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M r. Feng Jincheng, President of Henan Scientific Academy of Land and Resources, has recently sent one picture album of
"Marvelous Mountains and Beautiful Waters" compiled by himself, in which both pictures and texts are excellent. Since I have
been engaged in spreading geographic scientific knowledge for a long time, it deeply interests me. Located in the Central Plains
of China, Henan province contains both thick culture deposits and geographic scenery with beauty and productive of talent. Both
President Feng Jincheng and Mr. Zhao Hongshan are my intimate friends, so I'm very pleased to do something for them.

In my image, Henan used to be a big province and lies in the Central Plains. Although there are waters in Henan province,
Great Plains have been occupying an important position in my heart. The concept of "waters" occurs because of the Yellow
River. But the Yellow River has been never thought to be beautiful and even I don't know where waters are beautiful and how
mountains are marvelous. Mt. Taihang and Mt. Funiu have long resounded in my ears, but less marvelous than "Famous
mountains". So when the picture album named as "Marvelous Mountains and Beautiful Waters" was sent to me, the first
impression seems the book's name was beside the point. Especially recently Secretary Xu Guangchun has successively taken
several well-known measures and especially brought forth the brand of "Cultural Henan", which have interested many Chi-
nese at home and board. A new book of "Rich and Thick Henan" (Hou Zhong Henan in chinese ) was given to me, which
introduces the culture of Central Plains completely and systematically.

"Marvelous Mountains and Beautiful Waters" is not only a picture album, but also a geologic culture history of Henan
province. Its originality and ideas show clearly profound feelings to the native land from the photographer and author. Both
Mr. Feng Jincheng and Mr. Zhao Hongshan have successfully filed a document for mountains and waters of Henan province,
but also have devoted themselves to Henan cultural deposits.

Mr. Zhao Hongshan has been after geologic photograph. The pictures in "Marvelous Mountains and Beautiful Waters"
photographed by him records many geologic wonders in Mt. Songshan, Mt. Taihang, Mt. Yuntai, Mt. Wangwu, Mt. Funiu, Mt.
Tongbai, Mt. Baiyun, Mt. Shiren, Mt. Chaya and Jiguan Cave of Luanchuan, Xuehua Cave of Gongyi etc. Looking through the
picture album seems like appreciating the mountains and waters of West Henan Province, so the image of marvelous moun-
tains and beautiful waters has been slowly appeared.

Both geologic photograph and scenery photograph bear common ground and difference. The geologic photograph needs to
record really the characteristics of geologic structure, which shows both the sensuous pleasure in art and inner beauty in geology.
These geologic pictures taken by Mr. Zhao Hongshan perfectly combine both of them. So I think it is a picture album pleasing to
both the eye and the mind and it is a picture, colorful in appearance but rich in connotation, which highly condenses the particular
geologic characteristics of mountains and waters in Henan province. And the caption under the pictures written by Mr. Feng
Jincheng and Mr. Fu Guanghong shows the thick deposits of geologic culture in Henan province. "Three Movements" and
"Undivided Family with Five Generations" in Mt. Songshan have wined the changes of the earth with a history of Several
hundred thousand million years. The formation of the great gorge is liable to bring modern people to listen to the stirring geologi-
cal movement that happened several hundred million years ago. The formation of eclogite in Mt. Tongbai is liable to bring people
to experience the earth overturning. So the picture album reveals the marvelous mountains and beautiful waters in Henan province,

meanwhile it also shows the important position of Henan geology in China and even in the world.

Editor-in-chief and Director of Chinese National Geography

Research fellow of Geography Research Institute of CAS
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q__n E_m_ _s_ Taihang—the Spine of Chinese Nation
Yuntaishan World Geopark

Wangwushan-Daimeishan World Geopark

Guanshan National Geopark

Linlushan Grand canyon

Yunmengshan Scienc Spot
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-__o qesa:____ Mt Songshan—the Magnificent Treasure in China
Songshan World Geopark
Snowflake Cave Scenic Spot of Mt. Fuxishan
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The Surging Yellow River—the Cradie of Chinese Nation
Yellow River National Geopark of Zhengzhou
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The route map of Henan province for the geological photography
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Mt. Tonghai and Mt. Dabie—spanning between Henan province and Hubei province

Mt.Tongbai and Mt. Dabie

Magnificent Mt. Funiu—Primitive Ecopark of the Divine Land
Funiushan World Geopark of Nanyang

Baiyunshan Scenic Spot

Shirenshan Scenic Spot

The Bright Pearl of west Henan—Luanchan sight

Chayashan National Geopark

entral Plains—Mt. Taihua-Mt. Kiacshan-Mt. Kiong'er

The Roof of the Central Plains-Mt. Taihua-Mt. Xiaoshan-Mt. Xiong’er
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The Yellow River is the mother river of Chinese
nation. it enters into Henan province in Linghao city, then
flows through 7 cities and 24 counties, and finally joins
into the Bohai Sea over Shandong province.

With an area of over 200km?, Yellow River National
Geopark lies on the bank of the Yellow River to the north
of Zhenyzhou, in the houndary of middie and lower
reaches and in the transitional area of loessial plateau
and Huanghuai plains.
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Yellow River National Geopark of Zhengzhou is mainly featured by the typical stratigraphic profile
of Quaternary and river geologic landscape, integrated by loess landforms, water body landscape and the
Yellow River culture. So it is of high scientific value and of comprehensive research value.

The geological geomorphologic landscapes and the loessial profile are the important evidences to
study the environmental vicissitude of East Asia, the formation of Qinghai-Tibet Plateau, the civilization
history of China, and the formation and evolution of the Yellow River.

The Yellow River— the only hanging river in the world, Huayuankou with historical records and

the Yellow River wetland landscape add the humanistic and ecological tourism connotation to the geopark.
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Yellow River National Geopark of thng/houT
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The statue Yellow Rive mother
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Huayuankou Monument
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The site of the Yellow River Bridge
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The Yellow River flows east







