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Rather!: ‘Lightning in a Bottle”

‘New questions about CBS¥s volatile* evening-news sta

Tom Bettag, executive producer of the “CBS Evening

News,” couldn’t believe what was coming through his ear-

i piece.5 He was in the control room in New York, about to
go to. a live interview with George Bush® on the country’s
s most-watched network-news program, and the vice president

was threatening to walk out.” “They aren’t gonna talk about
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& brilliant and dangerous. YL H{EA 45 &K, AT RE, DL
B BTHER, MEHE,

CBS— EHMLLIFT #8/A®] Columbia Broadcasting System Inec.
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Iran-contra, are they?”'8 Bettag heard Bush say through the
audio feed? to the VP’s office in Washington. “If he talkS to
me about thc lIran-contra affair, they’re gonna see a seven-
minute walkout here.?® Bettag talked into Dan Rather’s ear-
iece in the studio a few feet away. “Don,” said Bettag,

'Bush is saying he didn’t know_thé subject. 1 don’t know
whet to do. Just be aware of it.”

Moments later jaws were dropping all over the United
States!!, Inside the CBS control room the effect of the Rather-
Bush slugfest!? was more dramatic: 10 minutes of near hysteria
worthy c¢f “Broadcast News.” After weeks of planning, the
interview the CBS News staff hoped would be a landmark of

8. -“They aren’t gonna talk about Iran-contra, are they?” —gonna (%
f2) =soing to. H. FE WA TH, XPENERR, EIR -
FibEtm, AoMREE, BS WILEARSHERTAEH,
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of a Titan missile.’®” When Bush attacked Rather fer “th
seven minutes you walked off the set!” in New York™ (it was

journalism was exploding right before their eyes!3 —not to .

mention the eyes of 10 million viewers at home."4 And there
was nething they could do to stop it. “I was ricocheting

around like a Ping-Pong ball,”!5 recalls producer Martin

Koughan. “But it was like trying to change the trajecto

actually six minutes in Miami)!8, one technician gasped. AsS
the interview rumbled on, producers frantically dropped stories
from the lineup!® while Bettag told Rather to “Cut! Cut! Cut!?

- Rather finally ended the fiasco, abruptly interrupting the vice

president in midsentence.?0

13. exploding riéht before their eyes —explode MBYE. F¥IK; right =
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Last week’s drama in the control room underseored the-
network’s unecasiness about its evening-news star. Intense-
and driven, Rather has a reputation for volatility that at
' times approaches instability?!. Last week some CBS News

d staffers admitted that what concerned them most was mot that
‘ Rather was losing control of the Bush interview, but that he
ﬂ'mxght be losing control of himself. “Dan tried to remain objec-
tive but he got emotional,” says former CBS News president
! Richard Salant. “Maybe he’s accident prone or maybe he’s
; very tightly strung.?? He certainly is not very pragmatic.”
Rather’s current boss, Howard Stringer, once put it more
. i succinctly. “Dan is like lightning in a bottle — brilliant and’
¢ dangerous.” ’

“Dangerous” and “accident prone” may seem strange-
= words to describe the most powerful newsman in America!
But Rather does have a propensity for bizarre and controver--
sial incidents. While visiting Chicago for “60 Minutes”? in.
1980, Rather got into .a dispute with a taxi driver who then-
took him on a high-speed joy ride. Rather was rescued after
he stuck his head out the window and screamed that he was-
being kidnapped. The anchorman -has been attacked by
strangers in airports and was once stalked from San Francisco-
to New York by a man who threatened to kill him. The:
oddest episode of all occurred in October 1986, when two men-
attacked Rather on Park Avenue, asking, “Kenneth, whatls:
the freauency?”
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Rather’s mishandling of the Bush interview last week re-
veals another characteristic; a tendency toward excess.?¢ “Are
you running for something?”  Nixon asked Rather during
Watergate. “No, sir. Are yOp‘?”)k Some who know Rather
‘well speculate that the présshre of acting as both managing
editer and anchor of the “CBS Evemng News” may at times
overwhelm him. Rather rose from humble roots? in Texas

— he was the first in his family to attend college — to the .

heights of a demanding: profession. He'speaks of his devotion
to CBS in almost religious terms and takes his role as heir
tc the traditions of Edward R. Murrow and Walter Cronkitez6
very seriously. “I work at a place that’s considered a na-
‘tional institution, a place with a 50-year history of excellence,”
he told Newsweek last week. “People expect more when you
work at CBS News.”

When the ratings?’ of the “Evening News” plummeted?s
to -their- lowest point in decades last summer, Rather’s on-air
demeanor grew erratic.?? He experimented with a slower, less
intense dvf;liVery";"’ he qugstioned ‘whether former CIA chief

24. a -tendency toward - excess — — FRGRZ T HAGMn .

25, Rather rose from humble roots-—  FIEEHH B, roots (E%)
AEBAKHE.
26. Edward R. Murrow and Walter Cronkite — B3 « B3 5R/R4¥E-
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27. ratings —an estimate of the percentage of the public viewing a
particular TV program ¥ — BT B Rl 3R,
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29. Rather’s on-air demeanor grew etrratic—on (the) air = broadcasting
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‘William Casey3® was really dead and whether jourmalist’
Charles Glass3! had actually been kidnapped in Lebanon (box)..
The Miami incident, where3? his loss of temper caused CBS
to go black3 for six minutes, was an almost unconscionable
lapse of professionalism.34 ‘

@ The night after the Bush interview, the anchorman de-
fended his prosecutorial style. “Trying to be persistent about
answers is part of a reporter’s job.” Rather said. Many
colleagues were not persuaded. “We were stunned and em-
barrassed,” said one CBS correspondent last week. “His style
was abominable.” “Dan Rather overstepped the boundaries,”3s
said Paul Raymon, president and general manager of WAGA
in Atlanta,3% one of the many -CBS affiliates besieged by
calls?” after the interview. Yet despite the controversy within
CBS, Rather’s position appears secure for now. During last
summer’s ratings plunge, there was talk that the new chief
of CBS, Laurence Tisch, was ccnsidering moving. “60 Minutes”
correspondent Diane Sawyer in as coanchor or replacing

-
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" The Bell Tolls for the
‘Brezhnev Doctrine”

Joseph C. Harsch &

EHHEE
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I. The bell tolls for . . PegfiKgees--TONS . Y PHERE & /NH For Whom
the Bell Tolls HHIBEEFEITHL/ESE  John Donne rh %o

therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for

thee”. _I%B%] AXBEFTRE, ( HIABRENL FLIEK)

............ .o-.--.--..--n-v.t-

Rather altogether.3® Asked last week whether the con-
troversy had hurt Rather’s image, Stringer replied, “The au-
dience will be the judge of that.” Translated,® that means
that as long as Rather remains high in the ratings, arguments
about “style” and “substance” are not likely to prove fatal.4®

. From Newsweek

34. moving Diane Sawyer in as coanchor or replacing Rather aitogether =

coanchor T8> — ., BHOLL U AT BEE2LE L - K

VAR 2 —, BAFRAMARST - 0,
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. Let us now mark down an important date in our history
books.

On April 14, in 1988, the Soviet Union agreed in Geneva
‘to pull all of its soldiers out of Afghanistan within nine
months, beginning on May 15.

That the withdrawal will happen is no longer in serious
doubt. Soviet units began pulling back from fcrward posi-
tions to their concentration areas over a month ago. We
tnow. We watched them from our reconnaissance satellites
overhead. Soviet units are no longer in intense combat with
the Afghan resistance, which has already taken over much

(Y

of the countryside. "

Moscow, for the first time since the communist revolution
of 1917, is voluntarily giving up a whole country which it
had conquered with its own troops and in which it had planted
a government which, by Moscow’s -own definition, is *“so-
cialist.””? ‘

Brezhnev is out?

This is not only the beginning of the end of Soviet mili-
tary occupation of Afghanistan. It is. also the end of the
“Brezhnev ‘Doctrine,” which had decreed that any country
once “socialist” must remain forever “socialist” and that the
Soviet armed forces would enforce that rulc.t

2. "XEBIGIERFTENEAUNE, HEH (FB) E—KEIRE
—AHECHENERIER |, FFUEZENES T — AR
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3. XHA owt HBR TA. X LRIZEX., 5TH—ANG
gl in (8 ‘MR k& MEk . da ) MR,

4. “PPIRRERENL AR EM-AEE. -BRN HEEX ]
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The Soviet signing becomes as important in history as the
decision announced in Washington on April 22, 1968, to
begin drawing down the number of US troops in Vietnam. It

was later called “Vietnamization” of the war. The process of .

US withdrawal was long. The last US soldier did not leave
Vietnam until March 29, 1973. »

But the decision in 1968 to begin withdrawing US troops
cleared the way for the US reconciliation with China which
Richard Nixon began in 1972, and which ended in transform-
ing the geopolitical world from a two-power confrontation to
a three-power triangle.

This past week’s Moscow action equally clears the way
fors fundamental change.

Soviet withdrawal from Afghanistan has long been one
declared Chinese precondition for the resumption of “normal”
relations between Moscow and Peking. It has also been a US
precondition for the readmission of ine Soviet Union te the
modern technologlcal world.

There are other still unsatisfied preconditions by both
China and the US. China wants fewer Soviet soldiers along
their common frontier, and Vietnamese troops out of Cam-
bodia. The US wants Soviet help in the Gulf and Mid-east,
and a freer emigration policy. for Soviet dissidents, primarily
for Jews. ) ‘ .

But the biggest precondition was the withdrawal from
Afghanistan berause Afghanistan is of great strategic impor-
tance. It is a potential launching padé for Soviet troops mov-
ing farther south toward the Indian Ocean and the Gulf, for
putting pressure on Pakistan, for exerting pressurc on India
and China.

5. clears the way for F--JHiEEIR, {EFHER
6 launching pad (KFF%ER) ERE
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For Moscow to give up such a favorable military position
means to accept a stabilization of one of the Soviet Union’s
southern -frontiers.

The Soviet Union has given up terntory before, but not
territory that had been takén by ‘Soviet troops and upon whieh
a “socialist” regime of Soviet - selection had been firmly
planted. It withdrew from the Soviet-occupied part of Aus-
tria, but Austria- had never been “socialized” by a Soviet
puppet regime. It had occupied large parts of modern China
at the end of World War II, but never claimed them and never
had -planted Soviet puppet reglmes on them.”

Moscow s giving up a 1ot in agreeing to bring its soldiers.
home from Afghanistan. But it stands to gain a lot. It can
regain mutual useful trade relations with China. More impor-
tant, probabty, ifi the eyes of the Kremlin, it hopes to regain
access to the high technologies of modern Europe and North
America. ‘

As the guns of World War U fell sdent in 1945 Joseph .
Stalin decreed that the Soviet Union would go its own way
in the modern industrial world. He decreed economic isola-
tion, political imperialism, and guns before butter.s

Nikita Khrushchev tried to breck away from Stalinism,
but without giving up imperial expansionism, He tried to put
missiles on Cuba and ruined it all. Brezhnev reverted to full
Stalinism — economic ‘isolation, imperial expansion, and guns
-ahead of butter. He sent his troops into Afghanistan.

7. but never . ..on them: EEFER (X)) HE EEEER

 BRARBEBAN, * occupy RE (IR ) 532, caim MAAETE,
Ezﬂaﬁﬁ}f%‘ " ‘plant = settle (a colony. government, etc.) FTEE 4E%
E R, [ establish.

8. guns and butter EARRX N HENEENSFHIEOERE, &
BRI HBERKEFTEAAREL — EF N, FEEX
Yk, EHERRG, RHFBRRKE,
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One-time' Germans Come Home
froin Communist East v
Anna Christensen

WEHE RH2ZK

. At dusk, Germanh refugees of all ages pushed aside paper
plates of brown bread and bologna? when the bell tolled out-

side the woodpn evangelical chapel3 that is the heart of Fried-
land camp. 'h : '

Notes ' o "R
1. one-time: Mﬁ’jﬂ’)
2. héf*gna [ba’launja]—‘ﬁ'lki ERPHERNENEIES.

/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\/\

Gorbachev’s realism is in

Above all, the _signipg_in Geneva this past week proves
that Mikhail Gorbachev is a realist who understands that
Stalin-type isolationism means the Soviet Union falling disas-
terously behind in the technologies of the modern world.

- There are some experts who think that it is already too
late for the Soviet Union to catch up with Western Europe
and North Arperica. But Gorbachev might be able to stay
ahead of China — if he lasts long enough in office and has
enough success at home. His decision to pull out of Afghan-
istan shows that he knows what is best for his country and
is willing to pay the price to rescue it from economic oblivion —
if he can. o :

e

From The Christian Science Monitor
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The . refugees — from the Soviet Union, Poland "and
Romania —crowded into wooden pews* to sing hymns in broken
~ German and listen to their first church service in the new land.

« “We remained devout Catholic$, although we couldn’t go
to church,” said Evgeny, 52, who brought his aging and ill
parents from Russia to the camp in West Germany. “We
never lost our hope, we never lost our language and we never
lost our culture.”

Friedland, which welcomed German prisoners home from‘
World War I1, .has come to life5 again to accommodate ethnic
‘Germans$ from the east ‘bloc” who only now are benefitting
from Mikhail Gorbachev’s emigration reform.®

The long, low barracks® at the camp bulge with record
numbers!® of resettled Germans. The numbers spill over into

3. evangelical chapel JEFIRHCE, BEHIR XE—H f?ﬁﬁaﬁg’ga
£, BERXIEH FRAREHFER WRCEREER (¥ 4
BBRRAEANSIR; (BXEAFHBASENREEEE, BAN
ABRER, UE2) g EMmER, FRENEENMER
BYREFHE. .

4 pew: BEPARBTHEEKF.

5. come to life: XA TAESMEN., XRBHBB=ULEFIL K
ﬁtﬁi}:lﬁlﬁﬁg%@ﬁﬁﬁ MREXFHTAERBEERGBEES
A

6. ethnic Gerihans: EEQ&}‘ :

" 7. the east: bloc? ?ﬂmm BORBMEDFNARNRIEEX
BH®.

‘8. Mikhail Gorbachevs _emigration reform: 5]’\53’%%9@%%&%%&
B E%ﬁ%@ﬂﬁ%ﬁ&f". BETHARBEARAAN. BEEA
MEH s MEROBEEMIECE, PRRERNTE,

9. bafracks: WEANBEMKRTOMENE &, MRS RRRE KW
#H. :

10. record numbers: ﬁﬂji&ﬁ&ﬁ, record 5 mnore than ever before Y

BE. .
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"towns!! where authorities had to turn gymnasiums into bar-
racks holding up to 300 bunk-style cots.!2

Officials said 14,488 people arrived last year from the
Soviet Union, .compared with 753 in 1986; 48,432~7oth~ers from
Poland, alnost twice as many as the previous year; and 13,994
from Romania.

All of them are — or say they are — Germans.

Most arrive with a tourist visa, one suitcase, a bit of
German and a hope for a better life. A majority are in their
20s and 30s, well-dressed and worldly!? in jeans and sweaters,
sperting new down coats from local shops.

“l had no prospects for a better future in Poland, no ide
opportunity to work in my profession!4” said Karin, 22, who | me
_defected while on vacation, leaving behind her family and .
friends in Katowice, in Poland’s industrial heartland. frc
Karin and her compatriots spend their days crowded into th:
rooms waiting to be vetted for German citizenship.15  Strict Tk
examinations determine whether they meet government re- = “p
quirements and are entitled to financial help during their | sw
transition.té ioas
?
11. The numbers spill over into towns. . . : spill over = spread and rush E CC
beyond the limits. X EMRERMESHBECREMFNR T, B | ae
i BB KEIMRIREMEBRE LT . ?,
i 12. bunk-style cots: %2 1Bk AR BR AL ML HE o
, 13, worldly: {35, i T
14. no opportunity to work' in my profession: IR AFLE S FH LW T /E, Y
15. to be vetted for German citizenship: to be examined carefully to get : 15
German citizenship, BASBHREE, DEIEELRRL. 2
16. ... whether they meet-government requirements and are entitled to x 21
financial help during their transition: meet the requirements = satisfy 2
the demands; to be entitled to ... = to be given the right to
‘ XE to BEMNHE. - HIRTHEEFNERURESERAR
i BHNEZETEY. '
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About one in thiree will be turned away, unable to prove
their German roots, and will seek asylum elsewhere.

Those from the Soviet Union tend to be older and have
waited ionger for_the chance to emigrate to Germany. Most
spent decades in Siberian or Ceritral Asian exile.

Therc are an estimated 2 million ethnic Germans in the
Soviet Union. West German statistics say about 100,000 have
asked to leave. The number allowed to go last year. was -
greater than for the entire preceding ,éécade;} even exceeding
the late 1970s peak of Soviet emigratiop.

All of the Soviets have legal exit visas and passﬁorts that
identify them as German. Many have relatives in West Ger-
many. ~
Traveling thousands of miles by Aeroflot!? jet to Moscow,
from Moscow to Berlin or Frankfurt,!® they are put on trains
that stop at an unmarked station at the edge of the camp.
Their black cloth coats, the bright flowered kerchiefs of aging
“babushkas,”!® the girls’ white organza?® hair bows?!, the
swaddling of babies and their shy mannerisms identify them
as Russian.

Their religion, customs and German speech mark them as
comi ; from a Germany their forefathers left two centurics
ago. ‘

Their families went to Russia after Catherine the Great,??

- 17. Aeroflot: FHEER{INE.

18, Frankfurt: PEAFAR, BOIBERENEAEBITREITS .

16 babushka: FIEN, EIF. XIVKERE,

20. organza: FHERHHL

21, bow: MjustsE

22. Catherine the Great: M--EHERMB# (K7 ) (1727~1796) , 55
Fk@, SOkFNARE, BEE-LOSERENLIL, 1146
FEHEEXXWRIINT . RESALNERANRR - BREMER, 1162
SEMEAN “REZEHRIEETH®” , FErEEE, Wi T
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