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Introduction to book of
Commentaries in Chinese

I have been writing these commentaries since 1998. It says on the web page
where these commentaries originally appear: “These commentaries, published
twice monthly, are intended to be reflections on the contemporary world scene, as
seen from the perspective not of the immediate headlines but of the long term. ” I
have been trying to put contemporary world reality into the context of the
historical development of the modern world-system, its cyclical rhythms and its
secular trends. It is my hope that, by doing this, I can help to clarify the
underlying issues and thereby make our own moral and political choices in the
present more realistic and more effective.

China is a very major actor in the world-system today. It is a very large
country with about a quarter of the world s population. Its economic activities
occupies an increasingly large proportion of world production. It is a country with
a very long history and has great political influence not only in its region but in
the world as a whole.

In these commentaries, I have written many times about the role of China
and the positions it has been taking on the world scene. I have been very happy
that these commentaries have been translated regularly into Chinese. Putting six
years worth of commentaries together in one volume is a further step forward in
what I hope will be considered a dialogue between me and my many Chinese
readers. 1 would welcome feedback from my Chinese readers, so as to aid me in
understanding contemporary China, and would be very happy to receive emails
from them < immanuel. wallerstein@ yale. edu > , unfortunately necessarily in

English.



RUPERER

As those of you who have read my other books know, I believe the world-
system is in the midst of a structural crisis, and a transition to a different world-
system. I believe that the times in which we are all living are quite chaotic and
very uncertain in their ultimate outcome. While I do not believe in inevitable
progress, I do believe in possible progress. And 1 hope I (and you) can
contribute to making the outcome of this transition a better world-system rather

than a worse one.

Immanuel Wallerstein

August, 2005
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