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Abstract

From 1945 to 1949, there was a large-scale civil war between
the Chinese Nationalist Party and the Chinese Communist Party to
scramble for the national power. Shanghai, being the biggest city
in China, became the focus of struggle. During this period, the food
crisis had always been molesting the city of Shanghai, with the
main features of unstableness of supply and the soar of price.
These were the inherent factors which brought about social
upheavals, unrests of people, strikes and riots of workers and
students, During the food crisis, from its start to development,
from its outbreak to deterioration, measures taken by the
authorities, attitudes of the rice merchants and the response of
townsfolks, were almost all related directly to the aspects of
economic, social, political, even cultural problems. In fact, it was
a key to the explaining of the city life in Shanghai and even the
situation of the whole country at the time.

Food problem has never been anything but a problem of the
people, a problem of social stabilization, and a problem of regime.

The food policies formulated by the authorities concerned, are



Abstract * 3.

generally considered to have the effect of dominating the whole
situation. With this in mind, this book explores, through complex
phenomena, the rule and essence of the KMT regeme’s food plocies
in Shanghai by seizing typical events and important organizations,
sorting out historical materials, and implying the logic in
narrations, and then to stress and reflect their social and political
aftermaths; thus, to reveal the basic characteristics and inherent
logic of this historical period, so as to provide a new footnote for
the tradional subject—“Why the Mainland was lost by the Chinese
Nationalist Party”.

Key Words: Chinese Nationalist Party Shanghai The Policy
of Foodstuff
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