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Exploring Transdisciplinary, Research-Based
Foreign Language Curriculum System
-— About Construction of Curriculum System for
Foreign Language Majors

W B AL RSESMNE 2 B BT URAR B Sk B Bt 13
HERLMARAKWRABES. HREREERMESHY
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IR E B RLEF Sl AR . IR KRR B R L E
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Abstract:  This paper explores the rationale of transdisciplinary,
integrative curriculum of foreign language education
based on the practice of undergraduate curriculum re-
form carried out in the School of International Stud-
ies of Zhejiang University. The reviewed curriculum
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Key words:

attempts to embody, in the process of foreign lan-
guage education, the features of social, spiritual and
critical inquiries, putting students’ humanistic inter-
ests at the heart of language learning. The curriculum
is aimed to develop, through social participation and
research activities, not merely students’ language
ability, but their interdisciplinary expertise imbued
with broad social, cultural and international perspec-
tives. Taking a transdisciplinary viewpoint, we reori-
ented our curriculum goals by integrating knowledge
between, across and beyond disciplines in the fields
of literature, linguistics, education, philosophy, so-
ciology, politics, economics, etc. For embracing
such a curriculum vision and sustaining ongoing inno-
vative capacity we developed a dynamic curriculum
framework that is grounded upon teachers’ academic
development and learning community building.
foreign language curriculum; transdisciplinary;
research-based learning; curriculum innovation; com-
munity building
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