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For darling, dear Rae Gonzalez
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“Oh!” Rae cried. Her eyes got wide as she stared
at the car. “This is great!”

Rae and | had been waiting for something
exciting to happen. Still, it was just a car. “What’s
so great about seeing a car?” | asked.

“That’s not just any car,” Rae replied.

The car stopped in front of the old house across
the road. [ was too far away to see who got out of
the car. Rae bounded off the porch, and moving
fast, she ran down the hill.

[ couldn’t understand why Rae was so excited.
On the other hand, 1 didn’t have anything else to
do, so I decided to follow Rae.

Rae had a head start, but [ caught up to her at
the bottom of the walkway. By now a woman had
gotten out of the car.

“Hi,” Rae called over to the woman. The woman
waved.

Rae turned toward me, a big smile on her face.
“She saw me! She waved!” she said. “Oh, I love it
when she’s home. She’s so great. Wait until you
meet her. Just wait!”

Opening the back of the car, the woman pulled
out something large and flat.

[ frowned, puzzled. Why was Rae so excited
about this lady? “Who is she?” 1 asked.
bounded
A. jumped
B. flew

e C. walked v Koy
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“This is Sam,” Rae told her. “He’s my cousin
from the city.”

Demeter looked me over. “I'm from the city, too.
How do you like country life so far, Sam?” she
asked.

“I'm having a good time, but it’s kind of quiet,” I
answered.

Demeter grinned. “Right now I need country
quiet for painting. I have a big art show coming up
in two weeks, and I have to frame all of these
paintings and paint one more.”

We helped her carry the paintings into her
house. Inside Demeter leaned the paintings against
the walls and furniture so we could see. The
paintings were sort of strange.

“I'work in a style called abstract,” she
explained. “I try to capture the energy of life.
Look at this one,” Dermeter said, pointing to a
painting of colorful swirls. “Ii’s a seed starting to
burst open. | used bright colors and bold brush
strokes to show the excitement.”

“They’re great!” Rae raved.

I couldn’t figure them out. These paintings didn’t
look like any paintings I'd ever seen before. They
weren't really pictures of anything.

“The colors are nice,” I said, trying to be polite
to Demeter.
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