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ABSTRACT

Fanglue existed only in Qing Dynasty in the history of Chinese
historiography, which is the only one compiled by officials, in the
form of historical writing with every chapter in it, devoted to record-
ing of a particular event of significance. From Kangxi to Guangxu
Court, 25 Fanglues had been compiled continuously showdng a
magnanimous picture of great wars in Qing Dynasty. Existing in
none of other dynasties and being a heavy proportion in the
official — made historical books in Qing, the compilation of Fanglue
in Qing Dynasty was so outstanding a historiographical phenomenon
as to pay attention to.

Fanglue in Qing Dynasty, which was compiled fi. om relent
governmental documents, still has its value in historical materials.
Moreover, from the angle of historical compiling, Fanglue has some
new characters that could be regarded as a development of the form
of event — featured historical writing. Considering that many vital
issues in Qing’s governing are recorded in these Fanglues, Fanglue
in Qing Dynasty is deserved studying as a subject submitted for
doctor’s degree.

In this book, 7 parts are included with a total number of 220,
000 words.

Chapter 1 is titled the location of Fanglue in the official — made
historical books in Qing Dynasty. At the beginning, a survey has
been made to the definition and the nature of Fanglue. Then the
compiler officials and their duties in Academy Fanglue, the compil-
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ation of Fanglue, the relation between official files and Fanglue,
and the location of Fanglue in the history of offical — made historical
books in Qing has been illustrated in their given order.

Chapter 2 is written with the name of the historical conditions
Fanglue’s bringabout based on. In this chapter it has been conclu-
ded that the political, military and cultural backgrounds of Qing
Dynasty, all has close relations to the compilation of Fanglue. And
the key impetus which push the continuous compilation of Fanglue
to a larger number is given as much attention to Fanglue attached by
the governors of Qing Dynasty.

Chapter 3, titled as the prosperity, continuance and downcast
period of Fanglue, is written to trace the course and narrate the
general situation of Qing’s Fanglue in the aspects of historical back-
grounds, contents, the years of compilation and the editions. Based
on these facts, the author’s opinion on the periodical characters of
Qing’s Fanglue in its course is given that from Kangxi to Qianlong
Court was the period of Fanglue from its origination to its prosperi-
ty, and that after Jiaging Court the compilation of Fanglue had be-
gun to fall down.

Chapter 4, Fanglue and Qing’s politics, illustrates the effect
from Qing’s politics on the compilation of Fanglue, the reasons and
the functions of Fanglue on Qing’s politics. In the author’s opin-
ions, Fanglue, as a special form of historical writing on the military
affairs in Qing Dynasty, was the result of Qing’s political and mili-
tary situations. The reason for the Qing’s governors’ attention on
Fanglue lies naturally in the Fanglue’s benefits on the strengthening
of Qing’s government. In concrete terms, they are publicizing and
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exaltingthe Qing’s success in wars, singing high praises of the abili-
ty and sagacity of the emperors of Qing and obtaining conclusive
knowledge of historical wisdom.

Chapter 5 is the historical thoughts about the society in Fan-
glue. Since the wars in Qing had entangled extensively many vital
issues on Qing’s politics and society, Fanglue, as a record of those
military affairs, would reasonably have accounted the governor’s at-
titudes and policies on these events. Among those events, the most
prominent are the regard of the issues related to union, nationality
and borderland.

Chapter 6 is devoted to the significance of Fangluefor the histo-
riography. Generally speak, Fanglue still is a lype of historical writ-
ing which featured in narrating events one by one. And on the other
hand, Fanglue is also very different from the traditional one in such
aspects as selecting military materials, organizing compilers, defi-
ning contents and making intentions. All these can give such en-
lightenment that if a form of writing to record the policy decision
and course of some military actions and major project is needed,
Fanglue would be a better choose.

Chapter 7 is allotted to the value of Fanglue as historical mate-
rials. In providing factual historical information, Fanglue has three
outstanding contributes as detailing what is simple in other books,
supplying what is absent in others and correcting what is mistaken
in others. For the studies of history of Qing Dynasty, especially
those of Qing’s military, nationality and boarder area, Fanglue is

still a material treasury to be searched and utilized.
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