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Brief Introduction
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There is a folksay among old Beijingers de-
scribing their multitudinous Hutong that
“There are 3,600 major hutongs in Beijing
while the minor ones as many as the hairs on
an ox” This album is compiled of 170 photo-
graphs by Wang Wenbo, a well-known
photographer. With the development progress
of reconstruction in Beijing, although some
Hutongs have disappeared, you may still find
their remaining silhouettes in this album. Liu
Jianbin, a folklorist provides text for it, telling
the history of Hutong in Beijing, features and
legends happened there. Opening this album,
you could find in detail the excellence of
Hutong in Beijing, tasting the original customs
and practices of Beijing Hutong, exploring the
traces left by the progress and change of an-
cient Hutong in Beijing, and making deep and

heavy memory of Hutong in your heart.
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Profile to the Photogrpher
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Wang Wenbo, 56, male,
member of Chinese Association of Photographers
Served as full-time photographer for Beijing Tour-
ism Administration since his employment thereby,
taking a lot of excellent photograph work reflecting
the civil engineering and reconstruction, the lives of
local people, the sights and scenes of tourist resorts
in Beijing. A lot of his photographs won various pho-
tograph exhibitions and competitions both at home
and aboard, obtaining diverse awards. His famous
works are “Pride and Prejudice”, “Morning at Potala
Palace as well as”, “Passion for Olympic Games™ and
“Happy Ocean” reflecting Beijing’s success in bid
for Olympic Games, and so on. In 1990, the
Photogrph Album of Beijing Tastes, a collection of

photo work taken by Wang’s Four Brothers, was

published, the book title of which was scripted by
Ms Hu Jieqing, wife of Mr. Lao She. He had gone to
North Europe twice for photograph exchange in 1995
and 1999. In 1990 and 2001, he was employed by
Beijing Olympic Games Bid Committee, served as a
photograph editor preparing “Bid Report for Olym-
pic Games™. In 2001, Chinese Association of Pho-
tographers awarded him as an excellent member for

morality and techniques.
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Brilliantly illuminated pubs beside the Yinding Bridge at the banks of Houhai Lake
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 Viewing the Bell Tower from Drum Tower
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...The memory of Hutong
represents the inheritance of
long history of Beijing and strong
influence of culture of Beijing style.
Also, it awakens the reminiscences of the
past and fervent attachment to the hometown.
They start from the No.1 Boulevard in China to tran-
quil and winding alleys, the incomplete and bro-
ken brick walls to wavelike room ridge in
Siheyuan, various weathers, festivals and
customs, movement of four seasons,
and diversity of Beijingers living

in Hutong and Siheyuan ..
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Cover Photo
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Zhuanta (Brick Pagoda) Hutong is situated to the west of South Xisi Street in the middle of Xicheng
District. The name came from the brick pagoda of Wansong Laoren (Ten-Thousand-Pine Old Man) at
the eastern entrance to the hutong, and has never been changed since the Yuan Dynasty. According to
the Rixia Jiuwen Kao (Study on Old Stories of the Capital): * The 7-storey brick pagoda was 1 chang
and 5 chi high (roughly equaling to 5 meters). Its stone horizontal inscribed board bearing the name of
pagoda. In 1753, the 18th year of Qing Emperor Qianlong’s reign. it was reconstructed to be a 9-storey
structure in accordance with the original model.” The tower still remains intact till now. Lu Xun, Lao
She and Zhang Henshui once lived in this hutong. Lao She even wrote in his novel The Divorce,
“Zhuanta Hutong is not far away from the tram stop and market. Furthermore, it is more tranquil than
Bingmasi (literally, Soldiers and Horses Department) Hutong and Fengsheng (Rich) Hutong, trimmer

and orderlier than Dayuan (Big Courtyard) Hutong. It is an ideal place for the residence.”






