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ABSTRACT

The research on lexical meaning, especially the syntagmatic study
of lexical meaning has great theoretical and practical significance. It
has attracted more and more linguists’ attention all over the world
since the 80s of the 20th century. This dissertation focused on the
large-scale syntagmatic analysis of noun sememes in contemporary Chi-
nese and indicated that there was close correlation between lexical
meaning and its distribution.

Besides introduction this dissertation consists of seven chapters.

Chapter 2 briefly recounts the development of research methods
about Lexical Semantics, and the current level of study on Chinese
lexical meaning analysis. At present, the paradigmatic analysis of lexi-
cal-semantic system, including synonymy, antonym, hyponymy, has
scored great successes, but the syntagmatic analysis still remains at the
initial investigation and study levels. So the syntagmatic analysis of
Chinese noun sememes is chosen as the subject of this thesis.

In Chapter 3, based on a descriptive study on more than 4, 000
Chinese nouns’ distribution, a distinction criterion between the Free
meaning and Restrictive meaning is put forward firstly, their syntag-
matic constrains in sentences are also defined in detail. At the same
time, a multi-level framework of syntagmatic analysis is designed for
describing the syntactic constrains and semantic constrains of any noun
in Chinese.

Chapter 4 employs a wordnet-like noun thesaurus to analyze
Chinese polysemous nouns. As a result, 87% polysemous words
contain two or more than two sememes belonging to different semantic

categories. Depending on the above analysis and the framework
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proposed in Chapter3, I survey all of these polyseme nouns, and find
that different sememe has different and complementary syntagmatic
features.

Chapter 5 makes a thorough investigation and study on some
principles about how to set up a new sememe with the help of
syntagmatic analysis. It is pointed out that a new lexical meaning
would be regarded as a sememe only if the difference between its
semantic features and the prime meaning’ s manifests at the syntax
and/or collocation levels. Afterwards, I give a reasonable explanation
for three vexed questions of Chinese noun meaning in terms of the
influence of distribution.

Chapter 6 takes the further step to demonstrate how to make full
use of the syntagmatic analysis framework to compile or improve
Chinese dictionaries and electronic dictionaries.

The main work in Chapter 7 is to discuss how to solve ambiguities
of Chinese nouns by computer and establish an efficient WSD model
based on syntagmatic features.

The last chapter concludes the main achievements and significance
of the research done in this dissertation. Planning of further research is

also proposed.
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