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Zhu Yong was born in 1968 in the northeastern city of Shenyang and now re-
sides in Beijing. He has engaged in research and writing on Chinese history and
culture as well as intellectual thought. He is a representative of China's "New
Prose Movement" and has authored more than thirty books. Among them, The Old
Palace received the Guo Moruo Prize for literature presented by the China Writer's
Association and was also nominated for the World Chinese Literature Award.

His television documentary, 1405, Zheng He’s Voyages to the Western Seas, filmed
by CCTV, received Hong Kong's TVB Festival's award for most enjoyable
production. During historical political dialog between Beijing and Taiwan, Zhu
Yong was on-site in Beijing broadcasting live for CCTV for the talks involving the
chairman of the Nationalist Party (KMT) Lien Zhan and chairman of the People
First Party (PFP) Song Chuyu.

He is also the chief editor of the literary publication, Cloth Tiger Essays, and the

intellectual publication, Read magazine.
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