which is located in the northeastern
Asia, has continually be regarded as a strategically critical posi-
tion by the great powers in the world, and the Northern Korean
nuclear crisis was sparked off at the beginning of 1990s while A-
merica suspected, based mainly on the U.S. spy satellite photo-
graphs, that North Korea had developed the facilities capable of
cultivating nuclear weapons. It was under the great pressure ex-
erted by the American government that North Korea accepted
six rounds of inspections launched by the International Atomic
Energy Agency (IAEA) from May 1992 to February 1993. In
Qctober 2002, the American government announced that North
Korean had confessed they were conducting the uranium-enrich-
ment program after James A. Kelly, the presidential envoy, re-
turned from his journey to Pyongyang. World attention, accord-
ingly, focused on the North Korean nuclear issue once again.
Two month later, America stopped providing North Korea with
heavy fuel oil on the account that the latter violated the frame-
work agreement between North Korea and the United States.

As a result, North Korea, on December 22, announced the ter-
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mination of the nuclear ban against it, removed the inspection
devices installed on its nuclear equipments, and, at the same
time, restarted the facilities generating industrial electricity as
well. On January 10%, 2003, North Korea declared to withdraw
from the Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT), which trans-
formed the North Korea nuclear issue into an intractable crisis.

The repeatedly occurred nuclear crisis on the Korean penin-
sula extremely worried China, Russia, America, Japan and South
Korea, all of whom have sustainable strategic as well as geopo-
litical interests in this region. In order to prevent the crisis from
becoming more intense and nudge the parties toward a long last-
ing solution, China as well as the other countries involved advo-
cated to settle the problems peacefully through diplomatic chan-
nels, which led to the opening of this multilateral mediation and
intervention process.

International good office and mediation, which offer the
most promising approaches to conflict management, are the most
frequently used ways to settle disputes peacefully. In essence,
both of them are processes related to calling in the third parties
to offer help for the final settlement while the directly involved
parties are unwilling to negotiate face to face, or direct negotia-

tion conducted but failed to reach an agreement. The difference

- between the two ways is that under good office conditions the

third parties don’t fundamentally get involved in. the negotia-
tions while in the mediation circumstances the outsiders not on-
ly directly take part in the negotiation processes but also be re-

sponsible for offering suggestions or possible conflict manage-
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ment options with the aim to shape the content and nature of a
final outcome. However, a clear distinction between good office
and mediation can hardly be made in the diplomatic practices,
and these two conflict management approaches can, sometimes,
even substitute or reinforce each other. It is commonly accepted
that international mediation and intervention have, since their o-
rigination at the end of 19" century, played critical parts in the
international conflict management, whose constructive and ac-
tive functions can be highlighted as the following: facilitating
direct contacts between the conflicting parties, particularly when
their foreign relations broken off; issuing the agenda for further
negotiations; carrying out information from one conflicting par-
ty to the other; delivering other services required by the parties
involved. The essential characteristic of mediation and interven-
tion is that they can, without resorting to the authority of law,
manage to bring both parties together in some neutral environ-
ment, and can, by exerting some control over the conflict
process, channel conflicts towards a more flexible and construc-
tive settlement.

The first round of six-party talks among China, America,
Russia, Japan, South Korea and North Korea was held from 23
to 25 in April, 2003. After that, the above mentioned countries,
with the aim of coordinate different stance and facilitate consen-
sus, held another four rounds of talks in August 2003, February
2004, August and September 2005, November 2005 respectively.
During these talks, America and North Korea attended the

meetings as conilicting parties while the other four acted as me-
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diators, and China, being the runner and the most important co-
ordinator, made great efforts in maintaining the stability and
peace of the northeastern Asia as well as that of the world.

What are the actual causes of the North Korean nuclear cri-
sis? How does the formality of six-party talks come into being?
Are the International good office and mediation approaches sui-
ted the needs to the final settlement of the Northern Korean nu-
clear crisis? What has been achieved up to now? Through what
way can the cooperating and security system be constructed in
the northeastern Asia? Why does China want to play the host
and coordinator in it? What's the reasons that China prefers to
the peace settlement of the Korean peninsula nuclear crisis?
Those are the questions to be investigated and answered in this
essay, and the specific analysis will be conducted in the follow-
ing five parts respectively.

The first part focuses on both the origination of the North
Korean nuclear issues and its strategic impacts, which includes
the following specific contents:

© The Korean peninsula, with the name of “eastern Bal-

kan”, holds a strategically critical position, and it is the
intersection point where various interests of the great
powers contradict. The Korean peninsula was politically
separate by the cold war, and the sever military confront
between the south and the north repeatedly exerts nega-
tive impact on the fragile security situation there.

© Based on the analysis of the course and reason that

caused the Korean nuclear issues evolved into a nuclear



