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Abstract )

Abstract

This dissertation is mainly divided into four parts: preface, main body, con-
culusion and appendix.

In the preface, the author introduce the aim of the study, the origin of the
information, the theories and principals approaches, and explain of technical
terms.

The main body of the dissertation includes five chapters. Chapter one is a-

bout the collective feature of Manasqis, their shaman characters, social position

and their roul and influence upon the life and ideoclogy of the common people. In

chapter two, by observing the performance of Manasqi in the site, the author
studies the space and time limit for performing and the context that influence the 3
performance, and also the aims and the material gain of the singer after perform-
ance. In chapter three, the author discussed the popular restrain and taboo to the
epic performance, the content restriction in each performance, the articles of
clothing and props of singer etc, Chapter four, the author surveys the process of
singer’ s growing, studying and skills of performing and composing the epic,
discusses how Manasqi carry forward and renew the traditiong in the way of
“composing in performance”, and points out the dramatic festure of epic Manas
displaied during the performance. In chapter five, with the analysies of the text,
the author discussed epic Manas’ s formulaic festure shown in its structure,
verse, as well as its formulaic diction, points out the operating, adjusting and
using the formulas by epic singer when performing. At last, the author sums up
the peculiarity of the text of oral epic and the composing ragularity of the Kirghiz
epic singer,

The appendix part includes the materials such as the name list and the bio-
graphical notes of the Manasqi known in China up till now, a visiting talk with
famous Manasqi Jusup Mamay, etc.
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