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Bl 1.
Formally known as Homo floresiensis...Flores, an isolated island in Indonesia, was colonized by
early humans as far back as 800,000 years ago. But from at least 95,000 years ago until around
12,000 years ago, it was occupied by these tiny humans.
2. Homo floresiensis began to live in Flores, an isolated Indonesian island about 800,000 years ago.

ARIEM B A X490 800,000 years ago B4R X S R XL, BRX I, 80 FHF#
ZSG LEAEEFHAEL, £S5 FHEE 1.2 F %% Homo floresiensis 1 £ &
L, ¥uaixEHEE,
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IREE, MR ERERMFEBRIER B 2, TUHBE AR WM BECEERE, AEI
RAFBEBNERE, w48/ ENEL XBIFERF, TUARBREERFHEEL
KER, ERAEERMHMNYE, MAESEXEEERBEANONE, MBEMEESHERR
BEREKE,
@JZ:

'\;’hat Is a Rainforest?

;l:he Forest for the Trees
;tranglers and Buttresses

;;ll Creatures, Great and Small

Deforestation

7. Stranglers are so called because they by blocking the sunlight and competing for the

nutrients.
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2w, AREMF P 945899 stranglers TARE LB X FRZANRME, I THEE
# %8B, & ¥ blocking the sunlight and competing for the nutrients & 4% ¥| % 47 M
T % — $ & % /& — 4 Eventually, the strangler may block so much light from above,
and absorb such a high percentage of nutrients from the ground below, that the host tree
dies. W 3 7T 4 B h & K 2 kill the host tree,
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EBRERNEXENETAR, AFZE, URBEEZR, BERNGBELEALUTIL.
1) BFIHXZEK. asaresult, therefore, hence, consequently, because, for, dueto, hence %,
2) 3%, #E#XZEK . and, or, then, inaddition, besides, in other words, moreover .
3) ¥47% & . however, but, yet, infact %,
KB RERIAEXETRAEARAEGTEST, ARENAEXE, EMfFRNES
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B 3.

[A] wonder [ I]hid

[B] acquired [ J ] prominent

[ C] consistently [ K] decent

[D] regained [ L] countless

[ E] nightmare [M] recalled

[ F] native [N] breakthrough
[G] acceptance [O] automatically

[H] effective
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ARXRFEEGEE X XSMEAS], EFRALEBG ISARATAE LEFARS
%, }* P 249, wonder, nightmare, acceptance, breakthrough; %73 : acquired,
regained, hid, recalled; # % . native, effective, prominent, decent, countless;

&114 ; consistently, automatically,

3. kmATE, RE%EE
WRIF\EAR P EARNENE, BPEEER, BRELTXCARRKXAEEZBXRERES
1 fY B A]
B 4:
When Roberto Feliz came to the U.S.A. from the Dominican Republic, he knew only a few
words of English. Education soon became a _47 . “I couldn’t understand anything,” he said.

MBAKXFEEOAE X XEMLEAF, TREHBTAREAE R a, ARTHL
Btk %38, TARES] 3 6o £ B A% wonder, nightmare, acceptance,
breakthrough, L X #% %], RobertoFeliz RN 2 X B mit fe B2 £ B K, RKRIL
AFE P, TLIRE, RobertoFeliz#t B S A A HARE, BLELTRTAELY
HF “BERAKAA—A ¥ Feit B, T #E nightmare (EF) RE4,

4. BiE2x, EHPAE
HERRE, BREES, BEFTXRTEM, NEZBXRESTAE, MAIHE
B, BEFAE, EXEREARKERN AR, MREUREHNEE ., 7 LEFHE
ERBETEEAIERRE, LA CRE— B, :
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TR A ARNRELTRNTE, £ LA/ PRHER,

Bis.

[A] attached [ 1] responsible
[B] show [ J ] apology

[C] common [ K] communicates
[D] part [L]well

[ E] misunderstandings . [M] previous

[ F]after [N] shaving

[G] advance [O] before

[H] true
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FAREREA PO PAHAMS £, L F 23K part, misunderstandings,
advance, apology; #)# % . attached, show, communicates, shaving; % %394 .
common, true, responsible, previous; #/3dA : well; 4~ % . after, before, &
WheshiAdTA#—~F 5%, A+¥EH23HA . part, advance, apology; %
£ % ;: misunderstandings; 3 R M A : show; HE LR L ZAHF—K£X .
communicates; 3]t % X /it %414 . attached; 334 I A 539 shaving, Wit
Rmibnk, AR FTHhEATEE,

2. IR HBHE R AR AR
WMREGH HAENR, EEXRAFERAET T, EEEEARRIOEME, 0.
it BIE (AR & A T REA G T, they 3 them HBARTE M E B 417, one FARMEH
BEE A, that IABTE A TR RS T F, this HBRAEHHRBL ARG TE,

3. iETI A9 R SR
MEHETHHA—HRIGE, HPH— MR THRES, HEARK—,

%l 6:
In the U.S.A. guests tend to feel they are not highly regarded if the attention to a dinner party is
extended only three or four days the party date. But... In other areas of the world, it may

be considered foolish to make an appointment too far in advance...

...[F] after...[O] before

BERMAGES “ALE, PRARSLS  IwERAXB#E, FARS
BEBTREEM";, TS, ARLEAE, BF¥RLLFILE, HTBHAY
ZEHHTEA but Toe, £RAMBCERE FREA, RNEFATHEMT,
B O (f£-- Z#7) RiEA, FER N after A TFHA,

4. IE T A9 iR
IR B R, BAEMEREAEX LSRR, ZREESTEER
5iAZ IR, SRR R AR A R R E R R,

B7.

In a market system, individual economic units are free to interact each other in the market

place.
[A] between...[K] among...

i F A3 A 3174 interact, X5 % K 73 each other, B b E B4 Bk, HRiEH
E ETHEFEHNT, EFAhETH LAY MEH A" Th, B
MMBIEEHKS, BLEASRA, K (&£ Z ) &L, Hif L between & &
B ek, AAERT EHEZEAT, KR A,
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Reading Comprehension (Skimming and Scanning) (15 minutes)
Directions: In this part, you will have 15 minutes to go over the passage quickly and answer the questions
on Answer Sheet 1.

For questions 1-4, mark

Y (for YES) if the statement agrees with the information given in the passage;
N (for NO) if the statement contradicts the information given in the passage;
NG (for NOT GIVEN) if the information is not given in the passage.

For questions 5-10, complete the sentences with the information given in the passage.

Passage 1

Lightning

Lightning is one of the most beautiful displays in nature. It is also one of the most deadly natural
phenomena known to man. With bolt temperatures hotter than the surface of the sun and shockwaves
beaming out in all directions, lightning is a lesson in physical science.

Beyond its powerful beauty, lightning presents science with one of its greatest local mysteries: how
does it work? It is common knowledge that lightning is generated in electrically charged storm systems,
but the method of cloud charging still remains elusive.

In this article, we will look at lightning from the inside out so that you can understand this

phenomenon.

The Water Cycle
One aspect of lightning that is not a mystery is the water cycle. To fully understand how the water

cycle works, we must first understand the principles of evaporation and condensation (¥45).
Evaporation is the process by which a liquid absorbs heat and changes to a vapor. A good example
is a puddle of water after a rainfall. Why does the puddle dry up? The water in the puddle absorbs heat
from the sun and the environment and escapes as a vapor. “Escape” is a good term to use when
discussing evaporation. When the liquid is subjected to heat, its molecules move around faster. Some of
the molecules may move quickly enough to break away from the surface of the liquid and carry heat

away in the form of a vapor or gas. Once free from the constraints of the liquid, the vapor begins to rise




into the atmosphere.

Condensation is the process by which a vapor or gas loses heat and turns into a liquid. Whenever
heat is transferred, it moves from a higher temperature to a lower temperature. A refrigerator uses this
concept to cool your drinks and food items. It provides a low-temperature environment that absorbs the
heat from your beverages and foodstuffs and carries that heat away in what is known as the refrigeration
cycle. In this respect, the atmosphere acts like a huge refrigerator to gases and vapors. As the vapors or
gases rise, the temperatures in the surrounding air drop lower and lower. Soon, the vapor, which has
carried heat away from its “mother” liquid, begins to lose heat to the atmosphere. As it rises to higher
altitudes and lower temperatures, eventually enough heat is lost to cause the vapor to condense and
return to a liquid state.

Let’s now apply these two concepts to the water cycle.

Water or moisture on the earth absorbs heat from the sun and the surroundings. When enough
heat has been absorbed, some of the liquid’s molecules may have enough energy to escape from the
liquid and begin to rise into the atmosphere as a vapor. As the vapor rises higher and higher, the
temperature of the surrounding air becomes lower and lower. Eventually, the vapor loses enough heat to
the surrounding air to allow it to turn back into a liquid. Earth’s gravitational (& /J #) pull then causes
the liquid to “fall” back down to the earth, thereby completing the cycle. It should be noted that if the
temperatures in the surrounding air are low enough, the vapor can condense and then freeze into snow or

sleet. Once again, gravity will claim the frozen forms and they will return to the earth.

The Charge of Clouds
In an electrical storm, the storm clouds are charged like giant capacitors (¥, ¥ #%) in the sky. The

upper portion of the cloud is positive and the lower portion is negative. How the cloud acquires this
charge is still not agreed upon within the scientific community, but the following description provides
one plausible explanation.

In the process of the water cycle, moisture can accumulate in the atmosphere. This accumulation is
what we see as a cloud. Interestingly, clouds can contain millions upon millions of water droplets and ice
suspended in the air. As the process of evaporation and condensation continues, these droplets encounter
many collisions with other moisture that is in the process of condensing as it rises. Also, the rising
moisture may collide with ice or sleet that is in the process of falling to the earth or located in the lower
portion of the cloud. The importance of these collisions is that electrons are knocked off of the rising
moisture, thus creating a charge separation.

The newly knocked-off electrons gather at the lower portion of the cloud, giving it a negative
charge. The rising moisture that has just lost an electron carries a positive charge to the top of the
cloud. Beyond the collisions, freezing plays an important role. As the rising moisture encounters colder
temperatures in the upper cloud regions and begins to freeze, the frozen portion becomes negatively
charged and the unfrozen droplets become positively charged. At this point, rising air currents have the
ability to remove the positively charged droplets from the ice and carry them to the top of the cloud. The
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remaining frozen portion would likely fall to the lower portion of the cloud or continue on to the ground.
Combining the collisions with the freezing, we can begin to understand how a cloud may acquire the
extreme charge separation that is required for a lightning stroke.

When there is a charge separation in a cloud, there is also an electric field that is associated with the
separation. Like the cloud, this field is negative in the lower region and positive in the upper region.

The strength or intensity of the electric field is directly related to the amount of charge build-up in the
cloud. As the collisions and freezing continue to occur and the charges at the top and bottom of the cloud
increase, the electric field becomes more and more intense—so intense, in fact, that the electrons at the
earth’s surface are repelled deeper into the earth by the strong negative charge at the lower portion of the
cloud. This repulsion (HEJ%) of electrons causes the earth’s surface to acquire a strong positive charge.

All that is needed now is a conductive path for the negative cloud bottom to contact the positive

carth surface. The strong electric field, being somewhat self-sufficient, creates this path.

. Lightning is the most deadly phenomenon in nature.

. How lightning is generated still remains elusive.

. The water cycle is not a mystery to human beings.

. The drying up of a puddle is a good example of evaporation.

. If the temperatures in the surrounding air are low, the vapor will begin to to the

W B W N e

atmosphere.
. Earth’s gravity can cause return to the earth.
. Within the scientific community, how clouds remains a problem unsolved.
. Electrons can be knocked off , which may create a charge separation.

. A cloud may acquire that is required for a lightning stroke.

O 0 3 &

10. The strength or intensity of the electric field is directly related to

Passage 2
How to Get Out of Debt and Get Rich

Debtors Anonymous

“My name is John, and 1’ m a recovered compulsive debtor.”

John and thousands like him meet across America—in church basements and high school
auditoriums—every week. They talk about blowing the mortgage payment on gourmet restaurant meals,
then scrounging to find enough coins for the tollbooth. They know that sick dread while opening the
mailbox, wondering which bill is now due. They’ve seen how debt can destroy marriages and even lead
to suicide.

They’ re members of Debtors Anonymous, a 12-step program modeled on Alcoholics Anonymous.
They are clerks and executives, artists and electricians. Some have trust funds, others make minimum

wage. Some overcharged on credit cards; others bought “fully-loaded” cars with seven-year loans; still

10
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others moved into lavish homes with interest-only mortgages. What they have in common is an over-
whelming temptation to spend more than they earn. If you think that makes them different from the rest
of us, consider this: ,
e Americans bought over $2 trillion worth of stuff on credit last year.
e Current outstanding debt on credit cards—that’s the “revolving” part that we don’t pay off every
month—totals nearly $700 billion, up from just $50 billion in 1980.
e Three of five American families can’t pay off their credit cards each month. Their running
balance averages about $12,000, which is one-fourth of the median household income.
e By the mid-1990s, credit card debt held by Americans living below the poverty level more than
doubled.
e Senior citizens, once noted for their frugality, are sinking deeper into debt. Their average credit
card balance increased by 89 percent between 1992 and 2001.
e Total consumer debt in the United States comes to over $7,100 per person, and that doesn’t

include mortgages.

How to Be Debt-Free?

Grim as that sounds, there’s help to be had. With the right attitude and a little credit know-how,
anyone can climb out of the hole and stay debt-free for life.

Just ask Wayne and Rebecca Denton of Clayton, North Carolina. In the 1990s, while Rebecca was
in nursing school, Wayne, a lawn-care technician, began putting all their purchases on eight credit cards.
By 1998 they were $88,000 in debt—more than their combined annual income of $61,000.

At first Wayne tried to hide the debt from Rebecca. But it got so bad that he couldn’t even make
the late-payment penalties, much less pay the bills. Eventually the phone was shut off, and Wayne had to
borrow money from relatives just to buy food. The couple hit bottom when Rebecca considered filing
separation papers. “But the lawyer told me that we’d be fighting over assumption of debt,” she recalls.
“I was shocked. In most divorces, people fight over assets. We had no assets.”

Rebecca says she “cried to God to save my marriage”. The turning point came when she bought a
$12.95 workbook by radio host and debt-reduction guru Dave Ramsey. The couple cut up their credit
cards, and started working overtime to pay the bills. “Instead of getting mad at each other, we got mad at
the debt,” says Rebecca.

Seven years later, with one son and another on the way, the Dentons are debt-free, living in a larger
house and building up their savings. “It”s been a radical change in our thought process,” says Rebecca,
“but 1 wouldn’t trade it for anything.” They keep one credit card for buying gas, which they pay off
every month. And they read the fine print. “The credit card companies are really trying to put one past

you,” says Rebecca.

The Source of the Debt
It wasn’t always that way. Back in the 1950s, banks introduced credit cards to promote customer

11
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loyalty, especially the kind of customer who would pay the bill in full each month. The business grew
steadily but remained fairly genteel until the 1980s, when a series of state and federal deregulations
made it possible for banks to charge more interest and operate nationally. Nationwide marketing opened
the floodgates. In 2003, banks mailed out 5.2 billion offers for credit cards.

Today more than 75 percent of American families have at least one credit card, which makes it
possible to rent cars, shop on the Internet, and buy plane tickets. “You need a credit card,” says Terry
Savage, the syndicated Chicago Sun-Times financial columnist.

What you don’t need, she adds, is the long-term debt. Banks make more interest when people pay
over time; that’s why minimum payments on credit cards have shrunk to as low as one percent of the
total balance. With payments that small, it sounds so easy.

But wait. The average college student owes almost $2,800 on plastic, and that doesn’t include
student loans. If she pays $50 a month, assuming an 18 percent interest rate, it will take her more than
ten years to pay off the credit card—at a total cost of $6,154.

Financial experts agree that personal responsibility could prevent most debt problems; don’t spend
it, and you won’t have to pay it back. But they still put some of the blame on banks, which lure new
customers with low rates, then jack up the interest if they’re late on just one payment. Many consumers
are unaware that banks can raise your rate if you 're late paying a completely unrelated bill, such as your
mortgage. (It’s in the fine print.)

Officials at the American Bankers Association, the trade group representing the credit card industry,
say this: “Lenders use penalty fees as a risk-management tool against customers who mishandle their
finances.”

Dave Ramsey has seen it all: “When you hear about a 78-year-old widow living on $800 a month in

Social Security, and the credit card company lets her rack up $70,000 in debt, there’s a lot of corporate

immorality there.”

Moderate Debt
How much debt is okay? Savage recommends that your mortgage payment plus property tax and

home insurance total no more than 40 percent of your take-home pay; Ramsey says no more than 25
percent. If you haven’t already consolidated your student loans, do so before June 30. “Consolidation
rates are the lowest ever,” she says, “and if you agree to have the payment automatically withdrawn from
your checking account, they’ 1l usually knock another quarter point off the rate.” Car loans—up to four
or five years at a low interest rate—are also acceptable. “If you need a seven-year car loan, you're
buying too much car,” says Savage.

As for credit card debt, most experts agree that any is too much. “If you can only make the
minimum payment on your credit cards,” says Savage, “that’s when you know that debt has become
your lifestyle.”

Struggling to keep up with those payments, nearly 9 million Americans seek debt counseling every

year. Sadly, many will wind up deeper in debt—victims of overpriced schemes that promise to “Pay
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