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Longwood House, St. Helena, May 5, 1821

s In 4 small, crowded bedroom, high atop “the ugliest
~ Mand most dismal rock conceivable,” Napoleon
~ Bonaparte lies dying. His short, stout frame racked with
fever, the Emperor of the French tosses restlessly on his
‘canopied bed. As the long night wears on, Napoleon
~ murmurs his last words: “France... armée... téte
- d’armée... Josephine.”
‘ What did it'-i;hefm? Was he dreaming fitfully of

3 France, the country he had led to glory—and to ruin?

Did he imagine himself once again at the head of his

soldiers, leading the Grand Army into battle? Was he

thinking of his first wife, Josephine, “the most graceful

woman I have ever known,” and their coronation at Notre
- Dame cathedral so long ago?

By evening it is all over. Instead of a funeral bell, a

single cannon shot is fired to announce the death of the
island’s prisoner. It is a fitting knell for the greatest
‘warlord of the time, a man ‘who had once held all of
Burope at gunpoint. A few days later, the man who made
himself an emperor is buried in an anonymous tomb;
bearing only the words “ci-git” (“here lies”).
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The most common type of
image is a print on paper. The
image below shows Napoleon
at the height of his career, at
the Battle of Austerlitz in
December of 1805. He is
pictured at the side of Pratzen
Heights, which he just
captured, looking down at the
continuing battle.
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S ince the beginning of Napoleon’s career, people have
been making images of him on just about every type of
material. Many of them were based on famous paintings
available only to a few wealthy people or museums. These
small decorative arts items allowed everyone to enjoy the
images—and to admire their emperor! Below is a sample from
the author’s collection.
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It was in 1804, barely 15 years after the French
Revolution abolished the monarchy, that the French

& government was again under the control of one man—

L Napoleon.

After an assassination attempt on Napoleon that
.-same year had scared the public, the Tribunate proposed
that the First Consul—the office Napoleon held at the
time—become an hereditary emperor. This meant that,

bif the change was adopted, the person to succeed
Napoleon would automatically

'approved by a vote of the people,

plans went forward immediately

for the largest, grandest coronation

:- Europe, one that would mark
apoleon’s, as well as France’s,

ac eptance in the international community.
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Napoleon saw
his coronation as an
opportunity to link
his newly created
empire with the
Roman Empire of
the Caesars and the
Holy Roman
Empire of S LS, R N
Charlemagne.  REEARE | 6 MY SR O -TENN 5 stz
There were ‘ ; ol 2 | 1 : ﬁXB"J*lTlB BrE
numerous ancient ‘ i e B “w Y L #HA it
and medieval # g — . LB RS,
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On the day of the coronation, inaddition torich  7rF . B FpAR L i T4 E4L. G i
robes of velvet and satin, Napoleon beé'ak‘}vfeath of BRI A v 2 IR 1T
golden laurel leaves similar to the one Julius Cie‘sar B,
had and carried in his hands the scepter of the medieval WPERB—ZORNAEBR., EWC
emperor Charlemagne. The pope, who hadbeen iﬁ?ﬁﬁ%ﬁ«ﬂ:ﬂ&gbﬂ%ﬁ(ﬁ RIS
pressured to attend, performed the traditional blessing E&ﬁ RN ENRR T T AR S
of hands, arms, and head that had been bestowed on i % #ﬁﬁM%}g_}:ﬁﬂ}Eﬂ,
all French kings for 1,000 years. %%?Xﬁ‘ﬁté H E’.ﬁ‘
Then came the moment that stunned the crowd. HE =
Alert to the importance as well ‘ @ X Eéﬁ#ﬁ :
symbohsm, N@aleon introduced A HMEMEED: |
significant novelty. Picking up the £ FHMEMA,
crown from the altar and turning |
his back on the pope, he crowned
himself emperor. The meaning was




clear: Napoleon owed his throne to no one.

For the next 10 years, Napoleon reigned as

emperor. His powers were immense, as were the
lands subject to him. France retained, under the
_ empire, all the republican: instxumons creaudby the
Revolution. This meant that France’s citizens still
elected the nation’s officials, legislators debated
issues, prefects decided policies, and countless
administrative committees met regulhrly to interpret
governmental decrees. While, in theory, the
government still answered to the people, in practice,
the sole power rested with Napoleon. Not until defeat
on the battlefield weakened his support in France
did Napoleon face serious domestic opposition.
While military defeat did result in his downfall,
it was his success as a general that had laid the
foundation of the empire. At its height in 1810, the
empire included France, Belgium, the Netherlands,
the German coast as far as Denmark, and the Italian
coast as far as Rome. Much of the rest of central and
eastern Europe consisted of dependent states, newly
created by Napoleon (and sometimes ruled by his
siblings). From the Kingdom of Naples to the
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N ot only did Napoleon not belong to the
French royal family, he did not even have
a drop of French blood. His ancestors were minor
Italian nobles who had settled on the island of
Corsica. His father had even fought against
French rule. How, then, did Napoleon reach the
pinnacle of power? Good fortune played a role, but
much of it was his own doing. Smart, stubborn, and
& ambitious, he made the most of every lucky break.
N % .,_-/ One stroke of good fortune came after the French
—— took control of Corsica from the Italians. At the time, Napoleon’s
father, Carlo Buonaparte, changed sides and chose a French education

for his children. He then secured a scholarship for Napoleon at an elite private
school in France. There, the sons of rich aristocrats teased and tormented the nine-
year-old outsider, but Napoleon soon gained their respect by not tattling on them.

He further impressed his classmates one winter by organizing a great snowball
war.
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by Diana Childress
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Napoleon’s excellent grades in mathematics won him the chance to study
artillery at the Military School in Paris. After graduating in 1785, his training
continued under the best artillerists in France. But Second Lieutenant
Bonaparte was already thinking beyond being a mere gunner. He spent his
free time reading about history, philosophy, and warfare.

Napoleon welcomed the French Revolution in 1789. “Revolutions are
ideal times for soldiers with a bit of wit and the courage to act,” he told a
fellow gunner, and act he did. He gained his first battle experience leading
revolutionary volunteers. A political tract that he wrote in support of the
uprising also helped to advance his career. Leaders of the revolt needed all
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the loyal officers they could find, because many

army officers were nobles who had fled to other

European countries that were at war with France.

In 1793, opponents of the Revolution
captured Toulon, a major port on the Mediterranean
Sea. Napoleon, now captain of an artillery brigade,
badgered his superior officers into adopting his
idea for bombarding the forts around the city. The
plan worked. The brilliant strategy also earned
Napoleon a promotjon'to brigadier general. He was
just 24 years old.

By 1796, Napoleon was a major general
leading a French army into Italy to attack the
Austrians. His quick and decisive victories against
three seasoned commanders made him famous.
People spoke of him as “a new Alexander the
Great”. The cash-starved French government was
grateful for the war loot that he sent back.

As the military commander of French-
occupied Italy, Napoleon enjoyed dictating all the
rules and setting up new republics of his own
design. He grew certain that it was his destiny to
govern: “I no longer considered myself a mere
general, but a man called upon to decide the fate
of peoples.” He knew he would not be happy until
he ruled France.
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