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Abstract

The doctoral dissertation, consisting of introduction and six
chapters, is a complete system.

This dissertation is trying to analyze sinicization of Marxist
philosophy with modern hermeneutic theory. It is obvious that
the application should be verified and the introduction will prove
it. After researching into the verification, the author has made
the following conclusions: many problems regarding sinicization
of Marxist philosophy will not be explained well without herme-
neutics. Hermeneutics is a sort of modern philosophy, which is
researching into how it is possible to understand, interpret and
apply. And sinicization of Marxist Philosophy can’t avoid such
issues as understanding, interpretation and application. So, her-
meneutics and sinicization of Marxist philosophy are compatible.
In result, it is necessary and feasible to study sinicization of
Marxist philosophy with hermeneutics. Besides the verifying of
the application, introduction makes clear some problems involved
in the dissertation on purpose of avoiding confusion and misun-
derstanding. The problems are as follow: the relationship be-
tween sinicization of Marxist philosophy and sinicization of
Marxism, the application of “hermeneutics”, , the relation be-
tween Gadamer’s hermeneutics and other philosophers’ herme-

neutics and whether there is a method for modern hermeneutics,
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The application of hermeneutics to study of sinicization of
Marxist philosophy need bring forward the primary question that
can decide the other aspects of the issue. In the author’s opinion,
the primary question is “how it is possible to sinicize Marxist
philosophy”. This primary question, which is explained and ver-
ified in introduction, is the pharos of the author’s research.

“How is it possible to understand” is the premise of “how it
is possible to sinicize Marxist philosophy”. Chapter one with ti-
tle of how it is possible to sinicize Marxist philosophy is trying to
provide a frame to answer it. After research, the author has
made an answer: sympathy and homogeneity in spirit, resulting
from human being’s common life, form the foundation of mutual
understanding. In the process of historical community and com-
mon life, people have formed relatively homologous value. In
nowadays, there are drastic contention and collision in forming
community and common value, Modern science and technology
advances and blocks people’s mutual understanding at the same
time. In addition, to some extent, science and technology makes
the world a connected one and an element can impact on the
whole, so the world has been acceleratedly becoming lost. Under
this condition, human beings are seeking for direction more and
more urgently. As a sapiential theory, philosophy has the duty
to lead people to a bright future. Because of the duty and its abil-
ity as a pharos, philosophy can advance nations’ progressive cau-
ses and to promote people’s thinking. For our Chinese nation
Marxist philosophy is the very one. In the process of Chinese

modernization Marxist philosophy is very important. So, retur-
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ning to Chinese development is necessary when we are studying
“how it is possible to sinicize Marxist philosophy. ”

“How is it possible to sinicize Marxist philosophy?” can be
transferred to “how it is possible for us to understand, interpret,
and apply Marxist philosophy.” After the transition, we are
faced with problems as follow: how Marxist philosophy, inven-
ted in the middle 19" century, can be understood by us after 100
years? How can we interpret it and apply it in our nowadays’
practical life? Obviously, there is a problem of “time distance”
(8] ¥ $E). In addition, because Marxist philosophy was writ-
ten and issued mainly in European languages, we have to over-
come “language distance” (35 % M ¥ ). In sum, there exists “in-
terpretation distance” (3 #Jd 38) for sinicization of Marxist
philosophy. When we understand (including interpreting and ap-
plying, following is as such) Marxist philosophy, do we get to
the goal gradually or at once? What insures us to understand
Marxist philosophy completely? What’s the connection between
whole understanding and partial understanding? In sum, they are
all about “understanding circulation” or “interpretation circula-
tion”. The interpretation of Marxist philosophy is various while
the purpose of understanding needs unification. How to unite va-
riety and unity? In sum, they are about “horizon amalgamation”
(ML #4). The purpose of understanding Marxist philosophy
is to guide our praxis with it. But how to regulate the relation-
ship between Marxist theory and praxis? Does the former regu-
late the latter or the latter testify the former? What’s the relation
between this application and understanding, interpretation? In

sum, this is an issue about “hermeneutics application”.
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If we cannot solve the four questions above, it will be im-
possible to realize the sinicization of Marxist philosophy. S-o,
chapter 2, 3, 4 and 5 will do the job.

In chapter 2, after research, we have made such a conclu-
sion: “understanding distance” or “time distance” or “language
distance” is not hedge for reaching objective understanding. On
the contrary, it is indispensability for objective understanding
and sinicizatin of Marxist philosophy. Objective understanding is
not to make history recur but to grasp objects by our own under-
standing. Without understanding ourselves we cannot under-
stand objects, and vice versa.

In chapter 3, after study “understanding circulation”, we
have gotten such standpoint: because of the limitation of human
beings’ understanding, the reason is unable to make sure that
human beings can understand themselves completely. Under-
standing is always on the way. Understanding is one type for hu-
man beings to exist. However, because of the accumulation of
knowledge, human beings’ understanding has been growing. It
is just in the process of understanding Marxist philosophy circu-
larly that we develop Marxist philosophy and advance ourselves
at the same time.

In chapter 4, we are tying to solve the relationship between
variety and unity in understanding Marxist philosophy. After
study on this topic, we have concluded that variety in under-
standing results from people’s different outside situations which
is due to different communities or status, experience, education,
etc. in the same community., As we all know, the purpose of un-

derstanding is to reach a common one. Then, how to tackle this
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contradiction? The crux is to appreciate the variety and rationali-
ty of understanding. If our understanding is obliged to arrive at
unity at the very start, we are stopped to attain the real under-
standing. The unity of understanding is only in variety and it is
in the timeless process of human beings’ understanding. The u-
nity will realize gradually just through horizon amalgamation.

In chapter 5, we focus on the application of hermeneutics.
We have always divided understanding and application into dif-
ferent processes, as if application were affiliated to understand-
ing. But it has proved wrong. Modern hermeneutics regards ap-
plication as one part of understanding. Application, with its own
horizon and problems faced in life, is one kind of understanding,
which means that understanding, surely including to understand
Marxist philosophy, has its practical purpose and is open to fu-
ture. As a result, the application of hermeneutics is indispensa-
ble to the sinicization of Marxist philosophy. To develop a better
life is our purpose to understand and sinicize Marxist philosophy.
Otherwise, the understanding and sinicization will be meaning-
less and lose possibility.

In the last chapter, the author emphasizes the core of
this dissertation. People put forward many new slogans or prop-
ositions when they are studying Marxist philosophy and its sini-
cization with hermeneutic theory. These slogans or propositions
may help us to understand and analyze the sinicization of Marxist

philosophy much more deeply.

Key words: Marxist Philosophy Sinicization hermeneutics
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