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ABSTRACT

The “ethical characteristic” does not belong to T. C. Chao’s
theology exclusively. In the first half of the 20th century in China
there was a. pervasive tendency to make an ethical interpretation of
Christian faith. This “ethical characteristic” was manifested in T. C.
Chao’ s system of theology which was ane of the most systematic and
comprehensive of its time in China. The article examines a number of
ethical embodiments of T.. C. Chao’s theology, exploring the causes
of this ethical characteristic, and evaluating the strengths -and
weaknesses of T. C. Chao’s theology with “ethical characteristic” . -

The first part of the book points out that the ethical
characteristic” is embodied not only in T. C. Chao’s theories- of
God, Christ, Bible, church and redemption, but also in his
understandings of several Christian doctrines, such-as heaven, the
trinity, sin, etc. Furthermore, the author demonstrates that T. C.
Chao’ s theology is constructed on the basis of ethical redemption —

the belief that the individual’s moral action is the crucial element to
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his salvation.

The second part of the book explores the causes of T. C.
Chao’ s ethical theology. The author argues that the Chinese
temporal situation and difficulties of society and culture provide one
moral theme for T. C. Chao’ s theology. The ethical trait of the
Chinese traditional culture, especially Confucianism makes T. C.
Chao’ s theology take on ethical “garment” with westem theologies
playing a supporting role in this ethical process.

The third part of the book evaluates the strengths and
weaknesses of T. C. Chao’s ethical theology. The author points out
that T. C. Chao’s effort to build an ethical theology is an attempt to
construct one “contextual theology” in the context of the Chinese
society and culture. His theology plays an important role te enlighten
individual morality and personality in the social reality of that time.

~But on the other hand, his theological theories also bring about two
problems: Firstly, the author thinks that T. C. Chao has overlooked
the tension between individual morality and the social ethic when he
tried to attain a reasonable society through improving individual
morality. The author argues that social facts are not the mechanical
combinations of many individual facts. The improvement of
individual morality alone is not enough to make a reasonable society.
It is impossible to regulate the social ethical behaviors simply by
improving personal moral actions. Secondly, the author thinks that
T. C. Chao neglected the tension between transcendence and the



