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Introduction

In this book, the authors discussed the history and
culture in ancient Southeast Asia. It is a systemic analysis
concerning the development of Southeast Asian culture and
history from the ancient era to 19™ century. Not only
general research about different view points, stages,
characteristics and developmental patterns, but also case
studies of history, culture, nationality, religion and
international relationship are covered. This volume was
jointly edited by Chinese experts in Southeast Asian
Studies. On the base of published research works at home
and abroad, the authors used and analyzed abundant
materials in order to present their own opinions, showing
their creative works. The articles were divided into several
chapters through systemic combinations. This book is a
collective research work by active scholars who focused on
Southeast Asian studies, in several articles special emphasis
given to the younger generation. This research work
reflects the new developments and achievements in
Southeast Asian history and cultural studies. It is the hope
of the editors that this work will become the reference and

text for future Southeast Asian research and studies.
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