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Lesson One

Science and Economics

Science is the never-ending' struggle to find truth. You may
dismiss this statement as the rambling of an amateur philosopher,
but ‘it holds some practical value?!. “"Truth is a temporary phe-
nomenon’. It *is limited by' human communication systems, tech-
nology, and skill. For example,during “the Dark Ages in Europe®,
the world “was perceived as® flat. This flatness was acceptable as
“truth” “because travel and human knowledge of celestial phenom-
ena were so limited that no other concept was needed’. A family
lived in a small area and ‘confined its activity to a small region®.
This region appeared to be {lat, so "for all practical purposes, the
earth was flat’, too. When travel and exploration became
widespread, and especially when ships were able to sail far out on
the Atlantic, the vision of a flat earth had to change. Many obser-
vations'® of stars and planets and of ships’ movements at sea led to
new principles and to a new truth. Those who were “in the position
to do'! so rould exploit the new truth about the earth’s shape and
“turn it into riches!?. The Spanish, knowing they would not fall off
the edge of a flat earth, found” the New World"™ and brought gold
and silver back to Spain.

The situation has not changed much since the Dark Ages.
Truth is still sought' because it has value, and “the scientific
method remains the most systematic way of pursuing it'*. The
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method starts with a problem. Once the problem is well defined,
information that might *have an effect on it'* is gathered. The in-
formation is sorted and analyzed, and that which is useful is kept—
to be used as a basis for "general principles'’. In the social sci-
ences, the principles are often used to help formulate policies. The
policies ultimately *are aimed at'® removing the problem and im-
proving people’s lives.

In the 1970s the United States economy began to experience an
energy crisis. The problem was identified as a shortage of several
kinds of fuel. Economists "studying the problem' gathered facts
about prices, shipping, "environmental considerations®, "alterna-
tive forms of fuel®, and problems of international diplomacy
*related to® fuel sources. These facts were analyzed to show the
costs and the benefits "associated with® each alternative and a poli-
cy emerged; ‘Keep thermostats turned down*, build the Alaska
pipeline, and continue to search for methods of "harnessing solar
power®, The scientific method led from the problem of fuel scarci-
ty to the understanding that fuel will continue to be scarce and then
to a policy of {fuel conservation.

In economics (and in the other social sciences), the pursuit of
truth is slowed because human behavior cannot “be subjected to®
the kinds of controlled experiments that are possible with white
rats and guinea pigs. The economist must follow the steps?’ in a
search for® new truths about economic behavior, but following
them is frustrating and often leads up® blind alleys. Nevertheless,
problems, facts, principles, and policies must be considered in a

systematic way.
Notes
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...it holds some practical value EEE T —%H LHFE LN
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3. Truth is a temporary phenomenon. HHE R —FEGHH S .
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. to be limited by SR F-eeer

# : Membership is not limited by sex.
The expenses should be limited to what you can really af-

ford.

. the Dark Ages in Europe Bkl dritt 20, IRsR B {E (F 37 H
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. to be perceived as ... ik MR-
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.. because travel and human knowledge of celestial phenome-
na were so limited that no other concept was needed. T A
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& A A Truth is a temporary phenomenon. I 4k phe-
nomena 5 E ¥, 1{EB$ . phenomenon 8 B —FFE B A
& phenomenons, B H 4 .#F A . #l.His first novel published

in 1988 made him a remarkable phenomenon of the 1980s.

. to confine ...to... B R F e

f]: In the old days women’s activities were confined to the
household.
She confines her remarks to scientific management.

.. for all practical purposes, the earth was flat, ...
for all practical purposes 3§ T —HIH LR EAEHA.
observations YEXRZE Y6} R BB Vet B I HOER A,
in the position to do. .. FE#E{#-----
1 :He is in a position to persuade the manager out of his fool-
ish plans,

turn it into riches IEEFRME



13.
14,
15.

16.

17.

18.

19. ...

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

28.
29.

It 4 the new truth about the earth’ shape, riches tE &, ¥
PIEEEREI, to turn. . .into. .. {FereeaBERreees

] :She turned her old coat into a nice suit for her little son.
the New World 887 KR (28 KB .

Truth is still sought,... A{1ESSEF LA -

... the scientific method remains the most systematic way of
pursuing it. FREBHBREVTENAREEITE. it #§
truth.

to have an effect on ... X+ --FHEW, HIEM . B :Her happi-
ness had an effect on all the children in the classroom.

general principles BHEEEEN, A

to be aimed at ... Lleereee HEH, &

studying the problem ..., 4 i 48 iF 1E & i&, #£ 1F o
conomists.

environmental considerations # X REE A% B

alternative forms of fuel H{th7E R a4

to relate to ... e MM, FXBEH

il : He made a speech on the question that related to foreign
policy.

associate with ... Heeoe BREE-E., SEAERANBRNEKE
E—RAT 3, Rk 2 KRR XA B Bl Bk .

...keep thermostats turned down... {E{EIRZFH/D. to turn
down /5, :Turn the light down.-

. harnessing solar power F|J AXFH#E
26.
27.

be subjected to ... Zr-ee--HIIEHI LK

steps R, IEFREMPYRAHEDHLB. B (Dproblem i-
dentification, (2)information gathering, (3)analysis and gen-
eralization, (4)policy making.

in a search for ... F#.3FK,5 in search of .

lead up B13[.5IA

lead up blind alleys 5| AFE#RR .



Grammar
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KR4 &R DNiR B -s . I girls, books. bags., workers 5§,

PL-th &5 B & 4w -s, i paths, baths, youths &,

Ll-s,-x, -z, -ch, -sh, %5 B 4 17 M-es, i classes, boxes,
brushes, matches &,

L& +y RAMAIT.AE y N i, B -es, il cities, countries,
universities %,

Ut +y &R A, iEB-s, Il keys, boys, rays %,

PI#E +o B RBH BiF . — A fil-es, 3 heroes, potatoes, toma-
toes %,

LT E 40 t5 B 417, B I0-s, M radios, studios, zoos %,

Lh-f,-fe B REM LA, — B IEA-1,fe 25 v, B M-es, I leaves,
lives, knives, wolves %, {HiL#H — 2 H & M-s, i roofs, proofs,
chiefs 28, “~ 317 P F# 77 2. & ] L, @ (handkerchief Yhandkerchiefs
& handkerchieves, (scarf)scarfs 3 scarves,

Ao 5 BOE K

FLARR RN B-s 5-es #HLA 4 151 2 B0 R I S 4, KA
W AR ] 4 T RIULEMES .
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tooth—teeth foot —feet

goose —geese mouse — mice

MiFB-en EBERX. ARBTFFA=141.

brother — brethren (brother #J # Il & ¥ /& = & brothers* .
", brethren RIRARAREE L EHHMAE" . “EE™

child —chiidren ox—oxen

BEBFEE. M.

Chinese, Japanse, aircraft, sheep, deer, means 2, FEIKZ
HH, FHRA W RS, BISWHARNA.n.

fish —fish /fishes duck —duck /ducks

Fh3iE (AR H FER M BB, .

analysis —analyses crisis —crises

basis —bases phenomenon —phenomena

HEAANEBER

BB WENEBEH U TILATA:

HEA ARGk AEN T, M.

comrade-in-arms—=comrades-in-arms

looker-on—=lookers-on

editor-in-chief—editors-in-chief

& man fil woman WM E & ZiFAPHRSESTHERTE, M.

man-servant—=men-servants

woman comrade—women comrades

BE—HBRIFENEE. M.

boyfriend—boyfriends

drawback—drawbacks

sit-in—sit-ins

toothpick—+toothpicks

W A AR H AR R

mouthful—=mouthsful /mouthfuls

g PFRIA . T F R E A RS E TSN EBGEA

A SRAN E BB — AR -s W, .



demo—demos memo — memos

A iR — R n-s 2K s, .

laser —lasers VIP (very important person) —VIP’s/VIPs

FEEE—RM-s WX,

Dr. (Doctor) —Drs. yr. (year) —yrs,

FUERERERGENYEEE, EFBAEER M-, . ft.
(foot) —ft. m. (metre) —m.

FR. MR AN FESNESE R —BAEFRRFE I s -,
UM : There are two o’ in the word “room”.

1980°s/1980s

Exercises

1. Answer the following questions on the text.

1) What is the definition of truth according to the author?
Why?

2) What are the four steps in the process of pursuing truth?

3) What happened to the American economy in the 1970s%

4) What factors did the American economists take into consi-
deration when they were studying the problem of energy
crisis in the United States in the 1970s%

5) Why is the pursuit of truth slowed in economics?

2. Paraphrase the following sentences.

1) You may dismiss this statement as the rambling of an am-
ateur philosopher, but it holds some practical value.

2) This flatness was acceptable as“truth”because travel and
human knowledge of celestial phenomena were so limited
that no other concept was needed.

3) Those who were in a position to do so could exploit the
new truth about the earth’s shape and turn it into riches.
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4) Once the problem is well defined ,information that might
have an effect on it is gathered.

5) The information is sorted and analyzed that which is use-
ful is kept ...

3. Translate the following sentences into English using the verbs
and phrases in the brackets.
1D ABRHIFE 300 &, (be limited to)
2) EE BRI R/ PMYFEA. (be confined to)
) FHILTIERERY. (lead to)
4) RREEA RS HEF AR I, (aim at)
5) fh 2R HEH#IF. (be subjected to)

4. In each of the questions below, three of the enswers are correct
and ONE is wrong. Underline the wrong answer.

1) He _____us to go to an Italian restauransi.
a. advised b. suggested c. wanted d. told

2) She her daughter to take the English exam.
a. encouraged b. begged c. asked d. insisted

I
a. agreed b. enjoyed c. avoided d. hate

working with her.

4) She _ to start work after the holidays.

a. hopes b. is thinking c. agreed d. expects
5) He that it was very dangerous.

a. teld b. pointed out c. mentioned d. said

5. Put a preposition in each blank.

1) “Please confine yourself strictly the subject, ”said

the chair.
2) This meeting aims promoting international exch-
anges.
10



3) Income tax rates are related one’s annual income.

4) He always associates that song _his visit to Tibet.
5) This country was once subjected
6) All roads lead _Rome.

7) That is difficult for a person

foreign rules.

his position.
8) The policemen are still searching survivors of

the planecrash.

6. Write down the plural form of the following nouns according to

the model.
basis —bases
analysis —
diagnosis -
crisis—

Synopsis —

axis—
ellipsis —
hypothesis —
thesis —

7. Write down the noun form of the verbs according to the model.

Make changes where necessary.

1) to observe—observation

to converse—
to evaluate—
to inform—

to formulate—
to examine —
to humiliate —

to absorb—

to consider —
to exploit—
to educate—
to modernize
to translate—
to attract—
to reflect—

2) develop—development

treat—
move -

announce —

govern—
agree —
pay—
11



