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[ ] FOREWORD

Shanxi, one of the important seats of
Chinese civilization, is praised as "a
museum of China's ancient architectures®,
and "a treasure house of ancient Chinese
arts”. And Shanxi has 119 cultural relics
included on the state's protection list,
ranking first in China.

One of the famous historical and cultural
cities, Pingyao is the one and only ancient
city of Han ethnic group that was inscribed
into the World Cultural Heritage List. The
wall of the ancient city of Pingyao was origi-
nally built in Western Zhou Dynasty, almost
3,000 years ago, and now generally retains
its original appearance of the pre-Ming Dy-
nasty architectural style. Apart from the
wall, the whale ancient city comprises the
age-old city moat, old roads, and antique
building complexes, with a large number of
money shops, martial art workshops, pawn
shops, and stores, as well as over 400 well-
preserved venerable courtyard houses.

In 2001, with the convergence of support
from the Ministry of Culture, the informa-
tion Office of the State Council, the provin-
cial Party committee, and the provincial
government, we ran the First Pingyao In-
ternational Photography Festival according
completely to international rules, With the
domestic practice falling in line with that
of the world, and the traditional interact-
ing with the modern, we have let the unique
features of the ancient city of Pingyao, the
simple and honest local traits, and a variety

of photographic events complement one
another, making quite an unexpected splash
at home and abroad. As a result, the orga-
nizing committee, approved by the Minis-
try of Culture, decides to continue to hold
the Pingyao International Phatography Fes-
tival from 20 to 27, this September .

2002 Pingyao International Photography
Festival has received entries from famous
photographers in France, the USA, Spain,
Denmark, Russia, Italy, Belgium, Japan, Re-
public of Korea, etc. The 30 overseas exhi-
bitions under 18 groups will be on display
for the first time in China. There are 45 do-
mestic exhibitions under 33 groups. To
record this glorious moment, we have se-
lected from among thousands of photos
same of the best warks, which are compiled
intg the present alburn.

Pingyao International Photography Fes-
tival befongs to Shanxi, also belongs to
China, and even beiongs to the world.

Shen Weichen

Chairman of the Organizing Committee
of 2002 Pingyao International Photagra-
phy Festival
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