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Module Topcana sk [ AR/ [sam

Topic:
My First Day at Senior High
Task:

Writing a brochure about
your school

Grammar:

Revision of the present tenses
Adjectives ending in -ing and -ed
Function:

Making conversation

Reading: Paraphrasing and reading
Listening: Listening for attitudes
Writing: Writing an email
Speaking: Talking about different
Pronunciation: -ed endings

Topic:

My First Ride on a Train
Task:

Talking about a trip you
made to a tourist spot

Grammar:

The -ed form
Past tense time expressions

Function:
Being polite

Reading: Reading about one’s
Listening: Listening for one’s
Writing: Writing about one’s
Speaking: Speaking about one’s
Pronunciation: Word stress

Topic:

A Social Survey — My
Neighbourhood

Task:

Planning a presentation to
give a brief report of your

Grammar:

Present perfect tense
Function:

Showing position and direction

 —

Reading: Understanding how to
Listening: Listening for large
Writing: Learning to use and and
Speaking: Talking about where
Pronunciation: Word stress

neighbourhood

Topie: Grammar: Reading: Understanding a scientific
A Lesson in a Lab Degrees of comparison Listening: Finding the main parts
Task: Function: Writing: Describing a simple scientific
Preparing a report on a | Usingsequence Speaking: Talking about numbers
simple scientific experiment Pronunciation: Inionation in questions
Topic: Grammar: Reading: Paraphrasing

The Internet and | Compound words

Telecommunications
Task:

Preparing a poster showing
the uses of the Internet

Definite and zero articles
Function:

Talking about percentage and
numbers

Listening: Finding opinions
Writing: Expressing views
Speaking: Talking about advantages
Pronunciation: Word stress
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for one’s opinions

school systems

Culture /
Learning to learn

Cultural corner:
American school system
Learning to learn:
Dealing with mistakes

Vocabulary /
Everyday Iell'nglish

Vocabulary: .

School subjects, feelings
Everyday English:

How are you doing? Oh really?
So have I. Cool! That's great!
What about ...7 Oh, that’s too bad.

experiences

Cultural corner:

Vocabulary:

experiences Tha fastoat tonin i the wosld Vehicles and pla}ccs
experiences : : Everyday English:
own experiences Learpmg "_' e ; Tell me... Is that right? Absolutely!

: Reading to improve your English Goodness! Definitely!
describe a place | Cultural corner: Vocabulary: Neighbourhood
numbers Village problems in western Europe Everyday English:
but Learning to learn: Am I right in thinking that ...?
you live Listening to radio to improve your listening | Congratulations!

skills It’s fascinating!
We make it ...

experiment Cultural corner: Vocabulary:

of an experiment
experiment

Science teaching in Canada
Learning to learn:

The difference of expressing numbers
Leaming from your mistakes

Numbers. scientific experiment
Everyday English:

Where do we go from here?

Keep the noise down. You've got it!
It’s your turn. Go ahead!

and disadvantages

Cultural corner:

Text messages and emoticons
Learning to learn:

Studying with the Internet

Vocabulary:

Computers and the Internet

Everyday English:

I think / In my opinion / If you want my
personal opinion ... But I should tell you ...
How would you like to pay? Don’t hesitate
to call us. See you again soon, I hope.




My First Day at Senior High

Task: Writing a brochure about your school

INTRODUCTION Vocabulary and speaking

@ Answer the questions about the words in the box.

biology =~ chemistry  English  Japanese  geography
Russian history IT (Information Technology) ~ Chinese
mathematics ~ physics  PE (Physical Education)

How many of the subjects are science subjects?

Which of the science subjects do you study at your school?

s 9 =

How many of them are languages?

Which languages do you study at your school?

wn

Which of them are not academic subjects?
6 Which are your three favourite subjects?

@ Complete the sentences with a subject and a reason.

Example: [like Chinese because I enjoy reading stories and poems.

| Ilike because B

2 Ithink is important because B
3 Ithink is difficult because -
4 1would like to study because

@ Show your answers to other students and discuss them.




READING AND VOCABULARY K3

@ Work in pairs. Discuss the questions.
1 What are the main differences between
Junior High school and Senior High school?

2 Do you think that work at Senior High
school is harder than at Junior High school?

3 Are Senior High teachers similar to Junior

High teachers?

@ Answer the questions about the words
in the box.

attitude  behaviour

comprehension  handwriting

instruction  method photograph:

spelling  textbook

1 Describe your attitude to studying English.
Are you (a) enthusiastic?  {b) interested?
(c) not very interested?

2 Describe the general behaviour of your
Junior High class in English lessons. Do

you all {a) work hard in class? (b} behave
in a serious and polite manner?

{¢) sometimes get noisy?

My First Day at Senior Hit

My name is Li Kang. 1 live in
Shijiazhuang, a city not far from
Beijing. It is the capital city of Hebei
Province. Today is my first day at

5 Senior High school and I'm writing
down my thoughts about it.

My new school is very good and |
can see why. The teachers are very
enthusiastic and friendly and the
10 classrooms are amazing. Every room
has a computer with a special screen,
almost as big as a cinema screen. The
teachers write on the computer, and
their words appear on the screen
15 behind them. The screens also show
photographs, text and information
from websites. They’re brilliant!

The English class is really interesting.
The teacher is a very enthusiastic
20 woman called Ms Shen. We're using
a new textbook and Ms Shen’s

3 Give an example of your English teacher’s teaching method. Does he / she (a) tell stories?

(b} explain grammar? (¢} write new words on the blackboard?

4 What do you find most difficult about English? (a) reading comprehension (b} speaking

(c) handwriting (d) spelling (<) understanding instructions ()
5 What’s the difference between this textbook and the one you used at Junior High? Think
about {a) difficulty (1) photographs (¢} reading texts.

@ Read the school diary and find ...

1 something about this school which is different from Li Kang’s Junior High school.

2 two things that the English teacher thinks are important to do in class.

3 two things that the English teacher wants to improve.
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method of teaching is nothing like
that of the teachers at my Junior High
school. She thinks that reading
comprehension is important, but we

speak a lot in class, too. And we have
fun. I don’t think I will be bored in
Ms Shen’s class!

Today we introduced ourselves to
each other. We did this in groups.
Some students were embarrassed at
first but everyone was very friendly

and it was really nice. Ms Shen gave
us instructions and then we worked
by ourselves.

Ms Shen wants to help us improve
our spelling and handwriting. We do
this in a fun way, with spelling games
and other activities. I like her attitude
very much, and the behaviour of the
other students shows that they like
her, too.

There are sixty-five students in my
class —more than my previous class
in Junior High. Forty-nine of them are
girls. In other words, there are three
times as many girls as boys. They say
that girls are usually more hard-
working than boys, but in this class,
everyone is hard-working. For our
homework tonight, we have to write
a description of the street where we
live. I'm looking forward to doing it!

Choose the answers with the same meaning as the sentences from the text.

I Lines 21-24: Ms Shen’s method of teaching is nothing like that of the teachers at my Junior

High school.

My previous teachers” method of teaching is better than that of Ms Shen.

My previous teachers’ method of teaching is different from that of Ms Shen.

(=]

[ will find the class interesting!

Lines 27-28: [ don’t think I will be bored in Ms Shen’s class!
I will find the class difficult!

3 Lines 31-32: Some students were embarrassed at first ...

The students stopped being shy eventually.

The students couldn’t do the activity.

S

We did everything by ourselves.

Lines 33 -35: Ms Shen gave us instructions and then we worked by ourselves.

We listened to Ms Shen’s explanation and then worked with each other.

s
Ln

40

45

50




@ Read the passage again. Say which words appear in it.

amazed amazing bored boring brilliant
embarrassed  embarrassing enthusiastic exciting
hard-working interested interesting

@ Read the three summaries of Li Kang’s opinion about the new school. Decide

which is the best.

{1 1 LiKang’s new school is very different from his old school. There is new technology
and they speak a lot in the English class. Everyone in the class works hard.

] 2 LiKang is very impressed with the teachers and the technology in his new school.
The English teacher’s method is very different from that in his old school and very
interesting. The class is bigger and the students work hard.

{1 3 The most important thing about the new school is the technology in the classroom.
There are more girls than boys in the class. Li Kang’s first homework is a description
of the street where he lives.

@ Work in groups. Discuss these questions with other students.

1 Is your English classroom like Li Kang’s?
2 s your class the same size as his? Is the number of boys and girls the same?
3 Are you looking forward to doing your English homework?

GRAMMAR 1 Revision of the present tenses

@ Read the sentences and answer the questions.

I Which verbs are in the present simple tense?
A Tlive in Shijiazhuang, a city not far from Beijing.
3 We’re using a new textbook.
(C The teachers write on the computer, and their words appear on the screen behind them.
I3 I'm writing down my thoughts about it.
2 Which uses of the present simple tense are they examples of?
[} indicating a permanent state of affairs
(] indicating a habit, or something you do regularly
[ indicating something which is always true (e.g. scientific facts)
3 The verbs in the other two sentences are in the present continuous tense. Which uses of
the present continuous tense are they examples of?
[ indicating that something is taking place at this moment
[ indicating that something is taking place in this period of time (e.g. this month, this
term, this year)



@ Read the passage again. Choose three sentences in the present simple tense
and two in the present continuous tense. Say which uses they show.

LISTENING AND VOCABULARY

@ Complete the chart with the words in the box.

correction  encouragement  enjoyment  explanation

fluency  misunderstanding  progress  pronunciation

Noun Verb Adjective
correct
encourage .
enjoy enjoyable
explain P
— fluent
misunderstand
progressive
pronounce

@ Complete these sentences. Use a suitable form of each word in the box.

| He isn’t Chinese, but he’s in
Chinese.

2 The first lesson was very —1I liked
it a lot!

3 Mr Davies gave us a lot of —he

made us feel really good about being there.

4 1 think we all made a lot of —in

just an hour!

wn

The most important thing at the beginning is

, getting the sounds right.

6 He had an interesting attitude to

— he said it didn’t matter if we made mistakes.

71 the teacher — I thought the class

was for people who already speak Spanish.

8§ I was a bit disappointed — she

everything in English.




@ Read the sentences in activity 2 again. Answer these questions.

1 What do you think the students are doing? Choose from this list. More than one answer

may be correct,

{a) They’re talking about a Chinese lesson that they both attended.

(h) They’re talking about a Chinese lesson that one of them attended.
{v} They’re talking about different language lessons that they attended.
What do you think about the lessons they attended?

{1) They were both happy with their lessons.

(b} They were both disappointed with their lessons.

{¢) One was happy but the other was disappointed.

Now listen to the conversation and check your answers.

@ Listen again and answer these questions. Add information.

Example: —Is Rob studying Chinese?

—Yes, he is. And he thinks it is good to study Chinese.
Is Diane studying Chinese?
Is Rob’s teacher a native speaker of Chinese?
Is the assistant teacher a native speaker?
Did the Chinese teacher encourage the students?
Did he give the students anything to read?
Did Diane understand the level of the class she went to?
Was Rob disappointed with his first lesson?

Was Diane excited about her first lesson?

GRAMMAR 2 Adjectives ending in -ing and -ed

Read My First Day at Senior High again and underline the adjectives with -ing
or -ed endings.

@ Choose the correct explanation.

[] the -ing form describes things; the -ed form describes people

[] the -ing form describes the people or things that cause the feeling; the -ed form tells

us how people feel



@ Read the examples and complete the sentences.

Example: amazed /amazing: The classroom was amazging.

B o

th

6

I was completely amazed by the classroom.

bored/boring: 1 wasn’t ~with the lesson.

interested /interesting: 1 was very in her teaching method.

amazed /amazing: The computer screen is absolutely

disappointed /disappointing: He was because Ms Shen won’t be the teacher
every day.

embarrassed /embarrassing: Group work activities won’t make you because

you can keep quiet if you want to.

bored/boring: The journey home from school was

PRONUNCIATION ¢d endings

@ Listen to the pronunciation of these words. What is different about the
pronunciation of the ends of the words in the different groups?

b N ==

amazed bored tired
embarrassed
disappointed excited interested

@ Listen and repeat the sentences in Grammar 2 activity 3.

SPEAKING

Look at the photos from a US high school brochure. Answer the questions.

]
2
3

Is the school similar to your school? Explain why it is or isn’t.

Do students at your school do things like this?

What similarities or differences do you know
about American and Chinese school systems?




WRITING

@ Read this email from an American student in tenth grade.

| °
|

FROM: "Martha" ( Martha@aol.com )
DATE : Fri. 16 July 2004 17:41:18 +0800
TO: “LiKang” { LiKang@sohu.com )

R
:_,'ﬁf et Menu Compose Search
Main Mail

- ~ .

1= Hoader Hello, my name is Martha, I'm 16 years old and I live in New York. I'm in
tenth grade in Senior High school. My favorite subjects are history and Spanish.
I’m also studying Chinese in evening class.

['m writing to teenagers all over the world. I have some questions about your
memories of your first year at school. Would you mind answering the questions
for me?

e What is your first memory of school?

* What was your favorite activity when you were in first grade?

What can you remember about your first teacher?

Who was your first best friend? Is he or she still your best friend?

Here are my answers! My first memory of school was the smell of paint! They
painted the walls at the start of the year. The smell disappeared quite quickly,
but I still remember it. My first best friend was a girl called Molly and we were
friends for about three years. But then she moved to California. I still write to
her. My favorite activity in first grade was drawing pictures. My first teacher
was called Miss Sharp, and she had the biggest smile in the world.

Powared by Mall

Reply | Rephyall | Forwand | g,_.uu_.‘,.]

@ Write a reply, answering the questions in the email above.

EVERYDAY ENGLISH AND FUNCTION

Making conversation

@ Read this part of the conversation between Rob and Diane. Look for the
expressions they use to keep the conversation going and underline them.
Rob: Hi, Diane!
Diane: Hi, Rob! How are you doing?
Rob: I'm fine. I've just been to my first language class.
Diane: Oh really? So have I. Which language are you studying?
Rob: Chinese.
Diane: Is that right? Cool! How was it?
Rob: There’s an assistant teacher called Miss Wang. She’s Chinese. We’re going to see her
once a week.
Diane: And what do you think ...?




Work in pairs. Have a conversation about one of your classes. Use the

conversation in activity 1 to help you.

CULTURAL CORNER

Read the letter from a Senior High student in the‘m
US. What's similar and what’s different in the

American and Chinese school systems?

A Letter from a Senior High Student |

Dear Li Kang,

How's it going? | thought I'd write to tell you about the
American school system. Secondary school in the US usually
covers seven years, grades six to twelve. Ninth to twelfth
grades are high school. At the end of twelfth grade, American
students receive the high school diploma. Students need a

high school diploma if they want to go to college.

The school year is divided into two semesters, the first
of which is September through December, and the
second January through May. We have a LONG
summer vacation! We start school at 7:50 am
and we finish at 3 pm.

| take part in all kinds of after-school
activities — | play football, basketball,
volleyball, table tennis and | go to
theater club.

and the Chinese school system in your next letter?
Best wishes,

Rob Marshall



TASK

0 Work in groups. You are going to prepare

a brochure about your school.

¢ Choose the best classroom and the best after-

school activities,

* Choose special features of your school
(architecture, location, famous students, etc.).

@ Prepare material for the brochure.

* Find out more about the special features you

choose.
*  Write a paragraph about each one.

* Think of a slogan for your school: A Great Place

to Learn!

Writing a brochure about your school

% Learning to loarn |

When you Speak English,
remember:

Don't worry too much
about making Mistakes —
everybody makes Mistakes

when they Speak another
language.

@ Show your brochure to other students in the class.

MODULE FILE

Words to learn

amazed amazing attitude behaviour
biology bored brilliant

i comprehension correction embarrassed
' embarrassing encouragement
enthusiastic fluency geography
handwriting hard-working instruction
IT (Information Technology] method
misunderstanding

PE (Physical Education) physics
photograph progress spelling textbook

Words to revise

boring chemistry Chinese enjoyment
English exciting explanation Japanese
Russian  history interested interesting

mathematics  pronunciation

Grammar focus

Revision of the present tenses
Adjectives ending in -ing and -ed

In this module, you have learnt :

Making conversation
Oh really?
Is that right?

-ed endings

Everyday English

How are you doing?
Oh really?

So have L.

Is that right?

Cool!

How was it?




