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PREFACE

The establishment of the Chinese Zen Buddhism as an
independent Buddhist sect came through from Bodhidharma to
Huineng.Master Huineng, the Sixth Patriarch of the Chinese
Zen Buddhism, founded the Buddhism of Chinese style by
combining the region from India with the traditional Chinese
culture.By creating the Direct Enlightenment Zen School and
advocating achieving Buddhahood through daily life,the Master
had promoted Buddhism to the common people.

The Zen School founded by Master Huineng, also called
the South Zen School, has now developed into five families and
seven genres in conformance with the history development, the
Chinese Zen Buddhism has become another name for Buddhism
in China, and the Master has been the real founder of the
Chinese Zen Buddhism having important influence on the
country's Buddhism for over 1000 years.

Quotations from Master Huineng, namely the Sixth
Patriarch's Platform Sutra, forming a comparatively complete
system on the Chinese Zen theory, is the only one qualified to
attain the sutra status among all quotations from Chinese
Buddhists. Rich in life philosophy and active thought on the
world view, and intensive in influence not only on region but
also on philosophy, literature, art, etc. and people's daily life,
the Sixth Zen Patriarch Culture is a rare treasure for cultural
prosperity and a harmonious society.

Xinxing County of Yunfu Municipality is the very place
where Master Huineng was born, brought up, passed away and
the Platform Sutra was compiled. The Series of the Sixth Zen
Patriarch Culture is compiled and published to carry on the
outstanding Culture and benefit the people and society today.

The Story of the Sixth Patriarch of Zen is indispensably a
part of the Sixth Zen Patriarch Culture. As Serial No. 1 of the
Series, the Story is now published with an aim to let our readers
have a better understanding of the Master. Let's read the Story
as a beginning to carry forward and promote the outstanding
Sixth Zen Patriarch Culture.
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Master Huineng,
the Sixth Patriarch of the
Chinese Zen Buddhism,
was an ideologist with
important influence on
China's Buddhism
history and a Great
Master of a new style
generation. His lay
surname was Lu, and his
father, Lu Xingtao, was

originally a native of

Fanyang (now Zhuoxian
County of Hebei) and an
official. In the 3rd year
of Wude Reign of Tang
Dynasty (620), he was
dismissed from his post
and banished to Xinzhou
in Lingnan (now Xinxing
County, Guangdong
Province).

On the way to
Lingnan, Lu Xingtao
experienced a long and
difficult journey and all
kinds of hardships, and
finally arrived at
Xinzhou.
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Lu Xingtao lived
by himself in Xialu
Village at the foot of
Longshan Hill, Xinzhou.
Being easy to get along
with the others. he was
soon in harmony with the
villagers.

Although living a
poor life, Lu Xingtao was
satisfied with such a
peaceful life free from the
worldly affairs.

A doctor in the
neighbor village called Li
Hexiang, admired Lu
Xingtao's humanness
and literary, and
married his daughter to
Lu. On the wedding day,
froends came
congratulating to the
new couple one after
another.

Villagers
sented the new couple
gifts and wished them
lasting love for each
other.
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The couple
respected and cared
for each other.
Though their life was
hard, they were
happy with mutual
respect. Only it was a
pity that they had no
child for over 10
years after their
marriage.

One midnight

in the 12th year of
Zhenguan Reign of

Tang Dynasty (638),
Lu's wife finally gave
birth to a boy. At the
birth time, the lucky
clouds appeared in
the sky, brightening
as if in daytime, and
the air, very fragrant.
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At dawn,two
Senior Buddhist
dignitaries came to
specially name the
baby Huineng,
meaning ——

“He will
benefit all beings by
preaching Buddhism,

N' (and) lead
the deluded masses to
Buddhist wisdom.”
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When Huineng
was 3, his father
broke down from
constant overwork.
Before passing away,
he exhorted his wife
to bring-up Huineng
again and again.

Lu Xingtao
died. The mother and
son were deeply

grieved. In front of

his father's tomb, the
young Huineng
intelligently
comforted his mother.
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Huineng and
his mother moved
and settled down at
the foot of the
Longshan Hill,
making a living by
gathering and
peddling firewood.
Longshan Hill, or the
Dragon Hill in shape
of a coiling dragon,
was such a scenic
place that the mother
and son were very

happy.
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The mother
and son depended on
each other for
survival, and Mrs. Lu
brought-up Huineng
by herself, living a
very hard life.

Seeing that his
mother worked so
hard in daytime and
did needlework at
night, Huineng
eagerly helped his
mother to get over
the difficulties.

Lack of

adequate foodstuffs,
they were often
hungry.
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A poor child
always keeps house early.
At 14, he followed the
adult villagers to the
Longshan Hill as a
woodchopper.

For more money
to support the family,
Huineng worked in the
hill from dawn to dusk
and peddled firewood in
town

Though young,
Huineng had already
shared the hardship of
the life with his mother.
The villagers all praised
that he was a good boy.

His mother was
also gratified with
Huineng's intelligence
and fealty.
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One day when
he was 24, he was on
his way to peddle
firewood when he
heard someone
reciting the Diamond
Sutra in the Jintai
Temple. Although
not knowing his ABC,
he sensed an instant
enlightenment.
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Huineng felt
very curious, he
asked the monks
about the Diamond
Sutra with the utmost
deference.

Huineng was
told that the
Diamond Sutra was
introduced from the
Fifth Patriarch of Zen
Buddhism, Master
Hongren of
Dongchan Temple,
Huangmei, Hubei
Province.

An idea
sprouted in
Huineng's mind
going to learn
Buddhism in
Dongchan Temple.



