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On January 7-13, the First Sino-UK Urban Regeneration Forum, which included two stages. was held in Harbin

and Beijing successively. The activity. with the topic of urban regencration. has aroused great attention in the planning

fields both at home and abroad. and achieved expected goals.

One. Brief Introduction to the Sino-UK Urban Regeneration Forum

The forum is an international academic exchange activity about urban planning. which was proposed by Wu
Liangyong and Zhou Gansi. the academicians of Chinese Academy of Science and Academy of Enginecring, and
jointly sponsored by Urban Planning Association of China and Culture and Education Department attached to British
Embassy to China.

The Forum, in the stage of Harbin. was jointly sponsored by Urban Planning Association of China, Culture and
Education Départment attached to British Embassy to China and Harbin Municipal People’s Government and
undertaken by Harbin Urban Planning Bureau and assisted by Harbin Railway Bureau and Government of Nangang
District. Eight Chinese experts with the head of Zhou Deci, academician of Chinese Academy of Engineering and
deputy permanent director of Urban Planning Associ

ion of China and five British experts with the head of Robin
Thompson. advisor of the mayor of London and professor of London University. took part in the forum. During the
forum the five British experts gave reports on special topics, including Strategy on Regeneration of Harbin, Strategy
on Regeneration of British Cities and Strategy on Urban Planning and Creation of Charming Community. Du Yuxin,
party secretary of Harbin Party Committee and Nie Yunling, deputy mayor of Harbin municipal government had an
interview with the experts.

The forum, in the stage of Beijing, was presided by Wang Jingxia, deputy permanent director of Urban Planning

Association of China. Nie Yunling, deputy mayor of Harbin muni made a welcoming speech at

the meeting and issucd awards, together with the leaders of Urban Planning Association of China and officials of
British Emb:

of Harbin city. Altogether eleven Chinese and foreign experts gave special reports. Yu Binyang, director of Harbin

to China, to winners of design competition on regulatory plan for Historical Block of Garden Street

Urban Planning Bureau, presented a report titled Views on Planning and Development of Historical and Cultural
Block of Garden Street from the .Protection on Historical and Cultural City and Regeneration of City. During the
forum, the exhibition on Protection on Harbin Historical and Cultural City and the designing works were held in
Beijing. Zhou Gansi, academician of Chinese Academy of Science and also academician of Chinese Academy of
of Chinese Academy of Engineering, Chen Xiaoli, chief urban planner of Urban

Engineering
Planning Association of China, counselor of British Embassy to China, Chinese and foreign experts and some persons

in domestic urban planning field attended the exhibition and spoke highly of the activity.

During the preparation for the forum in Harbin, the organizing committee organized and held the bidding meeting

for the designing competition participated by university students all over China, The representatives of postgraduates

and undergraduate students, with the specialty of urban planning, from 13 universities and colleges were invited to
take

tin the competition. The contestants were divided into 40 designing groups and 40 designing works were

submitted 1o the committee.

During the forum in Harbin. the evaluation committee for the design competition selected and 12 designing works
from all the submitted achievements, among which three were awarded silver medals, five bronze medals and 4
encouraging awards.

Two. Main academic views proposed in the forum

In the forum, the academic exchanges between Chinese and British experts, the subject ideologies of designing
works and-evaluation of the experts all revealed a series of new ideas and views on urban regeneration, protection and
utilization of old city and community construction.

(1) Urban regeneration emphasizes on protecting not only historicalsceneries but also living. Meanwhile it should
also continue city development and tum old city into a regenerated city which is suitable for living and sustainable
developtnent.

(2) Urban planning should draw experience and lessons from western countries. It should pay attention to

something that may happen in the long-term in order to avoid extinguishment of distinctive living styles in the
immaterial culture.

(3) In the process of urban regeneration, government should not be responsible for everything. but it must play
the leading role, excellent plans for regeneration should be compiled carefully then implemented completely.




The necessities of planning must be based on the possibilities of investment, but city planning should stick to the

requirement-orierited principles instead of investment-oriented ones.

(4) Reconstruction of old city should blend with pment of new area, by devel

new city, optimize spatial
structure of old city and alleviate heavy burden o reconstruction of old ity in order to achieve the goal to protect the
whole sceneries of historical block.

(5) Reconstruction of old city gears to the ideas of “metabolism™ instead of the simple method of “weeding through
the old ones to bring forth new ones™,

(6) The reconstruction of historical block should finish the transition from simple protection to blending of
protection and wtilization and from simple mai o and ilization of itional

which combines

pace. By proper scile of development, it should achieve the

with utilization in accordance with the topic on recovery of historical scener

Three Gained Values from the Forum and lts Influence

The forum is an international academic exchanging activity at high level between Chinese and British urban
planning fields, it brought about far-reaching significance. The views and ideas proposed in the forum will play an
important role in strengthening protection on historical and cultural ¢ity in the new round urban planning, protecting

traditional historical forms and context and using and developing preserved historical block.

(1) The ideas and views proposed by Chinese and British experts on urban regeneration have great research and

reference values. By summarizi

1 the experience and lessons on city regeneration in Chinese and foreign countries,

all the experts explained the new ideas and possible methods on regenetation of Harbin city from different aspeets

(2) The designing ideas of contestants are worth researching and

learning. The desighing works collected in this forum are distinctive. The des king and new

eners have active 1
ideas, which are valuable in learning foreign experience, exploring the renovation of historical block and old city and
urban regeneration.

(3) The awarded designs arc worth rescarching and learning, The designs attached importance to the protection and
wiilization of existing buildings. Mcanwhile they added some new functions and proposed ideas on the method and
strength of utilization of historical and cultural heritage. They presented many creative explorations in spatial form,

explained the new economic model of utilization and proposed new views on keeping the coordination between the
whale spatial dimension of historical block and social environment.

(4) During the forum. the Chingse and foreign experts made a site surve:

on protection plan for historical block
of Garden Street of Harbin city. protection plan for Harbin Historical and Cultural City, existing conditions of city

consiruction and the new round urban master plan, they showed great interes
by

two sides.

to the rejuvenation of old industrial

and the plan for investment. which laid a good foundation for the further exchange and cooperation between the

(5) The forum takes the protection block of Garden Street as the main objective. By the compiled plans, the ideas

on protection of historical block were renewed. the pr tive method of in with original

features” was changed. especially for the block, the planning adopts the method of expanding construction under the
conditions of not destroying historical sceneries, avoiding the decline of environment and buildings due to lack of

maintenance and management. It is possible that the renovation of the block can begin as soon as possible.

Theoretically. the forum offered many valuable ideas and views on renovation of old city, especially renovation
of historical block, which are of great significance in rencwing ideas. guiding thinking and seeking for interest in
harmony hetween government, investors and eitizens in protection of historical and cultural city.

In order to increuse the influence of the forum, Harbin Urban Planning Bureau and Urban Planning Association

of China jointly edited and published Planning and Practice of Urban Regencration—Proceedings and Student

Competition Entries of China-UK Urban Regeneration Forum, which contains three sections--"Proceedings and

Presentations of China-UK Urban Regeneration Forum™, “Entries to National Student Planning Competition for

Urban Regeneration™ and “Appendix”, it really recorded the main process and influence of the forum.

Editor
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1. Characteristics of the Present Urb:

The characteristics may be summed up like thi
swiltly and with great ", and “great ach
with quite @ number of defects™. Our task at present i
and coordinate as a whole so as 1o make healthy progre
The course of urbanisation initiated in China more than hulf:l
century ago, and in the past 10 years there we have witnessed
the most prominent changes. The main reasons are: 1.
large input of construction funds. The annual GDP in China is
around RMB 10,000 billion Yuan. Among which, RMB 4,000
billion 1o 5,000 billion Yuan. sometimes RMB 6.000 billion
Yuan. are spent on urban construction. In super big cities such
as Beijing and Shanghai. over RMB 100 billion Yuan are spent
on urban construction; over RMB 10 billion Yuan or more are
spent on urban construction in some provineial capitals and
relatively large economic centers: in central cities. the input
in urban construction amount to RMB several billion Yuan. 2.
Population foating keeps on the increase. By the end of last
century, the foating population in the cities in China was 70 o
A0 million. The number has exceeded 100 million in the 21st

sation in China

Century. In the first two years in the new century, the number of’

imated

floating population reached 140 million (some people
that the number might have reached 200 million). The
rate of urban population in registered permanent residents is
1-1.4% (currently, the urbanisation rate 6% which is in
fact on the low side). Each year. there are considerable amounts
of newly established infrastructures. The annual amount of
house building is 500-600 million m2. Sometimes, the statistics
may be inaceurate. However, you may sce with your own eyes
that great changes are taking place not only in Beijing and
Shanghai, but also in small and middle-sized cities, remote and
backward places and out-of-the cities. Recently, 1 have had the
opportunity 1o travel to a number of cities in Inner Mongolia
and Heilongjiang such as the most remote Mishan, the smallest
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Acrshan and the most depressed Yichun and Daging. These
places seemed 1o have taken on new looks.

(Photo)

Nearly all the citics have attached importance to urban
planning. The planning and designing institutes throughout the
country are faring well, busily cngaged in gencral planning,
iled and special planning. development planning startegy
search and urban design, The collcagues in the planning circle
all believe that another spring of urban planning in China has
armived.

Although the urban planning in China has made a remarkable
there are still many problems. There are problems with
stry itself. and but the number of social and economic
problems is even more. Some problems (e.g. resource and
environmental problems) have affected the healthy development.
Therefore, the State has made some corrections by putting
forward requi of * i . “macro
conirol™and “coordinate s a whelc®, Some.ofier fmpottant
measures have been taken by the State. That is, modifying the
“*Urban Planning Law™ so that it may change into “Urban and
Rural Planning Law™; and instituting the State’s medium and
long-term development plans. Among the 20 major medium and
long-term development plans, urbanization and the problems of
urban planning is an important item.

ling to general the in China is
still in its initial stage the foundation of which has been firmly
laid. We should improve the qualities and scale new heights.
By 2050 when the obj of our country has been turned into
reality and a well-off society (GDP Per Capita USD 3,000) has
been build. the i of ion and
will also be basically lished. By then, the
objectives of common prosperity of urban and rural areas.
safety and comfortableness of living. delightful and healthy

. complete which are

by the Chinese culture will be attained in all the cities throughout
the country.




11, Planning Problems in Metropolitan Area;

The appearance of metropolitan areas is one of the new
charaeteristics in the urbanisation in China. At present. how to
define a metropolitan area remains a subject that needs 1o be
further studied. I think. we should use the common standards of
Giot tmann. Doxiadis and Papaioannou (the population should
be at least 25 million or 10 million) that have been generally
accept throughout the world for reference while at the same
time establish our own standard in light of the actual situation in
China. For instance: 1. Overall planning of the population of a
city with a certain degree of population density and accounting
for a certain percentage of the total population of a province:
2. With a certain cconomic scale which accounts for a certain
percentage of that of the whole province: 3, A certain proportion
of the internal cooperation and external invitation of investment
in social economic activities: 4. The degree of convenience of
the traffic: 5. The quality standard of urban facilitics. Among
the metropolitan areas that have appeared or are going to
appear in China, six are along the coastline and the rest six are
located inland. The total GDP of these areas account for about
112 of the overall GDP of China (As shown in the diagram). At
pr\’sclll. only the Pearl River Delta, theYangzi River Delia. the

Arca and the Central d-Southern Liaoning Arca
have take shape, among which only the first two have developed
into full-blown metropolitan wreas (See Research on the Spatial
Aggregation and Diffusion in Costal Arcas Where Cities and
Towns are Densely Distributed in China, Hu Xuwei et al,
Science Press) (Diagram)

Currently, it has become a common understand among the
government departments and the leaders at various levels that,

which will conncet
the most important function areas and nodes within the area

of one backbone. three belts and five axes

and form a network that radiates in eight directions. The spatial
structure of the city agglomeration in the future will be beneficial
to the regional integration of the “Big Pearl River Delta”, the
unified urban planning, the concerted development, and the
integration between the industries and population distribution of
the current cities.

In view of the fact that the entironment of the Pearl River
Delta has been “partially improved but worsened on the whole™,
the plan intends to, through studying the natural zoology and the
urban layout, build a regional eco structure featuring “one circle
(green circle of background mountains)”, “one belt (coastal belt
of inshore sea area)”, “three cores (eco green cores) and network
corridor™ based on the identification of the specific eco factors of
the region so as o ensure that the arca of the land preserved for
the purpose of protecting the entironment is over 8,300 KM2.
The development plan of the Pearl River Delta has resulted in
positive uku- in three ma]nr aspects during when it was under

1./ i d the ing of the overall plan of
Guangzhou; 2. Promoted the development of traffic networks and
city 3. Facilitated the isation of CEPA
and 942. Next, we should: 1. Establish relevant coordinating
institutions which will cooperate with each other according to
different regions: 2, Build the traffic and information network;
3. Development new service industries, accelerate the formation
of “urban backbones™; 4. Improve the entironment; 5. Establish
agglomerated structures of cities and avoid sprawling: 6. Adjust
the industrial structure and form an industrial layout with clear
division in professions; 7. Gradually enhance the qualities of the
in urban and rural areas; 8. Enhance interactions

if we want to develop urk we have to ize on
regional integration and bring the functions of colleetive cities
and towns into play through planning and cooperation. All
the provinces have worked out provineial urban systematic
plans, and all the major cities are actively compiling their own
municipal urban systematic plans and regional plans in greater
scopes (c.g. both southeast part of Shandong Province and
angzhou Bay Arca have worked out their regional plans).
Actually, the metropolitan arcas mentioned above are in
different development stages, each having its advantages
disadvantages, confinements as well as historical characteristics
the research on which should be started as carly as possible.
Jnlmly prepared by the Ministry of Construction and
Province, the development plan aof the city
ngglmnnmmm of the Pearl River Delta is going to be submitted
10 the State for approval by the provincial People’s Congre:
The general contents of the plan are: by 2020, the area of
ion land shall be at around 7,800 km2,
the population should be within 65 million, and the regional
infrastructures should be enough for 80 million inhabitants. The
overall objeetives are “to build a world class manufacturing
base and a world class city agglomeration” (no doubt including
Hongkong), “becoming the pioncer of international cooperation
and competition, the engine of the country’s economic
development, the demanstration zone of civilized development,
the experimental ficld for the deepening of reforms and
institutional innovations. the *vanguard® of regional concerted
development, and a fine model of urban planning on a unified
basis,™ 1t has been put forward in the plan fo: “emphasize on the
focus, create the “backbone’; expand inland, cultivate coastland;
clevate western coast, optimize eastern coast: foster the external
circle, integrate the inner circle and other spatial development
strategies™. It has also suggested “the regional spatial structure

and complementarities between Hongkong and Macao, There is
alot of room of development in this respect.

The gradual formation and improvement of metropolitan
areas will represent a leap ahead in urban functions and benefits.
Following the rule of system engineering 1+1>>2, it will derive
new functions and benefits.
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