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THE HOME

I paced alone on the road across the field while the sunset was hiding its last gold
like a miser.

The daylight sank deeper and deeper into the darkness, and the widowed land,
whose harvest had been reaped, lay silent.

Suddenly a boy’ s shrill voice rose into the sky. He traversed the dark unseen,
leaving the track of his song across the hush of the evening.

His village home lay there at the end of the waste land, beyond the sugar-cane
field, hidden among the shadows of the banana and the slender areca palm, the cocoa-
nut and the dark green jack-fruit trees.

I stopped for a moment in my lonely way under the starlight, and saw spread be-
fore me the darkened earth surrounding with her arms countless homes furnished with
cradles and beds, mothers’ hearts and evening lamps, and young lives glad with a

gladness that knows nothing of its value for the world.
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DEFAMATION

Why are those tears in your eyes, my child?

How horrid of them to be always scolding you for nothing?

You have stained your fingers and face with ink while writing—

is that why they call you dirty?

0, fie! Would they dare to call the full moon dirty because it has smudged its face
with ink?

For every little trifle they blame you, my child.

They are ready to find fault for nothing.

You tore your clothes while playing—

is that why they call you untidy?

O, fie! What would they call an autumn morning that smiles through its ragged
clouds?

Take no heed of what they say to you, my child.
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Take no heed of what they say to you, my child.

They make a long list of your misdeeds. Everybody knows how you love sweet

things—is that why they call you greedy?

0, fie! What then would they call us who love you?
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