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The Muses are the Greek goddesses who preside over the arts and sciences and msplre
those who excel at these pursuits. Daughters of Zeus and Mnemosyne (memory), they were
born at Pieria at the foot of Mount Olympus. :

The Muses are closely associated with Apollo and Dionysus, who were brothers and
sons of Zeus. Dionysus invented the lyre and gave it to Apollo who loved playing it. -Apollo
was the god of music and is often shown with the Muses. Dionysus enjoyed good. times,
music, and theatre. The Muses sing about all things, though about the divine gifts of the
gods and their blessed life, their laws and gracious customs in particular. They also sing
about the great sorrows and deeds of humanity. They know how to Speak falsehoods and
make them sound true, but they also speak the truth when they wish, and they know the
past :and the future The Muses inspired poets, playwrights, dancers, actors, musicians,

and scnentlsts. Artists throughout the ages have used the Muses in literature, music, dance,
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theatre, and the visual arts,

It was common for ancient schools to have a shrine to the Muses called mouseion, the
source of the modern word “museum.” The famous Museum of Alexandria, founded by
Ptolemy I (4£#)% —it), was a temple dedicated to the Muses. Before poets or storytellers
recited their work, it was customary for them to invoke the inspiration and protection of the
Muses.
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It is believed that there were originally three muses, but the number increased to nine.
The Romans gave the Muses names and attributes.

FHAR. JXIF AKLB, FHBLEFE,

Wmd the eldest Muse, is the
muse of epic poetry and is seen holding a writing tablet in hand,

sometimes seen with a roll of paper or a book, and crowned in gold.

AR DHR  EFERRASHOHE R (B(H )P HRHIHS) B
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Clio the “Proclaimer” is the muse of history and is often seen sitting with

a scroll and accompanied by a chest of books. She has been credited with
m introducing the Phoenician alphabet into Greece.

it FRWEIF, FIFRE
Erato the “Lovely” is the muse of love poetry and mimicry, and is seen

with a lyre and sometimes wears a crown of roses.
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Euterpe the “Giver of Pleasure” is the muse of music and is represented

with a flute. It has been said she is the inventor of the double flute.

NREEHH . IHW, FI5-w2,
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Terpsichore the “Whirler” is the muse of dancing and is often seen
dancing with her lyre and a plectrum, an instrument used for plucking

stringed instruments. By the river god Achelous, she bore the Sirens,

ERKBR.JHA AR, F- 35 TR Fosm Y,

Melpomene the “Songstress” is the muse of tragedy in spite of her
joyous singing and is represented by the tragic mask. She is sometimes seen
with garland, a club and a sword. She is often seen wearing cothurnes,

boots traditionally worn by tragic actors, and a crown of cypress.
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Thalia ( Thaleia) the “Flourishing” is the muse of comedy and of

.;_MMZ]R,H

playful and idyllic poetry, and is seen with a comic mask. She is sometimes :
seen with a crown of ivy and a crook.
=
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Polyhymnia (Polymnia), “She of Many Hymns,” is the muse of | &

Sacred Poetry and is seen with a pensive look upon her face. She brings

! distinction to writers whose works have won them immortal fame. She
»‘" has also been called the Muse of geometry, mime, meditation and

: ;ﬁgﬁgmq agriculture. Polyhymnia is often veiled.
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Urania the “Heavenly” is the muse of astronomy and is represented by
a staff pointed at a celestial globe. She foretells the future by the position of
the stars.
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The ancient Greeks entertained themselves with epic poems which told stories from
history and mythology. For example, Homer begins his epic, The Odyssey :
“Tell me, O Muse, of that man,
so in need of help,
who wandered far and wide,
after he had sacked the sacred city of Troy.”
In another section of The Odyssey, the blind poet wrote:
“The herald came near, bringing with him the excellent singer
Whom the Muse had loved greatly .
She had deprived him of his sight, but she gave him
the sweet singing art ...”
Lyric poetry was often accompanied by a lyre. The early poet, Hesiod, wrote about the
history of the gods in The Theogony. He writes:
“One day the Muses taught me glorious song ...
They plucked and gave to me a laurel rod,
A sturdy shoot, a truly wondrous thing,
"~ And mto me they breathed a vonce divine
To celebxeg:e the future and the past
“ "My ordets were to celebrate the gods who live
Eternally, but most of all to sing
Of them themselves, the Muses, lirst and last.’
Mortals inspired by Muses include. Homer (poet), Socrates ( phllosopher ), and
Aristophanes ( playwrlght). Vase pamters and sculptors decorated pieces with the Muses as a

central theme. The Muses continued to inspire painters, like the Dutch master, Vermeer,
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the German painter Hans Rottenhammer, and Simon Vouet, a French artist in the 16th and

17th Centuries.
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Echo was a beautiful nymph (1li #k7k % # % {l1) » fond of the woods and hills, where she
devoted herself to woodland sports. This nymph saw Narcissus, a beautiful youth, fell in
love and followed his footsteps. How she longed to address him in the softest accents, and
win him to talk! But it was not in her power. She waited with impatience for him to speak
first, and had her answer ready. One day the youth, being separated from his companions,
shouted aloud, “Who’s here?” Echo replied, “Here. ” Narcissus looked around, but seeing
no one, called out, “Come.” Echo answered, “Come.” As no one came, Narcissus called
again, “Why do you shun me?” Echo asked the same question. “Let us join one another,”
said the youth. The maid answered with all her heart in the same words, and hastened to the
spot, ready to throw her arms about his neck. He started back, exclaiming, “Hands off! I
would rather die than you should have me!” “Have me,” said she; but it was all in vain. He
left her, and she went to hide her blushes in the recesses of the woods. From that time on
she lived in caves and among mountain cliffs. Her form faded with grief, till at last all her
flesh shrank away. Her bones were changed into rocks and there was nothing left of her but
her voice. With that she is still ready to
reply to any one who calls her, and keeps
up her old habit of having the last word.
But before her death, she uttered a prayer
that he might some time or other feel what
it was to love and meet no return of
affection. The avenging goddess heard and
granted the prayer.
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FRAT R AT (Narcissus) £ B KR, L M ILB(Echo) KT ML ERT . TR — M

L, EEBREAABERGNAEAR. ARARBZE LB EG, ZWMHASEEERKTHE
K BRARERK  BEWLWGKE, WILRT, B#HES ERENIROWIDE. Ehcwmi i
TLIHER T TR, C ‘

There was a clear fountain, with water like silver, to which the shepherds never drove
their flocks, nor the mountain goats resorted, nor any of the beasts of the forests; neither
was it defaced with fallen leaves or branches; but the grass grew fresh around it, and the
rocks sheltered it from the sun. Hither came one day the );outh, fatigued with hunting,
heated and thirsty. He stooped down to drink, and saw his own image in the water; he
thought it was some beautiful water-spirit living in the fountain, He stood gazing with
admiration at those bright eyes, those locks curled like the locks of Bacchus or Apollo, the
rounded cheeks, the ivory neck, the parted lips, and the glow of health and exercise over all.
He fell in love with himself. He brought his lips near to take a kiss; he plunged his arms in
to embrace the beloved object. It fled at the touch, but returned again after a moment and
renewed the fascination. He could not tear himself away; he lost all thought of food or rest
while he hovered over the brink of the fountain gazing upon his own image, He talked with
the supposed spirit; “Why, beautiful being,; do you shun me? Surely my face is not one to
repel you. The nymphs love me, and you yourself look not indifferent upon me. When I
stretch forth my arms you do the same; and you smile upon me and answer my beckoning
with the like, ” His tears fell into the water and disturbed the image. As he saw it depart, he
exclaimed, “Stay, I entreat you! Let me at least gaze upon you, if I may not touch you.”
With this, and much more of the same kind, he cherished the flame that consumed him, so
that by degrees he lost his color, his vigor, and the beauty which formerly ‘had so charmed
the nymph Echo. Finally, he pined away and died; and when his shade passed the Stygian
river, it leaned over the boat to catch a look of itself in the waters. The nymphs mourned for
him, especially the water-nymphs; and wheén they smote their breasts Echo smote hers also.
They prepared a funeral pile and would have burned the body, but it was nowhere to be
found; but in its place a flower, purple within, and surrounded with white leaves, which
bears the name and preserves the memory of Narcissus.
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