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Lesson One
China

lﬂ'ﬂlé(t / L’ﬁ) {1/6(,3 B"V tirunﬂ Al Lg“/ﬁﬂp
g S

Endowed wi terra ndeut, China is repu the
single oldest uninterrupted civilization in the world. It occupies an
area of 9 560 900 square kilometers (3 691 000 square miles),
which is approximately 1/15 of the land area of the world. Accord-
ing to the recent population census?, China’s entire population was
close to 1.3 billion at the end of the year of 2000. All of Europe
(excluding Russia)is believed to be only half of China in area and in

Lymg in the northern part of the eastern Lemlsﬁ:.g;;é. China
is thateglj:a'ﬁy situated in East Asia by the Pacific Ocean®. It ex-
tends about 5 000 kilometers from east to west and about 5 500 kilo-
meters from north to south. The land boundary exceeds 20 000 kilo-
meters in length bordering the Democratic People’s Republic of Ko-

population.

rea in the east; Vietnam, Laos and Myanmar(Burma)in the south;
India, Bhutan, Sikkim and Nepal in the southwest; Pakistan and
Afganistan toward the west; Russia, Kazakstan, Kirghizia and
Tajikstan toward the northwest and Mongolia toward the north.
China faces Japan across the Yellow Sea, and looks toward the
Philippines beyond the South China Sea.

Running 18 000 kilometers from the mouth of the Yalu River
on the border of the Democratic People’ s Republic of Korea to the
mouth of the Beilun River on the border of Vietnam, China is
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known to /li%;;/l()ne of the longest coastlines in the world.
The eastern part of China proper is fl’a;ﬁ(g_d from north to south
by the Bohai, the Yellow Sea, the East China Sea and the South
Ching Sea, with all the waters merging with® the Pacific. Over a
Jeada /:ﬁ(‘?t\aémﬁjv?géa of the sea, there are more than 5 000 %f:lgds/ C;!gé,fi) 0
tering around. Taiwan Island is the largest island of China, followed

by Hainan Island and Chongming Island.

Ry In as much as¥ China is situated in the southeastern part of the
'“&“’?}’i 17';131\133};"3’S m(:xjné?{é#t\&grtlé on the west ioasl of the Pacific Qegan, Chi-
wAK na 18{’3%13?&{ o encounter r/r'1 '%‘(\)H/i;a}son which iﬁ_axtributﬁ to the
heat reserves between_oghg lﬂa;gest continent and the biggest ocean in

Z

the world. The Holar, c6 fHental mass of cold and dry air from
Siberia pléﬁngg%éi /aﬁ'%é part of China during the winter; the {r %’W
cal mass of hot and humid air from the Pacific affects the weather
during the summer. A distinctive continental climate® dominates
most regions in China and the temperatures vary significantly on a
daily and annual basis.

The rainfall appears on a diminishing scale from southeast to
northwest in general distribution. The annual pregg?% 1i%n® of cer-
1ain areas along the southeast coast amounts to more than 80 inches.
The Yangtze Valley gets about 4({;}1 hes annually and the north’has
only 20 inches or less. A @}Mﬁ‘&hul’ f’ég& of transferring water re-
sources from south to north has been planned and got started to solve
the water shortage in the north area.

[Ib%}};;‘;%;gﬁéam;peakmg. China is high on the relief map? in
the west but low in the east. Consequently, the flow of major rivers
is directed eastward in a general pattern. The land surface from west

o v .
to east may be classified as the ateau~ , the mountain, and the

2 K~
LR o
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plain categories. China is fundamentally a mountainous country with
hills, mountains, and plateaus covering 2/3 of the total area but in-
habited by only 1/3 of the population.

The total number of seeding plants is estimated about 30 000
species representing 2 700 genera, of which more than 200 are seen
only in China. There are about 2 500 tree species in fore% y Need-
less to say, economlc benefits can be generat;d and ({env ‘ om the

speﬁ‘e@ e. ), tung 01 trees, phor t . and lac-
/ g{ﬂ 'I he varled%37 t o—f—;gget;{fgd @Qplllover effects for ani-
mal lives in terms of diversity. The paddlefrs? of the Yangtze N
Siberian tiger of the northeast, theféaﬁn‘f ar%?a‘? e‘f'*’;kr‘{ )({ \%e ﬁk
and the giant panda and the,subnosed monkey in the southwest are
only a few of the /rgi’ ‘Jm/ é‘\li;s in their own right.

For the purp(me of administration, (hlna is divided into 23
provinces, 5 ahtt:rl’(grplou{ regions, 4 1411}1;01”1')%%% cflr ly under the
Central Government and 2 special administrative regions. The 23
provinces are Hebei, Shaanxi, lLiaoning, Jilin, Heilongjiang, Jiang-
su, Zhejiang, Anhui, Fujian, Jiangxi, Shandong, Henan, Hubei,
Hunan, Guangdong, Hainan, Sichuan, Guizhou, Yunnan, Shanxi,
Gansu, Qinghai, and Taiwan, which is to be unitied in due course.
The 5 autonomous regions are the Inner Mongolian Autonomous Re-
gion, the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, the Tibet Au-
tonomous Region, the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, and the
Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region. The 4 municipalities directly
under the Central Government are Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai and
Chongging. The 2 special administrative regions are Hong Kong and
Macao. The provinces are divided into approximately 170 prefec- Ef:@mz
tures and subdivided into some 2 000 units at local county level.%z’i@%@
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Governments are set up at each of the levels to ensure the execuu&’qhx } N
of laws, decrees and ordinances in respective areas. The rights of
Chinese citizens, which are specified in the Constitution of the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China, are well protected by the law.

In the light of? the Constitution % ina is a socialist state un-
der the people’s democratic d%‘éat&%lpfejl by the working class and
based on the alliances of workers and peasants. The jﬁ% through
which the people exercise the state power are the National People’s
Congress and the local congresses at different levels. The National
People’s Congress is the legislative body which enacts all the impor-
tant laws in China and supervises their execution. The State Council
is the executive body of the highest organ of state administration.

Beijing, the political and cultural center, is the capital of the
coumry The national flag of China is the five-star red flag. The na-
tional ar{ﬁx"gm»\{% The March of the Volunteers. The national badge
is Lcntered by Tian’anmen Rostrum in the shine of five stars, encir-
cled by grains and a gear, which fully expresses the constitutional

category of what the People’s Republic of China is.
NOTES
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@the Pacific Ocean: K F#¥
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®in as much as: BN

Dcontinental climate:  KREPEA %
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