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[1] Canada, federated country of North America, bounded on the
north by the Arctic Ocean; on the northeast by Baffin Bay and Davis Strait,
which separates it from Greenland; on the east by the Atlantic Ocean; on
the south by the United States; and on the west by the Pacific Ocean and
Alaska. It was formerly known as the Dominion of Canada. Occupying all
of North America north of the conterminous (common boundary) United
States, except Alaska, Greenland, Saint-Pierre Island, and the M/iquelon
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,only‘ by Russia. It mé‘[ﬂﬁé‘rﬂﬁny islands’, fotat

surpassed in size
“Canadian Arctic
Islands (Arctic Archipelago) in the Arctic Ocean. Among the larger mem-
bers of this group, which in aggregate area is about 1, 424,500 sq km
(about 550, 000 sqg mi), are Baffin, Victoria, Ellesmere, Banks, Devon,
Axel Heiberg, and Melville islands. Cape Columbia, a promontory of Elles-
mere Island at latitude 83°06’ north, is the northernmost point of Canada;
the country’s southernmost point is Middle Island in Lake Erie, at latitude

g ‘Canada is the world's Sﬂ@ﬂd Jlargest coul

41°41' north. The easternmost and westernmost limits are delineated, re-
spectively, by longitude 52°37’ west, which lies along Cape Spear, New-
foundland, and longitude 141° west, which coincides with part of the Alas-
kan-Yukon frontier. Canada has a total area of 9,970,610 sq km
(3, 849, 652 sq mi) , of which 755, 180 sq km (291, 575 sq mi) is covered
by bodies of fresh water such as rivers and lakes, including those portions of
the Great Lakes under Canadian jurisdiction.

[2] Canada contains great reserves of natural resources, notably
timber, petroleum, natural gas, metallic minerals, and fish. It is also an
important manufacturing country, and its major cities, such as Toronto,
Montréal, Vancouver, Ottawa (the country’s capital), Edmonton, Cal-
gary, and Winnipeg are bustling centers of commerce and industry. Most
of Canada'’s inhabitants live in the southern part of the country, and vast
areas of the north are sparsely inhabited.

[3] The country is divided into ten provinces (Alberta, British Co-
lumbia, Manitoba, New Brunswick, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, Ontario,
Prince Edward Island, Quebec, Saskatchewan) and three territories (the
Northwest Territories, Yukon Territory, Nunavut Territory) .

Land and Resources

[1] The coast of the Canadian mainland, about 58, 500 km (‘about
36,350 mi) in length, is extremely broken and irregular. Large bays
and peninsulas alternate, and Canada has numerous coastal islands,
in addition to the Arctic Archipelago, with a total insular coastline of some
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