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: Abstract

As a part of the voluminous work of the universal his-
tory Jami* al-Tavarikh by Rashid al-Din Fazl Allah, the fa-
mous Persian statesman and historian living in the Il-khan
dynasty, the volume of The History of China contains a se-
lected record of events covering a long history of China,
“rom the earliest ancestor Pangu to the downfall of the
Southern Song Dynasty, including 36 dynasties and 267 em-
perors in the history of China up to Rashid al-Din’s time. It
is the first general history of China written by a foreign
scholar from the Western Regions ( Xiyu). Most of the man-
uscripts of The History of China in Jami‘ al-Tavarikh in-
clude many portraits of the Chinese emperors. In the “In-
troduction” to The History of China, Rashid al-Din told us
about the activities of Chinese scholars living in Persia, and
gave a description of some features of Chinese culture and
made an appropriate evaluation on the characteristics of
Chinese writing, the Chinese calendar system, the technique
of Chinese wood block printing, the official tradition of the
composition of history in China, etc. His work reflects the
exact knowledge and highest achievements of a non-Chi-
nese scholar in the field of Chinese culture studies by that
time, and provides us with valuable historical materials for
the study of Sino-Iranian cultural communications and con-
fluence in the 13—14 centuries.

The present book consists of two parts: Part One is a
study of Rashid al-Din and his book The History of China
in Jamti ‘ al-Tavarikh, including Rashid al-Din’s life and
works, his contribution to the study of Chinese culture, the
content and value of Jami‘ al-Tavarikh and The History of
China in Jami‘ al-Tavartkh, the manuscripts of The Histo-
ry of China collected in different libraries of the world;
Part Two is a critical translation of The History of China in
Jami‘ al-Tavartkh with highly scholarly notes. It is the first
time that Rashid al-Din’s work is translated directly from
Persian into Chinese. The translation is based on the first
Persian edition published by Iran University Press in Teh-
ran in 2000, pr()viding, whenever necessary, concordances
to and comments on the other 8 extant manuscripts.
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