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Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine ( I )
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Verona, November 13th, 1796

1 don’t love you, not at all; on the contrary@, I detest®
you—You’re a naughty, gawky@, foolish Cinderella®. You
never write me; you don't love your husband; you know what
pleasure your letters give him, and yet you haven’t written him
six lines, dashed off® casually!

What do you do all day, Madam? What is the affair so im-
portant as to leave you no time to write to your devoted® lover?
What affection stifles and puts to one side the love, the tender
and constant love you promised him? Of what sort can be that

on the contrary: X .

detest; M1 ,iTEK.

gawky. EXEEK,

Cinderella; KR, 4 THEHMEHARRE.
dash off; ZLE—if.

devoted; BIAY, B,
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marvelous being, that new lover who absorbs every moment,
tyrannizesD over you days, and prevents your giving any atten-
tion to your husband? Josephine, take care! Some fine night, the
doors will be broken open, and there I’ll be.

Indeed, 1 am very uneasy@, my love, at receiving no news
of you; write me quickly four pages, pages full of agreeable
things which shall fill my heart with the pleasantest feelings.

1 hope before long to crush you in my arms and cover you
with a million kisses burning as though beneath the equator.

Bonaparte
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Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine ( I )
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Milan, November 27th, 1796, three
o’clock afternoon.

I arrive at Milan, I rush to your apartment, I have left ev-
erything to see you, to press you in my arms... You were not
there: you run from town to town after the fétes; you leave as 1
am about to arrive; you do not concern yourself about your dear
Napoleon any more. It was a caprice that caused you to love him;
inconstancy makes him indifferent to you. Accustomed to® dan-
gers, I know the remedy® for the ennuis® and evils of life. The
ill-fortune I experience is beyond reckoning@, 1 should have been
exempt ®.

I shall be here until the evening of the 9th. Do not put your-
self out; run the round of pleasures; happiness is made for you.
The whole world is too happy if it can please you, and your hus-
band alone is very, very unhappy.

Bonaparte
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Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine( Il )
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Berlin

November 6th, 1806, 9 o’clock in the evening.

1 have received your letter in which you show yourself
vexed® at certain hard things I say about women; it is true that
beyond all 1 hate intriguing® women. I am accustomed to good,
sweet and conciliatory® women; they are the ones I love. If they
have spoiled me, it is not my fault; but yours. Besides, you will
see that I have been very good to one woman who showed herself
sensible and good, Madame d’Hatzfeld. When I showed her the
letter of her husband, she said to me, sobbing with profound e-
motion and ingenuously®“Ah, that is indeed his writing!” When
she read it, her tone went to my soul; she made me suffer. I said
to her: “Ah! well, Madame, throw that letter into the fire; I
shall never now be able to order your hubsand to be punished!”
She burned the letter and seemed to me very happy. Her husband
is now freed of® anxiety. Had the above meeting occurred two
hours later it would have been too late. You see that I love good,
ingenuous, and sweet women; but it is because they resemble

vex; S W BERE.

intrigue; F.¥l.

conciliatory: &MH, KB .
ingenuously: 3B 3% ,E LM, WA,
is now freed of: Hf&.
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you.
Adieu, my love; I am well.
Napoleon
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Napoleon Bonaparte to Josephine( V)
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Marmirolo

I have your letter, my adorable® love. It has filled my heart
with joy. .. Since I left you I have been sad all the time. My only
happiness is near you. I go over@ endlessly in my thought your
kisses, your tears, your delicious jealously. The charm of my
wonderful Joséphine kindles a living, blazing fire in my heart and
senses. When shall I be able to pass every minute near you. with
~othing to do but to love you and nothing to think of but the
‘pleasure of telling you of it and giving you proof of it? I fancied
that 1 loved you some time ago; but since then I feel that I love
you a thousand times better. Ever since I have known you I adore
you more every day. That proves how wrong is that saying of La
Bruyére “Love comes all of a sudden. @” Ah, let me see some of
your faults; be less beautiful, less graceful, less tender, less
good. But never be jealous and never shed tears. Your tears send
me out of my mind—they set my very blood on fire. Believe me
that it is utterly impossible for me to have a single thought that is
not yours, a single fancy that is not submissive to your will. Rest
well. Restore your health. Come back to me and then at any rate
before we die we ought to be able to say:“We were happy for so

@ adorable: RFEM. )
© @ goover: BE.HH,E4Z.
@ love comes all of a sudden: — b1 .



very many days!” Millions of kisses, even to your dog.
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Balzac to Madame Hanska
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I entreat® you to separate the author entirely from the man
and to believe in the sincerity of the sentiments which I have had
to express vaguely in the correspondence you have obliged me to

carry on with® you. If you are kind enough to excuse the folly of

@® entreat: i®XK.
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