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UNIT ONE COLLEGE LIFE

1. English Learning in China: a Viewpoint

Adapted from an article by Norman Pritchard

1. What do you think is the purpose of learning a foreign language?
A. To pass the exam for a better college.
B. To communicate with people from other countries.
C. To study and work abroad.
D. To gain more opportunities for personal and national development.
2. How many years have you been learning English? Are you satisfied (##%#) with your English? In
what way do you think you can improve ($27) it?

f e e Tt o e e e e @ e s o e mamm mmem e m e e e e s e e e e ‘X
English learning has become important and necessary for Chinese young peaple. |

But as a matter of fact, after having studied English for six or nine years, many
of us still have difficulty speaking and writing good English. What went wrong? | J

. Here is a viewpoint from an English teacher. ;




n

10

~
A\ H

25

Unit One College Life

Today’s world moves at a fast pace’. To survive? in it you
need to be able to keep up learning new skills as they become neces-
sary and raise your standard of education or training many times
during your working lifetime. But young people in China preparing
themselves for a future that will be ever more challenging? in terms
of* its demands on their skills are being let down® by an educational
system that forces them to study instead of learning.

But surely, you object®, study IS learning. No, it isn’t — at
least not necessarily. Nor is learning study — necessarily. The sim-
plest example is the skill of riding a bicycle. You could attend a
series of” lectures® on the subject, copy instructions® on how to do it
from the blackboard, memorize diagrams'®, analyze!! it or take notes
on the mechanics'? involved. You could learn all these things off by
heart before going into an examination room. And then you would
write two hours’” worth of examination answers on the subject and
be awarded" a degree in bicycle studies. But would you be able to
ride a bike?

All right, you might say that’s riding a bicycle, and everybody
knows you can’t learn that only with theory™. You have to do it with
practice, but surely that’s not true of learning science or history or
language, is it? You have to be taught these things: you need a teacher.

Far be it from me to say the world doesn’t need teachers: I am
one myself. But if there’s one thing I’ve learned as a téacher, it’s
that there’s a limit'® to what you can achieve through teaching, but
no limit to what you can accomplish'® through learning. This is
because true learning only comes from within the learner himself.
And the chief responsibility'” of an instructor™ is not to teach but

rather to organize situations in which learners can learn.

15.
16.

. pace /peis/ n. ik, EA

. survive /sa'varv/ v. ¥4,

4

. challenging /'tfelindzuny a.

FA BB MY

.in terms of #--- kW
. let down &%

. object /ob'dzekt/ v. Bt

. a series of — &%)
. lecture /'lektfs/ n. ¥,

g3

. instruction /in'strak{an/ n.

#%, B4

. diagram /'darogrem/ n.

B A&

. analyze /'®Enolaiz/ vt. 4°

., o8

. mechanics /mi'kaniks/ n.

P 4 M

. award fo'woid/ vt. ¥-F

. theory /'Q1ary/ n. Eit

limit /'limit/ n. BR

accomplish /a'kamplxf/ ve.
-
A,

. responsibility /r1,sponsi-

‘bilatt/ n. F4E, B

. instructor /in'strakta/ n.
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1. English Learning in China: a Viewpoint

Here’s one from my own field. Can you speak English? Or if
you can, what about your classmates? Are they all fluent' in English?
They should be. Many Chinese students now start learning English
in primary® school. By the end of the full secondary-school system,
they have studied ( or been studying ) English for something like six
to nine years, they know at least 2,000 words, and over 90% of them
pass English in the school-leaving examination. Yet, as you well
know, few of them can put together a proper* sentence in English.

Why? Because they studied but they didn’t learn. They were
taught but didn’t do. They depend upon the teacher to tell them
everything, and the reason they did that was the exam looming? at
the end of the course, one that didn’t establish whether they could
actually use English, but simply checked how many facts they knew.
It didn’t test whether they could perform? creatively®, but only if

they could remember.

I know how difficult this can make things from my own early

language-learning experience™

. In Britain we used to learn languages
rather badly too. I left school able to read Racine and Moliére in
French, but unable to speak a word with real confidence®, In my
first week in France, needing shampoo? and-not knowing the word
(Racine doesn’t mention it), I explained to a puzzled® shop assis-
tant® that I needed “ a special soap to wash my horses” (“cheveux”
means hair and “chevaux” means horse ). She finally got the picture

and gave me some “‘shampooing” — the Franglais word for shampoo.

Now I can see that this embarrassing® experience should not
repeat itself among Chinese students. For most of us it’s not our
objective to learn the differences between “cheveux” and “chevaux”,
but rather to become skillful in using them to meet our actual needs.
Therefore, to learn English for a real purpose of communication®'
should become a learning objective. In this sense, the more you
learn, the more skillful you will be, the more you will feel interested,
and the more progress you will make in your college life.

approx. 674 words

30.

31.
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. fluent /'fluzont/ a. AA)&

. primary /'praimary/ a. #

Py, MR

. proper /'props/ a. &%

8, EAE

.loom /luim/ v. &R,

LR d

. perform /pa'form/ v. #&
. creatively /kri'ertivly/ ad.

UE L2 A

. experience /ik'spiarians/ n.

wE, BH

. confidence /'konfidans/ n.

fFs

. shampoo /fem'pw/ n. %

KMy, REFR

. puzzle /'pazl/ v. &% &

X #

. assistant /o'sistant/ n. BhF

embarrassing /im'baerasm/

a. AR

communication /kamju:ni-

‘keifan/ n. XFR, Al



-4- Unit One College Life

EXERCISES

I. Read the text and choose the best answers to the following questions.
1. What is the ma.ir; idea of the passage?
A. Chinese students must learn to learn, not just to study.
B. Learning riding a bicycle is different from learning Racine and Moliere.
C. The teacher’s role in English learning.
D. Why and how to learn English.
2. How does the author support his viewpoint in the passage?
A. With examples of many famous people.
B. With his personal teaching experience.
C. With statistics (${#%) from a book.
D. With two different examples.

I1. Read the text again and decide whether the following statements are true (T) or
false (F).

1. The author seems not satisfied with the way Chinese students learn English.

2. The example of learning to ride a bicycle shows that one can learn things only with
theory.

3. There is a limit to what a teacher can teach, but no limit to what one can achieve
through learning.

4. Many Chinese students can pass exams and write a proper sentence in English.

5. According to the author, learning English requires (F2) not only a knowledge of
English, but also lots of practice in communication.

6. The examples show the importance of practice and failure of study in terms of
language learning.

[IL Read the text again and discuss the following questions with your partners.
1. What do you know about the author? ‘
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2. What does the author think is true learning?

3. What do you think is the teacher’s responsibility in language teaching?

4. According to the author, what is wrong with our English exam? Do you agree with him?




2. My First Day on Campus

Maty Fernande?

Narm-up Questions

1. Do you still remember the moment you left home for college? What did you do and what did your
parents and other family members do?

2. Did your parents accompany (F%f¥) you to your university? What did they do on campus? How
would you have felt if television cameras had been filming you at the time?

For a college student moving away from home for the first time, the first
day on campus can be unforgettable. Do you ever recall the moment you waved
- goodbye to your family? How did you feel at the time?




