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Lesson One

Love for humanity, especially for the weak and poor, should be the fine nature of human
beings. Mother Teresa is just such a person imbued with unbounded love for humanity.

Mother Teresa, a Yugoslavian-born Catholic nun, dedicated every day of all her adult life to
caring for the sick, the dying, the cripple, the mentally ill, the unwanted, the unloved and the poor
in the world. Despite the Nobel Peace Prize and many other high honors crowned her, she
remained in a simple life while devoting all herself to the welfare of others.

“Love is giving, not taking.” That is fully practiced by Mother Teresa.

“Love begets love.” So, Mother Teresa, this Angel of Mercy, is loved by all, despite their
ethnic, religious, educational, political or any other differences.

Mother Teresa: Angel of Mercy

) By Pranay Gupte

We all have our own heroes, people we admire and respect, people who made an impact on
our life, that made us look at the world with a different eye. Mother Teresa is definitely the one
— a real heroine — for me.

Although the world is full of good people, great humanitarians that really care, people who
donate billions of dollars, people who raise their voice to make a difference, Mother Teresa
stands out in the crowd. She is unique.

“It is not how much we do, but how much love we put in the doing. It is not how much we
give, but how much love we put in the giving.”

Mother Teresa dedicated every day of her adult life to caring for “the dying, the cripple, the
mentally ill, the unwanted, the unloved”. Yes, she fed them, sheltered them, cleaned their wounds,
but what is more important she made them feel good, loved, wanted. She gave them back their
dignity that poverty had taken away from them, and even if they died, they died with a smile on
their face.

“Speak tenderly to them. Let there be kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your smile, in
the warmth of your greeting. Always have a cheerful smile. Don’t only give your care, but give
your heart as well.”

Agreeing or disagreeing with her on abortion, population control, divorce or how she raised
the money should not shadow Mother Teresa’s lifelong contribution and dedication to the poor
and humanity.
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Mother Teresa was born of Albanian parents in Yugoslavia in 1910. She went to India in
1931. For the next 17 years, she taught at a Roman Catholic girls’ school in Calcutta. Later she
went to live and work in the Calcutta slums. She began her work as a teacher, instructing beggar
children in reading and arithmetic, using a stick to write numbers and letters in the dirt. One day
as she was returning home from her classes, she found a beggar woman lying on the ground and
“half eaten by maggots and rats”. The diminutive Roman Catholic nun dragged the woman to a
hospital, only to be turned away because she had no money to pay, but she refused to leave until
the hospital agreed to admit the woman free of charge.

Soon after, she began a campaign for a shelter for people to die with dignity. Until her death
she made a mission of caring for the human castoffs the world wanted to forget. Accepting the
Nobel Peace Prize in the name of the “unwanted, unloved and uncared for,” she wore the same $1
white sari that she had adopted to identify herself with the poor when she founded her order
Missionaries of Charity.

Her impact was mostly felt in her adopted home, Calcutta, where she directed the
Missionaries of Charity for nearly SO years. But the order’s work spread across the globe after
1965, when Pope Paul VI authorized its expansion.

She created a global network of homes for the poor, from the hovels of Calcutta to the
ghettos of New York, including one of the first homes for AIDS victims.

Misery had a formidable and unrelenting foe in Mother Teresa. Whether it was in Ethiopia
tending to the hungry or in the squalid townships of South Africa, Calcutta’s “angel of mercy”
was there. In 1982, at the height of the siege in Beirut, the frail nun rescued children trapped in a
front line hospital by brokering a temporary cease-fire between the Israeli army and Palestinian
guerrillas.

Her work was almost always praised. But her funding methods met with some criticism.
Mother Teresa’s causes were financed by public foundations, private donors and scores of prizes.

A 1994 British television documentary, “Hell’s Angel: Mother Teresa of Calcutta”, accused
her of accepting contributions without questioning the source, including the likes of Haitian
dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier.

Mother Teresa had a short response to such allegations: “No matter who says what, you
should accept it with a smile and do your own work,” she said. Under Mother Teresa’s guidance,
the order focused much of its attention on giving comfort to the dying, a task the sisters continue.
In an abandoned temple to the Hindu goddess Kali, Mother Teresa founded the Kalighat Home
for the Dying. The order established Shanti Nagar (Town of Peace), a leper colony, in the mid-
1950s on land granted from the Indian government.

In India and beyond, Mother Teresa and her Missionaries of Charity devoted their time to
the blind, the disabled, the aged, and the poor. She opened schools, orphanages and homes for the
needy, and turned her attention to the victims of AIDS as that disease increased in prevalence. By
1996, she was operating 517 missions in more than 100 countries.

In his high praise of the tireless work of Mother Teresa, the Secretary-General of the United
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In his high praise of the tireless work of Mother Teresa, the Secretary-General of the United
Nations Javier Perez de Cuellar said, “the United Nations has played host to the most powerful
men in the world, but now we have with us the most powerful woman in the world. She is the

United Nations. She is the world.”

Perhaps, French President Jacques Chirac summed up Mother Teresa’s legacy best when he

said after her death: “This evening, there is less love, less compassion, less light in the world.”

humanitarian /hju: mani'tearton/ 7.

cripple /'kripl/  n.

shelter /'felta(r)/ vt.
poverty /'povatl/  n.
tenderly /'tendoll/  adv.
abortion /o'ba:fn/  n.

humanity /hju:'meeniti/  n.

beggar /'bega(r)/ n.
arithmetic/ ri@'metik/ 7.
dirt /d3:it/  n.

maggot /'maegot/ .

diminutive /di'mmjutiv/  adj.
nun /nan/ n.

castoff /'ka:stof/  adj.

n.
mission /'mifn/ n.

sari /'saxr/  n.

New Words

one who is devoted to the promotion of human
welfare and the advancement of social reforms; a
philanthropist

person who is unable to work or move properly
because of disease or injury to the legs

provide cover or protection for

state of being poor

kindly, gently

(esp. deliberately induced) expulsion of a fetus from
the womb before it is able to survive, esp. in the first
28 weeks of pregnancy A T#ir=; FERR; FTHR
(Dbeing humane or human; kind-heartedness
@human beings generally A

=5

HAR

et 759

larva or grub (esp. of the bluebottle or cheese-fly
which lays its eggs in meat, cheese, etc.) %
unusually or remarkably small

woman living in a convert, usu. after taking religious
vows 1&4c; Jeih

(esp. of clothes) no longer wanted; discarded

person or thing discarded ¥t #5154

(Da religious set-up where a particular religion is
taught, medical services are given, poor people are
helped, etc. LIL# . fRM4EETIRS . Sk FE A
H BB = B

@duty, purpose iy, fF5

length of cotton or silk cloth draped round the body,
worn as the main garment by Hindu women 75 i (E

BT RAE S BRI, VR EANKR)
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adopt /o'dopt/  vr.

missionary /'mifonar/ n.
charity /'tferity n.

hovel /'hovl/ n.

ghetto /'getouv/ .

formidable /'fo:midobl/  adj.

unrelenting / anrt'lentiy/  adj.

foe /fou/  n.
squalid /'skwolid/  adj.

siege /si:dz/ n.

broker /'brovka/  vr.
guerilla /go'rila/  n.
foundation /faun'deifn/ x.

donor /'dauna(r)/ n.

documentary / dokju'mentri/  adj.

allegation /&li'geifn/ n.
guidance /'gaidns/ n.
abandon /a'bandan/ vt.
leper /'lepa/  n.

colony /'kolony/  x.

prevalence /'prevalons/ n.

(Dtake over and have or use sth. as one’s own

(@take somebody into one’s family esp. as one’s child
or heir

one who is sent abroad on a religious mission
(Usympathy and kindness, the feeling of generosity
esp. towards poor people %& ¥

(@an organization that practices charity #4341 21
small house that is unfit to live in, very poor and
squalid dwelling

area of a town lived in by any minority national or
social group, typically crowded and with poor housing
condition

(Ddifficult to deal with or overcome

@)causing fear, doubt, anxiety, etc.

not reducing in intensity, etc.; continuous

enemy

very dirty and unpleasant(esp. because of neglect or
poverty)

surrounding by police, troops, etc. of a building/city in
which people are living or hiding

arrange the details of a deal, etc. so that everyone can
agree to it

person(not a member of a regular army) engaged in
fighting in small secret groups J# i BA it
(organization set up to provide)sums of money for
research, charity, etc.

person who gives or donates sth.

giving a factual report of some subject or activity, esp.
by using pictures, recordings, etc. of people involved
documentary film, or radio or TV program

statement made without proof [ i#]

guiding or being guided; leadership; direction

desert, give up JE 5%, s+

person who has leprosy MR A

(D(a place where) a group of people with the same
disease, occupation, interest, etc. living together
@country or area settled or conquered by people from
another country and controlled by that country

wide spreading
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legacy /'legast/ .

compassion /kam'pefn/ a.

Teresa /to'ress/
The Nobel Peace Prize

Albanian /l'bemnjon/
Yugoslavia / ju:gou'slevio/

Calcutta /kzl'kata/
Pope Paul VI
AIDS

Beirut /ber'rut/

Israeli /1z'renly/
Palestinian / p&la'stunion/
Haitian /'herfjon/
Jean-Claude Duvalier
Hindu /*hinduy/

Kali /'kaell/

Jacques Chirac

make a difference
stand out

identify ... with ...

thing passed to sb. by predecessors or from earlier

events, etc.

- pity for the sufferings of others, making one want to

help them

Proper Names

FE

i JURFISE 2

FREJENER], B/RESEIEA

[EEEDAS

/R & B (ENEE)

HERP

Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome 3K75# # %
DIREBRIGLEBAE: AR NS
NEFFEROEEH)

CLEFIR), CAEFIA

EEHEA, EEhirE A

HHA

ik e A - AR E R

ENEEA(HY), ENBEHLEHY)

FHIENEH LW, BT, BREEER, t
e KA R)

R - Fhw

Useful Expressions

have an effect
be noticeable, prominent, outstanding

consider sb./sth. to be identical with sb./sth. else;
equate two things

Notes to the Text
(1) FRIARYE Pranay Gupte (1 [742 303 R HAh A L B RHRE T K.

(2) We all have our heroes, people we admire and respect, people who make an
impact on our life, who make us look at the world with a different eye. A 1%%4 & 2.0 B
TS, MATRALESRAVHIMN, TR AT =4 MmN, LA 1 5
—HRAREE RN

MIBVEMBEYE, P people #2 heroes [ [FIA71E .




6 4 X B AR EAZ(D)[F 1 5]

(3) She dedicated every day of her adult life to caring for “the dying, the cripple, the
mentally ill, the unwanted, the unloved.” W 4F /&R — K& TIRRE T XHIGEREH . BK

A RN, BsAE. R EERR.

dedicate ... to ... 1H24T devote ... to ... HFee---: TTER Joeeee

the dying, the cripple, the mentally ill, the unwanted, the unloved #§ A K25 .

(4) but what is more important she made them feel good, loved, wanted. {H /& &
R, MAEATRZ B AR H AN, Fa0REacEH .

what is more important f#H A5 .

(5) Let there be kindness in your face, in your eyes, in your smile, in the warmth of
your greeting. il FHIKAIRKI L, FRIHAERIIREE B, BEERNMER, FE
PR AR ] g e :

let 51 F4T{EA), REBWN. HR%. EE let JSEH there be W%, Hrh be AR
TE. .

Let there be no misunderstanding. NE =4 R 4,

(6) Agreeing or disagreeing with her on abortion, population control, divorce or how
she raised the money should not shadow Mother Teresa’s lifelong contribution and
dedication to the poor and humanity. N AT TG L6 F A TR, A8,
BIEEW A LS B T R TEHIE, #AN B b B TR A, XA
KB TTRR VT

Z) % 1A %1% agreeing or disagreeing with her on abortion, population control, divorce or
how she raised the money #Jp{if)F F:1&, H A abortion, population control, divorce B
how-clause F31 4 /17 on 115215

(7) the order Missionaries of Charity (&% 4

(8) Misery had a formidable and unrelenting foe in Mother Teresa. X )15 & B &
F: Mother Teresa was a formidable and unrelenting foe of misery. 4§ #3048 2 A K==
B A HH 1A B

FAETFEBEBRIIMEREIXE, RO LS.

I have lost a good friend in John. FE %% T AMIXAI T A .

Professor Barton found a very promising student in Nancy. E{i##2 RN R L —4 k%
HANERIH#E,

(9) ... including the likes of Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier. 13515 E;
FHib o TRHE - I EREXEA.

like 7EIX B 44 33], FRARUA(ZLH), person or thing that is equal or similar to sb.
or sth. else. 40:

I have never heard the like of it. M KEH VTt E IR,

(10) the Kalighat Home for the Dying K #ijIlfs 28 5 bR 48 F) B

(11) In India and beyond, Mother Teresa and her Missionaries of Charity devoted
their time to the blind, the disabled, the aged, and the poor. 7EE[F R HALE S, $5E 54T
SR T F KRB TREIE A, BRIEA. ZARSA.



