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Preface

Water is the source of life, and land is the base of surviving. Water
and land resources are important strategic resources, which affect
the sustainability of socio — economic development and recovering
and improving of ecological environment. China is among the coun-
tries that mostly suffered from serious soil erosion. Soil erosion oc-
curs in large scopes and big areas and in various erosion types, re-
sults in severe hazards, and it is very difficult to be treated. Severe
soil erosion leads to reduction of farmland, land resource degrada-
tion, and frequent sand storm; results in siltation in river courses
and reservoirs and more severe flood and waterlog; affects the com-
prehensive development and effective utilization of water resources;
and it causes deterioration of ecosystem and deepening of poverty. It
is the number one ecological environmental issue in China, and also
endangers sustainable socio — economic development and building a

well - off society in an all — round way.

Water resources involving sectors of water resources, forestry, agri-
culture, environment, construction, communication and railway
construction. Sustainable development of soil and water conservation
requires cooperation of government institutions and broad participa-
tion of public, societies, and enterprises, needs a coordination mech-
anism between sectors and industries and between national and local

levels, it also requires international collaboration to use new experi-



ences and managerial type for reference.

Global Water Partnership (GWP), was established in 1996 by the
initiative of the United Nations, the World Bank and several devel-
opment agencies, to assist the countries by implementing Integrated
Water Resources Management (IWRM) . GWP’s mission is to fa-
cilitate IWRM, which, in an equitable way, aims to ensure the co-
ordinated development and management of water, land, and related
resources by maximizing economic and social welfare without com-
promising the sustainability of vital environmental systems. Since its
establishment, GWP has made great contribution to water resources
management in the world in close collaboration with international a-
gencies and countries, and played an important role in the field of
sustainable development. To facilitate sustainable development of
China’s water resources and enlarge international exchange and co-
operation, GWP China Technical Advisory Committee (GWP Chi-
na) was established in November 2000 on the approval of relevant
government institutions, GWP China’s mission is to carry out imple-
mentation of China’s new Water Law, facilitate exchange and coop-
eration between sectors, organizations and societies involved in water
resources, promote broad involvement and dialogues of public, en-
hance international exchange and collaboration, and make great ef-

forts to facilitate integrated water resources management in China.

In the interest of finding out experiences, policies and methods of
soil and water conservation in different areas, facilitating dialogues
and exchange between different sectors, in particular between civil-

ians, grassroots, enterprises, societies with government decision



making bodies, with the purpose of providing good suggestions to
sustainable development of soil and water conservation, the High -
Level Round Table Meeting on Sustainable Development of Soil and
Water Conservation was held on November 5 -6, 2004 in Nanchang
of Jiangxi Province. It was organized by GWP China, the World
Association of Soil and Water Conservation (WASWC) and the Chi-
na Society for Soil and Water Conservation (CSSWC), and hosted
by Jiangxi Provincial Department of Water Resources. There are
four topics: polices and mechanism of soil and water conservation;
soil and water conservation and ecological environment; soil and wa-
ter conservation and poverty reduction; soil and water conservation

and integrated water resources management.

Mr. Yang Zhenhuai, honorary chairman of GWP China Technical
Advisory Committee and honorary director of China Society for Soil
and Water Conservation, Mr. E Jingping, vice minister of Ministry
of Water Resources (MWR), Mr. Hu Zhenpeng, vice governor of
Jiangxi Provincial Government; Mrs. Cai Qihua, commissioner of
the Changjiang River Water Resources Commission addressed the
meeting. Mr. Khalid Mohtadullah, senior consultant of GWP, at-
tended the meeting and delivered a speech, and officers and experts
from Asian Development Bank (ADB), Department for Internation-
al Development of UK (DFID), World Wildlife Fund (WWF)
joined discussions. There are 21 representatives made speeches and

presentations, and free speeches and discussions were carried on.

The High — Level Round Table Meeting has a very broad representa-
tion. There are more than 60 participants attended the meeting,



who are from government institutions, water resources, agriculture,
forestry, research institutes, universities, academic societies, inter-
national organizations and farmer representative. The meeting in-
volved many disciplines such as management, sociology, engineer-
ing, economy and law, and covered almost all stakeholders of soil
and water conservation including administrators, decision makers,
professionals and practitioner, which fully reflects the characteristic
of round table meeting. Understanding was increased through inter-
actions, and it facilitated dialogues and exchange between different
sectors, in particular between civilians, grassroots, enterprises, so-
cieties with government decision making bodies, playing an active
role in coordinating cross sector relation. Papers and speeches deliv-
ered in the meeting are very comprehensive in issues and with high
level, dealing with ecological environment, agriculture water sav-
ing, engineering technology, strategic concept and practical experi-

ence.

In an effort to disseminate achievements of the Meeting, GWP Chi-
na determines to compile and publish this proceedings. Since time is
limited and knowledge is restricted, it’s hard to avoid deficiencies
and mistakes, therefore, your comments and corrections are wel-

come.

Editer
January, 2005
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